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NEWS SUMMARY 


PROPOSALS for reducing the amount of litter deposited in the 
Royal Parks are outlined ‘n an official report, and a new type 
of litter basket is illustrated. p. 205 


IF ADDITIONS {to rural schools] are to ** belong”’ to the present 
building, their design may require more thought and imagination 
than the design of an entirely new building, state the authors of 
the series on ** The Improvement of Rural Schools.” p. 206 


THE RIBA has advised its members to follow the Ministry of 
Works’ practice in requiring builders who tender for work to 
give a declaration ** once and for all” that they do not follow 
the practices criticised by the Monopolies Commission. p. 209 


FINAL EXAMINATION RESULTS published by the Board of 
Architectural Education show that of 427 candidates examined, 
270 were relegated. p. 219 


PAINT MANUFACTURERS and the RIBA, working in con- 
junction, have produced a range of 101 colours for building, 
which they commend to the industry. p. 221 


THAT HE HAD COME to the conclusion that the balance of 
justice and convenience lay on the side of omitting long-term 
proposals altogether from development plans was the opinion 
expressed by Mr. Michael Rowe to the RICS. p. 225 


IN VIEW of the necessity to increase the differential between 
craftsmen and labourers, it was important to see that the 
labourers get nothing out of the present wage negotiations, 
Mr. George Grosvenor has said. p. 227 


A SECTION of employers is criticised by the secretary of 
the Federation of Master Builders for paying ‘‘ above rate” 
wages. p. 228 





THE LITTER NUISANCE 


“ HE leaves behind him a trail like that of a paper- 
chase; for he throws out of the windows of his 
carriage not only all the envelopes and other useless paper, 
but all the reports he does not wish to file (torn into tiny 
fragments); all the newspapers he has read; and, finally, 
books, which he glances at when he iias a moment to spare, 
and then consigns to their fate in the mud of the highway.” 
This is an extract not, as might be supposed, from the 
recent report of the Committee on “ Litter in the Royal 
Parks,” but from Ludwig’s “ Napoleon.” Clearly, litter 
is neither a new nor a wholly indigenous problem, though 
nowadays Continental peoples appear to be _ better 
behaved than the British, possibly because, in some 
European countries, the police have power to fine offenders 
on the spot. 

The Committee, in their Report,* do not favour this 
method of punishment, and in their experiments in the 
Royal Parks they used, among other things, a new type of 
litter bin, improved notices calling attention to the penalty 


* Report on Litter in the Royal Parks, HMSO, Is. 3d. 
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for leaving litter about, and the recorded voice of Mr. 
Gilbert Harding urging people to “put litter in the 
baskets ”*—a combination that has secured definitely 
encouraging results. A diagram at the end of the report 
(summarised in this issue) shows, as a result of these 
experiments, a drop in the percentage of litter left on the 
ground during the year August, 1953, to August, 1954. 
from 28 per cent. to 14 per cent. This seems to confirm 
the belief of the Committee that the problem will ultimately 
yield to educational treatment. Litter dropping is a 
disgusting habit that lowers us in the esteem of better 
behaved peoples. We commend this excellent report to all 
concerned in its abolition. At the same time, we would 
repeat a point previously made: Can the litter problem 
in the Royal Parks be solved by methods and devices con- 
centrated only on the parks? No city makes it more 
consistently difficult for its inhabitants and visitors to be 
tidy than London. One may search in vain in many 
boroughs in the Metropolis to find any proper place to put 
the empty cigarette carton or the discarded newspaper. 
A people conditioned to untidiness is not likely to amend 
its ways completely in one section of the city only. 

As to the litter bin itself (which we illustrate this week). 
while the design is visually pleasing we have doubts about 
its structural efficiency. The central post looks weak, and 
even if it were firmly fixed in the ground the leverage that 
can be brought to bear on this form of construction 
(particularly by hooligans bent on destruction) might well 
disturb it. Three or four legs would, undoubtedly, make 
it a much firmer fixture. Before this bin is mass-produced 
(as it well may be) it should be subjected to the most 
searching tests. 


NEW WAYS WITH BUILDING 


A USEFUL summary of the present position of prefabri- 

cation in building, with a comment on new developments 
in handling equipment on the site, is given in a PEP Report 
entitled ““ New Ways with Building.”* It begins by drawing 
the necessary distinction between prefabricated buildings, 
such as the temporary houses introduced soon after the 
war, and prefabricated materials and components, many 
of which have long been familiar to the building industry. 
Even prefabricated buildings are not so new as is commonly 
thought, for as far back as 1794 it was proposed to send 
prefabricated wooden houses out to West Africa, while 
in 1850 a London and Birmingham firm of manufacturers 
was advertising three-roomed houses of timber or iron 
framing “ readily packed for export.” 

The economic justification of prefabrication is sum- 
marised in two sentences. “If,” it is stated, “the 
economies of bulk production at the factory plus the cost 
of labour saved in erection are sufficient to offset any 
increased cost of transport and packaging of the com- 
ponents, plus the increased capital costs of storing and 
handling, then prefabrication will be worth while. Storage 
of prefabricated components is often more expensive than 
that of the raw materials from which they are constructed, 
since they generally need both more space and more pro- 
tection from the weather.” Important considerations, 
these, for anyone thinking of entering the industry. 





*PEP, 16, Queen Anne’s Gate, SWI. Planning No. 376. (l6pp.) Price 2s. 6d. 
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After describing types of prefabrication in wood, metal 
and concrete, the report considers some points affecting 
future progress. The most important of these, in regard 
to materials and components, is modular co-ordination; 
as to prefabricated buildings, they are by-laws and markets, 
both home and overseas. Modular co-ordination is an 
ideal towards which progress is slow, and until it is 
achieved (it is being given close study by the Modular 
Society and the British Standards Institution) building 
is bound to fall short of complete efficiency. The 
report suggests that if prefabricated buildings increase in 
importance in world trade (and the point applies equally 
to materials, components and assemblies), we may need 
not only national but international agreement on modules. 
The problems arising from differing systems of measure- 
ment are not discussed in the report. So far as by-laws are 
concerned, it seems absurd that some local authorities 
should accept prefabricated buildings and others not. 
Something could be done here. 

The home market for prefabricated houses is a fairly 
good one, but not so good as it could be if building 
societies were more ready to advance mortgages on them. 
Time is the only acceptable test of durability, and until 
enough of it has elapsed it is only to be expected that 


February 4 1955 


some caution will be observed in the acceptance of some 
of the newer materials and techniques. As to the export 
market for prefabricated buildings, the statistics are not 
particularly encouraging. Australia is the biggest market, 
and here the value of exports slumped from £4,657,000 in 
1952 to £1,693,000 in 1953. However, there are other 
possible markets. One mentioned in the report is the 
oilfields; another is suggested by the order for a prefabri- 
cated town for Lobe in the British Cameroons involving 
houses, shops, etc., in connection with a great new banana 
plantation of 7,000 acres. 

The report is on fairly sure ground in predicting that 
“the tendency to buy ready-made components of larger 
size, often complete with accessories and fittings, will 
increase,” and that this will lead to greater standardisation 
of dimensions. Nothing is said, however, about the effect 
of all this on architectural design, as the elements become 
bigger and fewer. Will variety of size and shape continue 
to allow a reasonable freedom of design, or will the archi- 
tect end up as an arranger of large standardised parts? 
This is a possibility that needs to be watched. 

Attention may be called to a slip in the report (page 5) 
where reference is made to “cement ... poured into... 
wooden moulds.” For “ cement” read “ concrete.” 



































Drawn by Sallon. 





SOME PERSONALITIES AT THE NATIONAL FEDERATION BANQUET AT THE DORCHESTER, JANUARY 25. 


Back Row : The Rt. Hon. Nigel Birch, PC, MP (Minister of Works) ; Charles Bowyer, TD, Pres., RICS ; Nigel Hannen, junior 
vice-pres., NFBTE ; Harvey G. Frost, OBE, senior vice-pres., NFBTE. ; J. Leggat, Pres., Scottish National Building Trades 


Federation (Employers). 


Mipp.e Row: T. Fife Clark, CBE, Director-General, COI ; G. W. Grosvenor, Pres., NFBTE ; The Rt. Hon. Sir Winston S. 
Churchill, KG, OM, CH, MP, Prime Minister ; L. A. Walden, junior vice-pres., NFBTE ; M. Andre Borie, Pres., International 


Federation of Building and Public Works. 


Front Row : Derek Walker-Smith, MP ; C. P. Howells, junior vice-president-elect, NFBTE. 
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Notes of the Week 


A NOTABLE EVENING 


NONE of the nine hundred guests who 

filled to overflowing the Dorchester 
House on the occasion of the National 
Federation’s annual dinner last week is 
likely to forget the occasion. It must 
be 30 years or more since Sir Winston 
Churchill attended a trade organisation 
dinner, and many will feel that it was 
proper that he should break this rule to 
come to the National dinner, and by so 
doing pay honour to the Federation and 
to ‘builders generally. As the Prime 
Minister, magnificent in the ribbon of the 
Garter, said in his speech, a record of 
nearly one million houses built since the 
present Government took office is a re- 
markable achievement, and one of which 
the industry can justly be proud. 

It was very proper that Sir Winston 
should produce his Union ticket, and 
characteristic that, with his usual atten- 
tion to good staff work, he should have 
taken care to find out from the Law 
Officers of the Crown that the refusal in 
1928 of the AUBTW to cash his cheque 
(they framed it instead) in no way invali- 
dated his membership! The _ other 
speeches provided an admirable foil, and 
the ovation when the Prime Minister left 
with Mrs. Grosvenor on his arm and the 
President in attendance was one which he, 
and indeed all present, will not soon for- 
get. 


RIBA GRILL 


IF TO-DAY’S STUDENT, architectural or 
otherwise, has one love more than an- 
other, it is to hear himself grilled: “In a 
world that is in a flat spin” he seems to 
say, “ why should I be right? Let’s all be 
democratically wrong together.” This 
may explain the full house at Portland- 
place on Tuesday night when the criti- 
cism of the work submitted for the RIBA 
prizes and studentships was delivered by 
Mr. Raymond Erith. Many _ people 
know Mr. Erith only as a Howard Colls 
student of the early twenties and as the 
author of an engaging annual series of 
designs which have brought interest to 
an architectural room at the RA that 
needs it. As a result of Tuesday’s effort 
he emerges as a critic of sense and cour- 
age as well. In his “crit” he pulled no 
punches but left post-graduates as well 
as students with something to think about, 
expressed in terms so simple that they 
defy misunderstanding. 

‘“When the Vitruvians said that archi- 
tecture depended on three things, con- 
struction, utility and beauty... they 
meant three things, not two,” said Mr. 
Erith. “‘ They did not mean, as so many 
of you seem to think they meant, that 
architecture depended on construction 
and utility, and that beauty follows as 4 
by-product; they did not mean that, any 
more than they meant that architecture 
depends on construction and beauty with 
utility as a by-product. The important 
point is, that if you neglect or over-em- 
phasise any one of the three basic con- 
ditions, you will distort the others. And 
when that happens you will build dis- 
torted buildings.” Whether Mr. Erith’s 
parting advice—“ the rejection of tradi- 
tion is a dead-end that is leading nowhere 
and can lead nowhere ”—will be accept- 
able we cannot say. But if the “ all-time 
low” provided by this exhibition of de- 
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signs is anything to go by, students and 
their teachers might consider taking it. 


THREATENED 


THREE of the four famous tea-rooms 
established in Glasgow by Miss Cranston 
more than fifty years ago, and 
embellished by Charles Rennie Mackin- 
tosh, have already disappeared; the 
fourth, at the south-east corner of In- 
gram-street and Miller-street, is now 
threatened. The property, purchased by 
Glasgow Corporation for over £22,000, 
four years ago, has since been empty. 
The Corporation, wishing to see some 
return on its investment, now proposes 
to let the building for ordinary commer- 
cial use, which means, apparently, that the 
Mackintosh furnishings will have to be 
removed, though preserved for display 
elsewhere. 

“It is for more than sentimental rea- 
sons,” says the writer of an article in The 
Scotsman, “that a few enthusiasts are 
urging the retention of this distinctive 
period composition in its entirety.” 

We trust that their efforts to preserve 
a remarkable work of decorative art by 
one of the most original and famous of 
Scottish architects may be successful. 
Unfortunately it does not seem possible 
to retain the tea-room for its original 
purpose, and the idea of turning it into a 
cultural centre has lacked support. 


PHOTOGRAPHIC EXHIBITION 


THE VARIED assortment of subjects, 
which is a regular feature of the yearly 
display of photographs shown by mem- 
bers of the AA at their Bedford-row 








COMING EVENTS 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 4 

Lonpon Society.—‘* The Foundling Hospital Site: 
Then and Now,” by Mr. R. Ellersley McCaughan. 
RSA, John Adam-street, WC2. 5.30 p.m. 

GUILDFORD TECHNICAL COLLEGE AND SCHOOL OF 
ArT.—Annual prizegiving and exhibition of work by 
building students. Guildford House, High-st., Guild- 
ford. 7.30 p.m. 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 7 
RICS.—-‘‘ Roman London,’’ by Mr. W. F. Grimes, 
CBE, FSA. 12, Great George-st., SW1. 5.30 p.m. 
SocieETY OF ENGINEERS.—Inaugural meeting for 
1955. Geological Society, Burlington House, WI. 
5.30 p.m. 


TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 8 


Housinc CENTRE.—Open forum—Improvements 
and Conversions. 13, Suffolk-st., Haymarket, SW1. 
6 p.m, 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 9 

Royat Society oF Arts.—** Public Lettering,’’ by 
Mr. Christian Barman, RDI, FRIBA. RSA, John 
Adam-st., WC2. 2.30 p.m. 

INCORPORATED ASSOCIATION OF ARCHITECTS AND 
SurRvVEYoRS (LONDON AND HOME COUNTIES BRANCH).— 
Annual dinner and dance. Dorchester Hotel, W1. 
6.45 p.m. 

VICTORIA AND ALBERT MUSEUM.—*‘ English Villas 
and Venetian Decorators,’’ by Mr. F. J. B. Watson. 
V. and A. Museum, South Kensington, SW7. 6.15 
p.m. 

RoyaL SANITARY _ INSTITUTE.—Symposium on 
‘* Hygienic and Welfare Aspects of Waterway Trans- 
port.”’ 90, Buckingham Palace-rd., SWI. 2.30 p.m. 

LMBA (CENTRAL AREA No. 1). — Luncheon and 
general meeting. Derry and Tom’s Restaurant, High- 
street, Kensington, W8. 1 p.m. 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 10 
RICS.—‘‘ Photogrammetry Applied to Cadastral 
Surveys,’”’ by Mr. P. G. Mott, AMICE, FRICS, 
12, Great George-street, SW1. 5.30 p.m. 
INSTITUTION OF STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS.—‘“‘ Struc- 


tural Prestressing,’”” by Mr. Felix J. Samuely, 
BSc(Eng), MIStructE, AMICE, 11, Upper Belgrave- 
st., SWI. 5.55 p.m. 

INSTITUTE OF Housinc.—‘‘ Housing in St. Pan- 


cras,’”” by Mr. A. W. Davey, AIAS. County Hall, 
Westminster Bridge, SEl. 6.45 p.m. 

INCORPORATED INSTITUTE OF BRITISH DECORATORS 
AND INTERIOR DesIGNERS.—‘‘ Mural Painting Past 
and Present,’’ by Hans Feibusch. Royal Society of 
Arts, John Adam-st., WC2. 6.30 p.m. 

INSTITUTION OF SANITARY ENGINEERS.—Brains Trust. 
Caxton Hall, Caxton-st., SW1. 6 p.m. 


203 


headquarters, is to be found in full 
measure in the current exhibition there. 

More than 60 studies have been in- 
cluded in this year’s collection and they 
overflow from the members’ room along 
the corridor walls. Together they form 
a refreshing selection, each one having a 
particular quality of its own. 

Pictures of contemporary architecture 
are noticeably absent. Have they been 
deliberately excluded to show that archi- 
tects’ minds are not single-tracked? If 
so, it is perhaps not a bad policy. Some 
would say that escapism in small doses 
is a good thing and that to take a camera 
as your companion is a pleasant way to 
seek it. 

Doubtless, many of these views were 
taken during summer holidays, so that. 
one expects to find something like 
George Mansell’s “Holidays,” which has 
all the essential ingredients of a day by 
the sea. In this same category must be 
included “ St. Ives, Cornwall,” by E. A. 
Fleming Hewett, and “ Isle of Mull from 
Staffa,” by B. Lovell Phillips. 

The atmosphere of Venice is strongly 
suggested in “Siesta,” by Critchlow; 
“City Mural,” by the same photographer, 
is another excellent study containing 
a similar quality of depth. Trees make 
wonderful camera subjects as one is com- 
pelled to admit on seeing ‘“ Among 
Nature’s Giants,” by E. A. Fleming 
Hewett, and “Beech Tree Buds,” by 
Norman Westwood. 

Boats, of course, are another subject 
dear to the cameraman, and so we find a 
sprinkling of them in this display; very 
good they are too, especially “ Lyming- 
ton,” by John Stillman. A portrait study 
here and there gives balance to the ex- 
hibition. The show closes on Feb- 
ruary 18. 


ARCHITECT’S PARTY 


THE PARTY which Mr. and Mrs. 
Arthur Kenyon annually give took place 
on Monday evening when a full house of 
architects, civil servants and _ others 
linked with the building industry con- 
gregated at Adeline-place. This party is 
always enjoyable, not least for the ex- 
cellent company and the annual display 
of drawings and photographs depicting 
the partners’ activities at work and play, 
and this year’s was no exception. Mr. 
Peter Kenyon, by the way, is off this week 
for Rhodesia and the Union of South 
Africa, where he proposes to take a quick 
look at the industry and make a study 
of the economics of African housing. 
By so doing he thinks he will get off the 
tourist deck and discover something both 
of the African and of Africa. Here he is 
on the right lines, and his findings will be 
awaited with interest. 


LADY DAWBER’S DEATH 


Many of the older generation of 
architects will learn with regret of the 
passing on January 28, of Mary, widow of 
the late Sir Guy Dawber, RA, P-PRIBA, 
in her ninetieth year. As wife of a distin- 
guished architect and a former president 
of the RIBA, she was well known to 
many in the profession and her death 
severs a link with a more spacious age. 


“THE ARCHITECT’S DILEMMA” 
EFFECTS fesulting from changed 
methods will be discussed by Mr. Maxwell 
Fry, CBE, FRIBA, in two Third pro- 
gramme talks on February 5 and 11. His 
subject is “ The Architect’s Dilemma.” 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


ARCHITECTURE AND CRITICISM 
To the Editor of The Builder 


GQIR,—My attention has been drawn to 

a letter by Mr. Kenneth Groves 
published in your issue of January 21, in 
which he is severely critical of current 
aspects of architectural thought and ten- 
dencies in general, and of my design for 
Renfrew Airport in particular. In order 
to correct his apparent illusions about my- 
self and to illustrate the point I wish to 
make, I enclose a photograph of another 
of my designs, built concurrently with 
Renfrew. 

By comparing this photograph with the 
Renfrew illustrations in your issue of 
January 7, it will be seen that the charac- 
ter of the two buildings is different, and 
it may be that my critic will now devise 
a worse name for me than “Mr. 
“Modern”! However, one is an airport, 
built in an open field on waterlogged and 
shifting sand, while the other is a Uni- 
versity building filling a gap site, in a 
stone street of classical architecture, built 
on rock. 

In my view, no practising architect 
faced with problems of this kind should 
allow preconceived doctrine to overcome 
his instinct towards what he believes to 
be a fitting solution for each particular 
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problem. It therefore seems to me that 
criticism, based on a rigid preconception 
of architectural form, is valueless, and 
it is deplorable that architects, whether of 
the contemporary or traditional school of 
thought, allow themselves to be blinded in 
this way to the true greatness of their art. 

My plea is for more tolerance and 
generosity in our criticism. Surely the 
field is wide enough for all approaches. 
Architecture is a microcosm within the 
greater macrocosm of nature which it 
faithfully reflects in all its forms, whether 
we call those forms classicism, romanti- 
cism or merely functionalism. In this sense 
all architecture is derivative, and archi- 
tects, like other men, are incapable of 
evolving anything new; they merely make 
their own little discoveries of age-old hid- 
den principles, and apply them to the cir- 
cumstances of the moment. 

I am not given to theorising about 
architecture, but it seems to me to be a 
truism that architecture begins where 
building ends — that, in addition to 
functional competence, a building to be 
wholly successful must have style, whether 
the medium used is stone, brick, concrete, 
timber, or any other material, and that 
each demands its own form of architec- 
tural expression. I believe, too, that suc- 
cessful buildings either result from a 
happy series of accidents or from the 
working of a creative mind, open to influ- 
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CHAMBERS STREET ——~ STUDY FOR FACADE 


See letter on “ Architecture and Criticism.” 


February 4 1955 











OWEN JONES STUDENTSHIP 
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** Neither pro-Richardson nor 
pro-Corb—but a mest devas- 
tating critic!” 








ences derived from past memories and 
present experiences. 

If, therefore, we are foolish enough, 
because of dogma, to deny ourselves 
access to one set of influences or the 
other, we are so much the poorer and | 
would suggest to my critic and to other 
self-appointed critics that the Key to the 
Treasure House of our Art is neither to 
be found in the works of the past nor the 
present, but in an open mind and generous 
spirit. 

WILLIAM H. KININMONTH 
[ARSA, FRIBA]. 
16, Rutland-square, Edinburgh. 


CLICHE? 
To the Editor of The Builder 


SIR, —Your correspondent, Mr. David 
Dupree (your last issue) has, I think, 
missed the point of my letter in your issue 
of December 31. I referred to “an in- 
creasing tendency to surround elevations 
with a framework sometimes projecting 
2 ft. or more beyond the building line.” 
I said nothing about “cornices,” “ false 
storeys ’ or breaking elevations down into 
“carefully proportioned and defined seg- 
ments.” No doubt it is possible to justify 
all these devices in elevational design. 
There seems to be little justification, 
however, for the application of a project- 
ing framework to the whole elevation. No 
doubt the top member can serve as a cor- 
nice, but the side members seem to be 
merely decorative, and not so decorative 
at that! 
INQUISITIVE. 


ARCHITECTS’ SERVICES AND FEES 
To the Editor of The Builder 


@IR,—The case at Chippenham County 
~" Court before Judge Jenkins, QC, re- 
ferred to by your Legal Correspondent in 
the issue of January 28 makes startling 
reading. Presumably unless an architect 
performs complete services under the 
terms of a building contract he cannot 
recover any fees whatsoever. 

From this decision it would therefore 
follow that a client is free to dispense 
with the services of an architect at any 
time prior to the completion of the works 
proposed and, therefore, unless there is 
some formal ‘agreement that services of 
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The new type of litter basket for use in 
the Royal Parks. 





the architect will be paid for, in part, no 
fees whatsoever will be payable. 

Thus, presumably, a client may give 
instructions for plans, specification and 
bills to be prepared, consultants engaged, 
tenders to be invited, etc., and if at any 
time at his option prior to the final settle- 
ment of the building contract the client 
decides to dispense with the professional 
adviser’s services he is under no obli- 
gation to pay for these services, and, 
further, appears to be entitled to the re- 
payment of any fees which may have been 
paid to date. 

NEMO. 


ARCHITECTURAL STUDY 


THE York Institute of Architectural 
Study has enjoyed a year of successful 
activity, according to the annual report 
of the academic development committee 
of York Civic Trust, which has just been 
issued. A number of useful courses 
were arranged during the year and a 
fortnight’s summer school was held for 
architectural students. 

The Institute was established in 
November, 1953. Its most urgent need 
at the present time is for headquarters 
of its own which can provide for tuition, 
research and storage of books, exhibi- 
tions and models under one roof. 

The disused church of St. John’s, 
Ousebridge, has been earmarked for this 
purpose and a conversion scheme has 
been prepared by the director, Dr. Single- 
ton, FSA, FRIBA, AMTPI. The build- 
ing is in a fair state of preservation and 
can conveniently be partitioned to givé 
a lecture hall, library, exhibition space 
and offices. Such repair work to the 
fabric as is required will give a unique 
Opportunity to make the building a 
living example of the several alternative 
methods of repair which are practised 
in this country. It is hoped that the 
Institute will move to its new head- 
quarters early in 1956. 


ARCHITECT’S RETIREMENT 


Mr. LEONARD YATES, FRIBA, Schools’ 
Architect at Stockport, is to retire at the 
end of March. 
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LITTER IN THE ROYAL 
PARKS 


New Type of Bin Recommended 


MTHE report has now been published of 

the Committee appointed by the 
Minister of Works, in February, 1954, to 
advise on ways of encouraging the public 
bs keep the Royal Parks tidy and free of 
itter. 

Among the recommendations is the 
adoption of a new type of litter bin as 
standard equipment in St. James’s Park 
and the Green Park as soon as possible; 
its consideration for installation generally 
throughout the Royal Parks; and the sug- 
gestion that other authorities be invited to 
adopt the standard bin and colour so that 
this can be recognised everywhere—in the 
same manner as the GPO pillar boxes 
and telephone booths. 

The new litter bin consists of an outer 
container of vertical teak slats (rather like 
those of a park bench) mounted on a cir- 
cular tube, the lower end of which is 
securely fixed in the ground. Inside is 
a sheet of enamelled metal painted a deep 
cherry colour which is visible between the 
slats. The inner container, designed for 
easy emptying, is made of wire basket- 
work. The Committee thinks it should be 
unnecessary to label a litter bin, which 
should be in itself “a poster without 
words,” readily visible to the public and 
recognisable for its purpose. 

Each new bin, if set in concrete as a 
permanent fixture, would cost about £10, 
including installation. The Committee 
considers that this additional expense is 
warranted and should be “ set against the 
consequential reduction in the cost of col- 
lecting litter from the ground due to the 
more widespread use of the bin.” (Three 
times as many men are required to pick 
litter off the ground as are needed to 
empty bins, and the Ministry of Works 
spends £9,000-£12,000 annually on litter 
collection in the Royal Parks.) 

Other recommendations include the use 
of a new notice—not of a threatening 
character—with floral border, and worded 
“This Park Is Beautiful. Please help to 
keep it tidy by putting litter in the bins ”; 
and of a more modern “ penalty ” notice 
with less impersonal wording; as well as 
the keeping of litter statistics, and con- 
tinued publicity to keep the public 
“litter conscious.” Special publicity 
techniques, such as the use of a broadcast 
message by Mr. Gilbert Harding, though 
not generally appropriate to the Royal 
Parks, might be used with good effect 
in isolated areas of great pepularity. This 
was done at the Serpentine Lido at Whit- 
sun and August Bank Holiday last year, 
with encouraging results. 

The report contains statistics of litter 
experiments conducted by the Committee, 
which reveal a progressive improvement 
in litter habits of the public in those areas 
where experimental measures were used. 
Less than a sixth of the litter is now left 
on the ground in St. James’s Park and 
the Green Park. 

The Committee pays tribute to the help 
given by the Press and broadcasting in 
developing “ litter conscience ”’ in users of 
the Royal Parks, and the report empha- 
sises the need for continuance of this help. 

Ceremonial occasions, it is stated, pre- 
sent a specialised problem in litter control. 
On the occasion of the Queen’s return 
from her Commonwealth tour last May, 
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16 tons of litter were collected after the 
Royal procession had passed. It would 
be unwise to underestimate the influence 
of this spectacle on opinion from abroad, 
says the report, which recommends that 
publicity for ceremonies should be con- 
centrated on maintaining the dignity and 
majesty of the proceedings by asking the 
public to keep their litter until after the 
ceremony and then place it in the bins. 
Copies of the report, “Litter in the 
Royal Parks,” from HMSO, price 1s. 3d. 


OBITUARY 


Arthur Welford, ARIBA, FSA 


A CORRESPONDENT WRITES:—It was 
with deep regret that I saw the announce- 
ment in your last issue of the death of 
Arthur Welford. I had the pleasure of 
meeting him fairly frequently in the early 
*twenties but unfortunately had lost touch 
with him in recent years. He will be re- 
membered by many as a man of great 
personal charm, a competent architect, a 
keen antiquarian and a student of eco- 
nomics. Many years ago he became an 
enthusiastic disciple of the late Major 
Douglas, and devoted much of his time 
to advocacy of the theory of Social 
Credit. ‘It is certain,” he wrote, “ that 
the existing monetary system is out of 
date; at this stage of civilisation it suc- 
ceeds in nothing but in piling up debt for 
future generations, whatever it may or 
may not have done in the past industrial 
era. It requires amending and simplify- 
ing, and then, out of our vast hidden 
wealth, we can have all the houses and 
other things we want.” It would prob- 
ably have pleased him that any tribute 
to his memory should conclude with this 
statement of his belief. A modest and 
kindly man, he was essentially a humani- 
tarian who, whatever the validity of his 
economic convictions, sought the greater 
good. He will be sadly missed. 


J. B. Chubb, FRIBA 


WE REGRET to record the death of Mr. 
John Burland Chubb, FRIBA, which 
occurred on January 23 at his home in 
Froyle, Hants. He was 94 years of age. For 
many years surveyor to the Foundling Hos- 
pital, Mr. Chubb carried out several schemes 
for extensions to Foundling Hospital build- 
ings, including new schools. 


Henry R. Creighton, LRIBA 


WE ANNOUNCE with regret the death, which 
took place on January 22, of Mr. Henry 
Richard Creighton, LRIBA, who was for 25 
years in the Architect’s Department of Lon- 
don County Council. He began his career 
with Messrs. Searle and Hayes, AA.RIBA. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


THe ARCHITECT AT Mip-CentTurY. Vol. I. 
(Evolution and Achievement.) Edited by 
T. C. Bannister. (London: Chapman and 
Hall.) Price 70s. 

THe ARCHITECT AT Mip-CentTurY. Vol. II. 
(Conversation across the nation.) Edited by 
F. R. Bellamy. (London: Chapman and 
Hall.) Price 40s. 

STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS. By W. Fisher 
Cassie. (London: Longmans, Green and 
Co.) Price 18s. 

SIMPLIFIED SITE ENGINEERING FOR ARCHI- 
TECTS AND BUuILDERS. By Parker and 
MacGuire. (London: Chapman and Hall, 
Ltd.) Price 40s. 
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Even a very dreary room can be made more pleasant by painting the window wall light 
in colour and by arranging the furniture informally. 


The Improvement of Rural Schools 
2.—THE REGULATIONS 


By JOHN STILLMAN, ARIBA, 


and JOHN EASTWICK-FIELD, 


BA Arch(Hons), ARIBA 


In November last the Minister of Education drew attention to the need for 


the improvement of rural schools. 


This series of articles has accordingly been 


written to help architects deal with the complicated problems involved; the first 
(in “ The Builder” of January 21) dealt with the background, and further 
articles will follow on building and administrative matters. 


ROM time to time the School Build- 
ing Regulations, made under the 
1944 Act, have been newly issued, and 
with each issue the provisions have been 
made “simpler and more flexible, with 
the object of maintaining adequate 
educational standards, while at the same 
time giving more scope for freedom -and 


experiment in design and construction’ 


and for savings in cost.” The document 
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in current use is Education, England and 
Wales: The Standards for School 
Premises Regulations, 1954, but, despite 
the latitude which it permits in certain 
respects, it still lays down precise require- 
ments for the areas of the site, the areas 
of the playing field and playground, the 
total area of teaching accommodation, 
the number of sanitary fittings and wash- 
basins and the provision of staff rooms, 
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medical inspection rooms, storage, and 
accommodation for meals. 

In new buildings these requirements 
have to be adhered to, and in spending 
money on the improvement of old 
schools ‘the ideal is to bring them up to 
a standard equal to that of new schools. 
This may, however, often be very diffi- 
cult; indeed it may sometimes be quite 
impracticable, and for such occasions the 
Minister has power under the 1948 
Amending Act to waive some of the 
requirements. Each case would be 
judged on its merits. 


INFERIOR STANDARDS 


Now in most schools of the kind which 
we have in mind, it is likely that there 
will be two main things wrong: there 
will not be enough accommodation, and 
in such accommodation as there is, 
physical standards will be inferior to 
those laid down under the Act. It is 
the responsibility of those who brief the 
architect to tell him what extra accom- 
modation is required, but it will be use- 
ful if in his negotiations with his client 
and with the Local Education Authority, 
the architect is familiar at least with the 
sizes laid down for teaching accommoda- 
tion, and if he also knows what provi- 
sion has to be made for storage, staff, 
medical inspection and meals. This 
information is given in the Regulations 
which have already been referred to, and 
on examination will be found to be sub- 
ject to fairly wide interpretation. Thus 
for teaching, for instance, overall areas 
are given, and there is no attempt to 
lay down the actual dimensions of the 
rooms: and for staff rooms, the number 
of rooms is specified, but, again, the 
dimensions are not prescribed. 

We are clearly expected to adhere to 
the spirit of the law rather than to its 
letter, and in adding to and adapting an 
existing school a commonsense attitude is 
what is required. 

In general it will be found that the 
accommodation which is missing in rural 


**'Where a supply of water under pressure is available, running water shall be laid on to wash-basins, baths and showers.” (Extract 


from Regulations.) 
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schools is cloakroom, sanitary and stor- 
age facilities and room for the staff: 
also, a playground and some arrange- 
ment for the schools’ meal service. It is 
up to the architect to provide these in as 
sensible a way as possible to make a 
reasonable working arrangement. 


COMMONSENSE ATTITUDE 


This commonsense attitude is even 
more important in considering the altera- 
tions which it will be necessary to make to 
the existing structure and to the services 
in. order to provide for adequate heat- 
ing, lighting, sound insulation, water 
supply and water-borne sewage—not for- 
getting that the latter will require proper 
disposal. It is possible that in some cir- 
cumstances it will be necessary to com- 
promise with the ideal. It is clear that 
the greatest obstacle to improvement is 
the structure itself, for this is likely to be 
of awkward shape, solidly built and 
expensive to modify. The installation of 
services may sometimes be difficult but 
is unlikely to be an insuperable problem: 
it is a part of the improvement which 
must be afforded since often there is no 
proper heating, and no artificial lighting 
or piped water supply at all. 

Alterations to the plan, on the other 
hand, and the improvement of natural 
lighting, and the elimination of damp 
may involve difficult decisions because 
the advantages gained from what may be 
costly alterations to the fabric may be 
comparatively small. 

This is not to say that every effort 
should not be made to make full use of 
the existing buildings. For architectural, 
if for no other reasons, ungainly and un- 
sympathetic growths around the parent 
building—however well they may satisfy 
the regulations—are to be avoided: 


more particularly so when, set apart from 
the main building, they house the we’s, 
an easy solution making bad architecture 
and providing unsatisfactory facilities, 
not least because the we’s often freeze up 
Rather it is to suggest 


in cold weather. 


























Small additions in an alien style may make unnecessary 


conflicts. 
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Lavatory blocks external to the main structure make bad 


architecture. 
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that instead of 
attempting to im- 
pose on the old 
building by elabor- 
ate reconstruction 
the _ characteristics 
of the new type of 
classrooms with 
which we have now 
become familiar, we 
should first con- 
sider more elemen- 
tary devices. By way 
of example, it will 
often be found that 
in an inadequately 
lit classroom the 
substitution of clear 
glass in large panes 
in the windows for 
the existing leaded 
lights, and imagina- 
tive decoration giv- 
ing reflection will 
improve the lighting 
enough without en- 
larging the window 
openings and _in- 
stalling a completely 
new window. 

In respect of “ fire 
precautions, _ struc- 
tural loadings, light- 
ing, ventilation and 
heating, water supply, washing and 
sanitary accommodation and drainage 
and sewage disposal,” the Regulations 
(Part VII) lay down general require- 
ments. In certain instances these require- 
ments say, in effect, that what is pro- 
vided is to be sufficient for its purpose: 
thus “the fire resistance of the elements 
of the structure and the properties of the 
materials shall be such that the safe 
escape of the occupants in the event of 
fire shall be reasonably assured.” Even 
where the requirements are more specific, 
the means of achieving them are not set 
out. For guidance, therefore, the 
Ministry of Education has produced 
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A central heating system of any kind is preferable to the Army 
stove, but a classroom is not an appropriate place for the in- 


stallation of the boiler. 


during the past few years tre series of 
well-known Bulletins in which the regula- 
tions are interpreted in terms of design 
and of building technique. 


Ministry of Education Bulletins 


The Bulletins (published by HMSO) 
with which the architect undertaking the 
improvements which we are considering 
will be concerned are Nos. 1, 2, 6, 7 and 
9, dealing respectively with “New 
Primary Schools,” ‘“ Secondary Schools,” 
‘Primary School Plans,” “ Fire and the 
Design of Schools” and “Colour in 
Schools.” 





Narrow windows with large dark mullions give an uneasy light, 
and the contrast is disturbing. 
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How do these bulletins and their 
recommendations relate to the work in 
hand? If we examine them briefly we 
shall see which parts of them are likely 
to be of particular help in the endeavour 
to improve existing schools. 

Although Bulletin No. 1 is five years 
old, and although some of the factual in- 
formation has been altered by subsequent 
regulations, the general suggestions are 
still valid, and it remains a thoroughly 
helpful and imaginative guide. It was 
written with new schools in mind, but 
most of the contents will be found 
applicable to the present task. 


GENERAL NOTES 


To begin with, there are some general 
notes about the character of various 
parts of a primary school, together with 
sketches illustrating a number of basic 
recommendations. These recommenda- 
tions could well be read in conjunction 
with the plans and analyses of actual 
schools given in Bulletin No. 6. A study 
of these plans and the comments 
attached to them shows that the present 
feeling about the planning of primary 
schools is that:— 

(1) They should be compact but in- 
formal in the arrangement of the 
rooms; designed in scale with the chil- 
dren and to give them sunlight and 
views. 


(2) They should avoid institutional 
characteristics such as large cloakrooms 
and blocks of lavatories. 

(3) The hall, which is nearly always 
at the centre of the school, must be 
linked with the kitchen or servery so 
that it can be used for meals, as well as 
for other communal activities and for 
gym. Nowadays, the hall is constantly 
in use for one reason or another. 

(4) The site should be developed as 
interestingly as possible and the play- 
ground should not necessarily adjoin 
the building. For children of 5 to 7 
some part of the garden may include 
a sandpit and a paddling pool. 

When it comes to old rural schools, the 
existing classrooms are likely to be tall 
and gaunt, admitting sunshine only by 
accident: to alter them to achieve in- 
formality and smallness of scale may be 
difficult, but where a hall is required one 
of them or two of them put together, 
suitably decorated, may well form a use- 
ful hall around which to add new class- 
rooms, much in the pattern suggested in 
Bulletin No. 1. 


UNBALANCED ARCHITECTURE 


There is always a danger that a very 
unbalanced architectural scheme may re- 
sult if only one or perhaps two class- 
rooms are added near to the old build- 
ing with no deference to its character. 
Small matchbox-like additions in juxta- 
position with traditional buildings but un- 
related to them are likely to create an 
unsatisfactory conflict: we are not 
recommending a wholesale return to 
traditional character, but we are er 
ing that if additions are to “ belong” 
the parent building their design may = 
quire more thought and imagination than 
the design of an entirely new building. 

As for the cloakrooms and lavatories, 
the point to bear in mind is that they 
should be brought into the school build- 
ings, instead of being in an outbuilding 
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as so often happens; also the cloak and 
washbasin areas need not be in a separate 
room, but can be related to the class- 
rooms in bays off the circulation. 


The design of kitchens and services in 
old schools just as in new schools is con- 
trolled by the Schools’ Meals Services, 
from whose officers information should 
be obtained. 

The Regulations say that paved play- 
grounds must be provided (for schools 
up to 120 pupils 110 ft. x 60 ft. and for 
larger schools up to 280 pupils 145 ft. x 
110 ft.). Many old schools have no such 
playgrounds but if one sticks merely to 
the law and adds an asphalted area right 
up against the buildings and surrounds 
it with high concrete posts and chain link 
fencing, the general effect is of a 
prisoner’s exercise yard. Playgrounds 
there must be, but by careful siting and 
by giving some thought to the surround- 
ings and to planting they can be made less 
objectionable. 


Other Important Matters 


Most of what has been discussed has 
concerned planning. Some of the other 
important matters dealt with in Bulletin 
No. 1 are: 

Lighting and heating (for which the 
Regulations lay down certain standards), 
sunlight, acoustics, sound absorption and 
the design of furniture. Colour is 
mentioned, but this subject has been writ- 
ten about more fully in the Bulletin No. 9, 
which should certainly be read. Bulletin 
No. 7, dealing with fire, is a useful 
document, but is more applicable to 
larger and particularly to multi-storey 
buildings. The information about venti- 
lation contained in Bulletin No. 1 is ex- 
panded in Bulletin No. 2, which is about 
New Secondary Schools. This Bulletin 
also contains notes about furniture and 
about staff rooms which may be helpful. 


DAYLIGHTING 


The notes on Daylighting in both 
Bulletins Nos. 1 and 2 have been super- 
seded as a result of later research. The 
position is now as follows. The Regu- 
lations ask for at least 2 per cent. day- 
light factor at desk and in teaching areas. 
After the war, when attention was drawn 
to the importance of daylighting, a system 
was devised for calculating in advance the 
daylight in a room. This depended upon 
the proportion of the sky giving light to 
any position in a room through the win- 
dows and could be computed by using 
special protractors. This calculation did 
not take into account the additional light 
obtained by reflection from ceilings and 
walls and almost certainly led to too high 
illumination. It was realised that this 
was a limitation and methods have now 
been devised to calculate the value of re- 
flection in rooms where the light comes 
from one side, so that the value for re- 
flection may be added to the value cal- 
culated by the protractors, giving a true 
“daylight factor”: and it is this mean- 
ing of the term which is intended by the 
current Regulations. 

There is, unfortunately, no single pub- 
lication setting out clearly, for archi- 
tects, how they are to conform with this 
regulation, but the subject has been 
covered in various *technical publications. 

It is doubtful whether it would either 
be possible to obtain the prescribed 
standard in some old classrooms, or 
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Even the removal of leaded lights would admit 
more daylight. 


whether it could be calculated, since this 
can be done only if the light source is 
from one side. Nevertheless the work 
which has been done has drawn attention 
to the value of reflection, and it is ob- 
vious that white paint can be put to 
great use in old schools where so often 
the walls have been dark in colour. 


Attention has also been drawn forcibly 
to the uncomfortable effect of strong con- 
trasts in lighting. Such conditions are 
prevalent in old schools where mullions 
appear dark against the slit gothic 
windows. Here, too, white paint can do 
much to relieve the strain, especially if 
the whole of the wall containing the win- 
dows is painted a light colour. 


SUNLIGHT AND ASPECT 


Associated with daylighting are the 
problems of sunlight and aspect. It is 
no longer thought necessary or desirable 
to make all classroom windows face 
south, irrespective of whether or not there 
is a view in the other direction; the rooms 
should be designed to give as much sun- 
light as possible, but the value of being 
able to see out to a pleasant view is also 
recognised. 


At one time it was probably thought a 
good thing that the children should be 
confined by high walls with windows set 
well up in them. That view is no longer 
held, and in some of the old classrooms 
it will be most desirable to lower the cill 
heights, but not the heads (since it is the 
upper parts which will admit most light) 
of the existing windows or to put in a 
new window, however small, at a level 
which is in scale with the children. 


SCALE 


The question of scale has been 
mentioned several times, and it is one that 





* Post-War Building Study, No. 12. The Lighting 
of Buildings. (The protractors are available from 
HMSO.) HMSO, price 21s. 6d. 

National Building Studies. Research Paper, No. 24. 
A study of the Inter-reflection of Daylight Using 
Models and Artificial Skies. HMSO, price 2s. 

Tig * Research Station Digest, No. 70, October, 
1954. MSO, price 3d. 

pe noes Journal: August 5, 1954. Calculation of 
the Indirect Component for Roof Lights: Hopkinson. 
September 16, 1954, Method of Calculating Reflec- 
ted Daylight: Hopkinson. 
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is emphasised in the Bulletins. Even if 
a room is excessively high, the incidentals 
in it can either increase its forbidding 
atmosphere or make it homely. We are 


' all familiar with the tall brown cupboards 


which stand aloof in the classroom, but 


| which incidentally don’t provide nearly 


enough storage space. If these were re- 
placed with ranges of low cupboards, 


| about 2 ft. 0 in. to 2 ft. 6in. high, in keep- 


ing With the size of the children, as illus- 
trated in Bulletin No. 1, it would do much 
to improve the rooms. Pin-up boards, too, 
can be arranged to unify the room, what- 


' ever undesirable incidental features it may 


have, and can help to avoid that distrac- 


© ting sight, the haphazard pinning up of 
» papers all over the walls, which in their 
» disorderliness give the eye no rest. 


In all these matters colour plays a most 


' important part, and apropos the cup- 
| boards, the Bulletin has this to say... 
' “The wall surfaces up to 2 ft. 0 in. can 
' have the brightest and most stimulating 
' colours and pattern treatment, and this 


will merge with and reflect the stimulating 
pattern of the children and the furniture. 


Thus by emphasising the small scale and 


exciting pattern at low level only, the 
room will be a children’s room and not 
just an adult’s room into which children 
are allowed to come.” It is not always 
in the architect’s province to have much 
say in the choice of furniture, but it is 
of the utmost importance that it should 
be of good design. Good furniture alone 
can do much to improve an otherwise 
dull classroom. 


COLOUR 


A full discussion on colour in schools 
is beyond the scope of this article and all 
we can do is first to refer readers once 
again to the Bulletin No. 9. which is 
unique and full of most valuable informa- 
tion, and second, to suggest that if oppor- 
tunity should occur they should try to see 
some of the redecoration of old schools 
in the LCC area, which has been done by 
the Furniture and Display Department. 
now in the charge of Mr. F. G. West, of 
the Architect’s Department. 


HEATING AND ARTIFICIAL 
LIGHTING 


Many rural schools are without proper 
artificial light and heating. The instal- 
lation of electric lighting will not present 
abnormal difficulties, except perhaps in so 
far as it may be necessary to light very 
high rooms. If so, it should be remem- 
bered that unless the ceiling is partially 
lit there will be a sense of gloom created 
by the contrast of the bright lights with 
the void above them. 


Heating is possibly a more _ difficult 
problem: suffice it to say that the un- 
lagged boiler serving a number of radi- 
ators and situated in one of 
classrooms is hardly an adequate solution. 
Of heating, Bulletin No. 1 says .... 
“ Many factors affect the choice of a heat- 
ing system for class spaces. The high 
tate of ventilation would suggest a radi- 
ation system; but the intermittent use of 
the rooms (requiring rapid heating and 
cooling for the sake of fuel economy) 
and the light forms of construction which 
are becoming more common (with low 
thermal capacity) would suggest a convec- 
tion system. With these types of struc- 
ture it is, however, essential to have good 
insulation, at least to standards recom- 


the - 





THE BUILDER 





mended in the Post-War Building Studies, 
No. 27 (Heating and Ventilation of 
Schools—HMSO). 

“The heating should certainly be con- 
trolled thermostatically and by a time 
switch, in view of the fact that out of the 
168 hours of each week the class spaces 
will probably not be used for more than 
about 35 hours. Over-heating would thus 
be prevented, and running costs would be 
lowered.” 

In older schools there may be little heat 
insulation, but there may well be 
occasions when it is desirable to put in 
a false ceiling either to lower the apparent 
height of a room, or to provide better 
lighting, or to adjust the acoustic con- 
ditions—subjects which we have not space 
to deal with—and by doing so additional 
heat insulation may also be provided. 


(To be continued.) 


THE RCA EXHIBITION OF 
STUDENTS’ WORK 
By BASIL MARRIOTT 


JNTIL February 20 the RCA is ex- 

~ hibiting selected work of its Fine Art 
and Graphic Design students at the 
Victoria and Albert Museum. The stand- 
ard is universally high: one has constantly 
to remind oneself that it is students’ work, 
though all have had previous grounding 
at other schools. It sets a problem, how- 
ever, in gauging the extent to which 
punches should be pulled, if at all. In 
the event here, however, there is little one 
would take a swing at, except perhaps that 
the painters seem to stick out a collective 
chin in one respect—not, I hasten to add, 
that of competence or merit but in appar- 
ent lack of enjoyment in the act of paint- 
ing, and consequently its capacity to give 
pleasure (as I feel it should) as well as 
impress. 

This is probably indicative of a general 
dis-ease, and is epitomised in painting as 
perhaps being the most direct expression 
of what is going on inside. Mr. Nevile 
Wallis, writing about the Young Contem- 
poraries at the RBA, who include RCA 
students, finds a “drab joylessness” in 
much student art, and the protest against 
social insecurity which to him this sug- 
gests “oddly anachronistic in the Wel- 
fare State.” While I agree with him about 
the gloom, I am less sure about its odd- 
ness—with, of course, respect. 

One has seen a good deal of students 
both before and since the war. The 
change seems to me that the Welfare State 
has added some brand new anxiety 
neuroses to the atavistic, inherited ones. 
Besides worrying about eventually making 
the grade and earning a living, young 
people now fear minor and intervening 
hurdles which may trip them out of their 
stride (and their grant—often the same 
thing) whereupon the pounce of National 
Service is apt to knock both long- and 
short-term plans for six. They may 
occasionally wonder whether the Welfare 
State has not swapped their birthright for 
a mess of red tapeage while nobody was 
looking, and their output may show it. 

In these circumstances, it seems odder 
to me that good work is produced at all, 
let alone work suggesting a joyful sense 
of security. This is relevant here only, as 
possibly extenuating some characteristics 
of the RCA painting. Otherwise, in face 
of its assured competence, how to explain 
its general ungaiety, the preoccupation 
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with vultures and Lowry-leaden skies? 
But I hopefully suspect that, for instance, 
two self-portraits were painted with 
tongue in livid cheek, and that the politi- 
cal Big Brothers and lugubrious draughts- 
players are satirical. The flying but over- 
weight matador by Joseph Tilson, joint 
winner of the Knapping Prize, cheered 
me up, but partly because I’m backing 
the under-bull against fancy-pants these 
days. 

Having expended space on an uninvited 
apologia I must skim the other Schools. 
The Stained Glass I thought quite splen- 
did in both traditional achievement and 
experimental courage. I particularly urge 
all architects to visit the show if only for 
this. A richer enrichment than “ secular” 
treatment of stained glass for a public 
building would be impossible to find, and 
I suspect that much contemporary idiom 
finds its vindication in this medium. The 
new preoccupation with translucency in 
relation to, e.g., curtain walling, is surely 
an added reason, and one Gaudi-esque 
confection of green and ruby glass and 
metal stays in the mind in this connection. 

Of the sculpture, I liked S. C. Harpley’s 
“Small Girl ”—neither a prissy miss nor 
a Searle-girl but an oddly moving study, 
in pose and expression, of that not un- 
hopeful pessimism which is the best we 
have been able to bequeath to our young. 
Of the etchers David Jupp, and of other 
“ graphists,” Dennis Bailey, Joan Beales, 
Philip Reeves and Jane Pickles are clearly 
to be closely watched. The Book Produc- 
tion, by which the Graphic Design School 
is represented here is of a practical, i.e., 
printable and legible, elegance which 
bodes well for the College’s new private 
press. A whole book, with its travelling- 
case, prepared for the Henley Grand 
Challenge Cup Committee, shows that 
sporting archives could regain their 
former excellence in the hands of the 
RCA. 


LONDON BUILDERS’ 
CONFERENCE 


RIBA’s Advice to Members 


MPHE following statement appears in the 
current (January) issue of the RIBA 
Journal: : 

In reply to a question in the House of 
Commons on December 21, the Minister 
of Works made the following statement: 
“In future, firms will not be included on 
any list of approved Government contrac- 
tors for new buildings if in tendering for 
such work they follow the practices 
criticised by the Monopolies and Restric- 
tive Practices Commission. The firms 
already on the lists are being asked to 
confirm that they wish to remain there 
and accept this condition. This will make 
it unnecessary to continue the use of the 
form of declaration which was directed 
against these practices. The attention of 
the Associations of Local Authorities is 
being drawn to the report and to the 
action taken.” a ae 

The Council welcome the Minister’s 
statement and suggest that members 
should act in a similar manner as regards 
any lists of firms they may keep for the 
purpose of inviting tenders. If such 
assurances are obtained, it will no longer 
be necessary to require the individual 
undertaking recommended by the Council 
in the RIBA Journal for August 1951, 
page 378. 
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View from the south. Below : The campanile. 


DANISH CHURCH OF ST. NIKOLAJ-AT KINGSTON UPON HULL 


Architects Builders 
WHEATLEY & HOULDSWORTH, F/ARIBA GEO. HOULTON & SONS, LTD. 


ys new building replaces the original church 

which was situated on the other side of Osborne- 
street, almost immediately opposite the present site, 
and which was totally demolished in an enemy 
bombing raid on Hull in May, 1941. Soon after the 
bombing, negotiations were begun by the local 
Danish church trustees for providing a new church. 


The original Danish church in Hull was built from 
funds obtained from British naturalised Danish 
subjects and also true Danish subjects who were 
resident in the district. Its original purpose was a 
place of worship for these people, numbering ap- 
proximately 200. It also served the same purpose for 
persons of the Norwegian national faith. Hull has 
always done a great amount of trade with the Scan- 
dinavian countries, and in the course of time more 
and more Danish and Norwegian ships were visiting 
the port and city. The Danish Seamen’s Mission 
became interested in the old church and after its 
destruction they shipped over from Scandinavia a 
timber prefabricated building to serve as a temporary 
church until the new permanent building could be 
completed. 
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View towards entrance. 


Entrance hall. 


The siting of the new church was important 
because it had to be easily accessible to seamen arriving 
in ships. The old site was admirably suitable, as it 
was on the direct route from the docks, and the trustees 
wished to rebuild upon it. The local planning authority, 
however, required the land for a new roadway and they 
suggested the new site. 


Several salient factors went to produce the plan-form 
of the church. For instance, the normal congregation, 
on an ordinary Sunday, was approximately 45 persons, 
but on special religious occasions it often numbered 
300. Another requirement was that the premises 
should provide social amenities for not only the visiting 








Danish seamen, but also for the Danish residents. 
Equal importance is attached to this social function of 
the church in ordinary parishes in Denmark. 


The church portion of the building is capable of 
comfortably accommodating about 50 people. In the 
Danish church no kneeling takes place; the congre- 
gation sits to sing hymns and stands to pray. Less 
space per person is therefore required than in chur- 
ches that are commonly known in this country. On 
a special occasion the sliding screens dividing the 
ground-floor premises are folded back against the 
walls, and the whole of the ground-floor accommo- 
dation (the two recreation rooms) provides the addi- 
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View 


of the chapel balcony. 
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showing treatment 


View in chapel, showing altar 





and pulpit. 
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tional space required for the larger congregation. 
The pulpit is so situated that it can be seen from all 
angles when this extended accommodation is being 
used. 


The door at the rear of the premises, giving access 
to the church portion itself, has been provided 
because the premises are used by the Dutch community 
in Hull for a religious service on a weekday night. 
During most of the year the screens separating the 
recreation rooms are in the closed position and the 


Ornamental metal grille at the base of the campanile. 


Recreation room. 


room next to the church portion of the building 
itself contains wireless, television, card and writing 
tables, etc. The recreation room adjoining this is a 
reading room and general meeting room. On the 
first floor are billiards and table tennis tables, and this 
accommodation is also used for private cinematograph 
shows. Lavatory accommodation is provided for 
both sexes. Following is a list of the sub-contractors :— 
Plastic floor tiling, Asbestos & Rubber Co., Ltd.; altar 
paving, O. Toffolo & Son, Ltd.; slate cills, Bow Slate & 
Enamel Co., Ltd.; metal windows, Mellowes & Co., Ltd.; 





Cobble stones at the foot of the campanile. 
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KINGSTON UPON HULL 


Corner detail in the chapel. 


steelwork, Redpath, Brown & Co., Ltd.; reinforced 
concrete, Twisteel Reinforcement, Ltd.; metal grilles, 
Birmingham Guild Co. and J. W. Wright & Son; Celotex 
ceiling, N. R. Burnett, Ltd.; hardwood floors, Hollis Bros., 
Ltd. ; sliding door gear, P. C. Henderson, Ltd.; door 
furniture, King"&<Co. and Gibbons & Co., Ltd. ; painting, 
J. T. Sawney & Sons; piling, Holmpress Piles, Ltd. ; roof 


DANISH CHURCH 
OF ST. NIKOLA}#, 
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Exterior treatment to entrance hall window. 


tiling, Dawber, Townsley & Co., Ltd.; plumbing, Drape 
& Upton, Ltd.; roofing, Ruberoid Co., Ltd.; kneeling 
cushions, P. Willoughby; electrical works, Humber 
Electric Eng. Co.; lightning conductor, R. C. Cutting; 
and door lettering, Oldham Sign Co.; Photographs 
reproduced were taken by Donald I. Innes, Tom Buckeridge 
and Donaldson. 





Games room. 
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News of the Week 


UNIVERSITY LIBRARY 


R. VERNER O. REES, FRIBA, is 

preparing plans for a new library at 
Birmingham University. The library will 
mark the beginning of a plan to con- 
solidate the whole university on the 
dgbaston site—a_ long-standing project 
which was delayed first by the war and 
then by the restrictions on capital ex- 
penditure. The university grants com- 
mittee has authorised the university to 
begin the first stage of the library at a 
cost of £427,000. This stage involves 
little more than half of the scheme to 
build a library capable of holding more 
than 1,000,000 books, and accommoda- 
ton for at least 500 readers in reading 
rooms of different types. 

The first stage, according to Mr. Rees’ 
plans, involves a T-shaped building which 
will include all the reading rooms in a 
centre block with about 92,000 volumes. 
In the basement will be the area allocated 
for mechanical services for the whole 
building, together with cloakrooms, staff 
rooms and workrooms. The building will 
also include an entrance hall, catalogue 
room, periodicals room, rare books room 
and accommodation for some 330,000 
books in the upper part. 

In the scheme for consolidation, the 
library will be in the centre of a pro- 
posed new arts block. 


AIRPORT BUILDINGS 


Mr. ALIcK Low, FRIBA, a partner in 
the firm of Norman and Dawbarn, of 5, 
Gower-street, WC1, flew to Nassau in the 
Bahamas at the end of last month to dis- 
cuss in general terms the buildings for the 
new airport. Another partner, Mr. 
Richard Lloyd Jones, is at present in 
Malta, discussing the island’s new passen- 
ger handling Puliding with the Malta 
Government. Recently another member 
of the firm returned from Rangoon where 
a new ssenger terminal building is 
being built for the Burmese Government, 
under the supervision of an American 
firm of consulting engineers, Knappen, 
Tippetts, Abbett and McCarthy. Plans 
for new airport buildings for Jamaica 
have also been submitted to the Jamaican 
authorities: 


CHECKING OF PLANS 


ARRANGEMENTS for the employment 
by the LCC of engineering consultants in 
private practice for checking various 
types of calculations in connection with 
applications submitted to district. sur- 
veyors under the London Building Acts 
and by-laws are to be extended for a 
further year. The work involves check- 
ing steelwork or reinforced concrete 


~ 


plans and calculations and details of. 


forms of construction of unconventional 
types. 


THE WOKINGHAM SCHOOL 


Tue Finat Account for the building of 
St. Crispin’s Modern School, Wokingham 
(according to a report in the Berkshire 
Chronicle of January 14), amounts to 
£191,844 14s. 3d., showing an excess over 
the tender of March 23, 1951, of 
£25,500 14s. 3d. 

This school was designed by the Archi- 
tects’ branch, Ministry of Education, as 
an experiment in standardised building. 
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CAR PARK FORUM 


Mr. PETER SHEPHEARD, BArch, FRIBA, 
writes to point out that in our account 
last week of the Forum on Car Parks at 
the Architectural Association, he is mis- 
reported as saying that Grosvenor-square 
was “ one of the most criminal acts ever 
committed by a Borough Council.” Mr. 
Shepheard adds: “I referred, of course, 
to Golden-square, not Grosvenor-square, 
where the general character has been very 
well preserved and the trees treated par- 
ticularly well.” We much regret this 
error. 


THE REITH LECTURES 


PROFESSOR NIKOLAUS PEVSNER, Slade 
Professor of Fine Art at Cambridge 
University, and head of the Department 
of Art History at Birkbeck College, 
London University, has accepted the 
BBC’s invitation to broadcast the Reith 
Lectures, 1955, and has chosen as his 
subject “The Englishness of- English 
Art and Architecture.” 


THE RIBA SPECIAL, FINAL 


CANDIDATES who intend to apply for 
admission to the RIBA Special Final 
Examination are reminded that the 
Council of the Royal! Institute have de- 
cided that the minimum age limit will 
be raised from 30 to 35 with effect from 
January 1, 1958. 


PROFESSOR NERVI 


ProFEssor P. L. NERVvI has been forced 
to cancel his proposed visit to this 
country this month on grounds of health. 
He was to have lectured here on rein- 
forced concrete structures in Italy. 


SCANDINAVIAN VISITORS 


Mr. GUNNAR LONN, who is assistant in 
the Town Planning Department of Stock- 
holm City Council, arrived in the United 
Kingdom on January 7 on a five months’ 
British Council bursary to study town- 
planning with. particular reference to 
administration. Until April he will be in 
the Town Planning Division of the 
London County Council. 

Two other architects from Scandinavia 
are here for three months on British 
Council bursaries, studying town plan- 
ning. Mr. Bengt Sefve, who is in the 
municipal engineer’s office at Malmo, 
Sweden, is spending the first month visit- 
ing some of the new towns and also in- 
dustrial centres, including Birmingham, 
Leeds and Manchester and _ will 
attached for the last two months to the 
LCC Architect’s Department. Mr. Sefve 
collaborated with Professor Nils Ahrbom 
in planning the heat and power plant 
building of the Royal Technical Univer- 
sity College, Sweder. Miss Gunborg 
Stenfors, who is city architect of Jakob- 
stad, Finland, is attached to the Planning 
Division of the LCC and is attending for 
a term the diploma course in town plan- 
ning at University College, London. 


BUILDING SOCIETY’S GROWTH 


NOTWITHSTANDING competition from 
local authorities for loans for house pur- 
chase, building societies have greatly 
increased their business in the last few 
years, but none more than the Co-opera- 
tive Permanent Building Society, which 
since 1949 ‘has doubled its assets. To 
celebrate the attainment of £100m. assets, 
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the Society held a dinner at the Dorches- 
ter Hotel, W1, last week, at which some 
400 members and guests were present. The 
toast of the Co-operative Permanent 
Building Society was proposed by Vis- 
count Alexander of Hillsborough, and the 
response was by Mr. H. L. Score, the 
Society’s president. 

The Co-operative Permanent Building 
Society has announced that it has put into 
operation a scheme under which advances 
of 95 per cent. will be granted to owner- 
occupiers repayable over a period of 35 
years. This is subject to the amount of 
the loan in excess of the normal advance 
being covered by an indemnity policy for 
which the borrower pays a single premium 
to an insurance company. The scheme 
will apply to newly-built houses and also 
to those existing houses which are com- 
parable with newly-built houses in 
amenities, design and structure. 


IOB EVENT 


THE Institute of Builders’ Licentiate 
Discussion Club held their annual dinner 
and dance at the Holborn Restaurant on 
January 22. The total company numbered 


,over 100, and included club members— 


past and present—their wives and friends. 
The chairman of the club, Mr. H. D. 
Priddey, proposed the toast of “ The Insti- 
tute” and the president, Mr. F. i 
Wallis, replied. 


COID APPOINTMENTS 


Tue Board of Trade have announced 
that the President has appointed Mr. 
Misha Black; Professor R. Y. Goodden, 
ARIBA; Mr. William Johnstone; and 
Mr. J. M. Richards, ARIBA, to be 
members of the Council of Industrial 
Design. He has also appointed Miss I. S. 
Gibson and Mr. R. R. Scott Hay to be 
members. of the Scottish committee. 


SCHEME FOR HOLLAND HOUSE 


Sir HuGH Casson, FRIBA, has been 
instructed by the Youth Hostels Associa- 
tion (England and Wales) to prepare plans 
for the proposed adaptation of Holland 
House, Kensington, as the basis of a King 
George VI memorial hostel. The plans 
will include the design of a new building 
to supplement the east wing. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENT 


Mr. Witttram C. Symes, FRIBA, FRICS, 
announces that he has been joined in partnership by 
Mr. G. HAMILTON GOULD, FRIBA, AADipl, and will 
continue to practise under the style of Grorce 
fag ou - from Mr. re. Gould’s 
‘ormer office at 1, Bloomsbury-sq., 1: (tele: 
Chancery 5211/2). i 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1855 
> Saturday, February 3, 1855 


INCREASED FACILITIES AT LONDON- 
BRIDGE. — A correspondent, Mr. M. T. 
O'Keefe, CE, suggests the formation of 
a superway for foot passengers across 
London-bridge, based on two rows of 
columns, 15 ft. high and 30 ft. apart, 
and so distributed as to divide the slow 
from the quick traffic below, while also 
supporting the transverse and longitudinal 
girders on which the superway would be 
laid, and which could-be ascended by 
some 30 easy steps. The railway foot 
traffic, he further suggests, might be pro- 
vided with a continued superway leading 
into or out of the railway terminus. The 
same suggestion might apply to Waterloo- 
bridge. 
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Two of the five “‘ roundhouse ”’ blocks in the Stockholm scheme. 


SWEDISH “ ROUNDHOUSES” 


Experimental Blocks of Flats on a Circular Plan 


By CHARLES H. SPORLE 


Lp the direction of the Stockholm 

City Development Bureau there is 
now being completed a type of dwelling 
new to Stockholm, a block of flats in the 
form of a tower. 


The project, which is at Bromma, one 
of the city’s western suburbs, comprises 
five buildings, two on four floors, and three 
on three floors, which together provide 
165 “‘single-room’’ flats for the nurses 
and other staff at Beckomberga Hospital. 
This type of modern “ round house’”’ is 
not usual in Stockholm, where preference 





Bromma Church near Stockholm. The 
tower is an early example of circular 
construction in Sweden. 


is shown for the familiar blocks of flats 
of from three to ten storeys. 

The increasing cost of building, due to 
the steady upward trend of land values, 
was a factor influencing the design, with 
special attention to space-saving considera- 
tions, since it is particularly well adapted 
for apartments for single persons. 'This 
particular plan is economical, since owing 
to the centrally placed staircase, the area 
normally allowed for landings or corridors 
has been reduced by about 50 per cent. 

The circular stairhead with its open 
stair plan, has also made possible rooms 
and corridors of an unconventional and 
intriguing design, so obviating the usual 
grim corridor full of doors. In addition, 
the staircase receives full daylight from 
the top, where use has been made either 
of a “lantern’”’ or a bottle-glass roof at 
the stairhead. 


SIMPLE CONSTRUCTION 


The construction is remarkably simple, 
with its exterior walls of light concrete 
blocks, and: interior walls radiating from 
the staircase well. No secondary beams 
or piers were necessary to carry the main 
beams, and the simple repetitive design 
greatly facilitated the task of running 
concrete for the main beams. The 
interior walls conceal evacuation channels 
and pipes. The bearing walls form an 
efficient sound insulating barrier between 
the apartments. 

It is difficult to estimate how much 
cheaper it is to build a block of this design 
compared with one of a normal type. 
Lack of experience with any type of build- 
ing can, in the beginning, lead to increased 
costs, but it is calculated that there should 
be a saving of from 8 to 10 per cent. 


Each floor in these blocks at Beckom- 
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berga contains 10 flats, each consisting 
of one room with a bed alcove, a well- 
lighted kitchenette with an electric cooker 
and refrigerator, toilet, two wardrobes 
and a hat and coat rack. 

The floor area is barely 22 sq. metres in 
area, and by reason of its radial disposition 
is conical in form. This, however, is 
not so noticeable as may be imagined, for 
the reason that the walls of the kitchenette 
serve to break up the room area, so form- 
ing one side of the bed alcove. In eaciy 
building the kitchenette in one flat has 
been replaced by a kitchen, and the re- 
maining area, except for the toilet, in- 
creased so that the total area of the apart- 
ment is about 31.5 sq. metres. The 
interior walls are finished with plaster 
and decorated in light colours. 

Since the staff is on shift work, and 
bearing in mind the opportunities whicia 
they have of using the bathing facilities 
provided in the main hospital building, it 
has been possible to design apartments 
without a bathroom, and instead to pro- 
vide two bathrooms and a separate shower 
in each of the semi-basements. In addition, 
in each of these,'as also in the attics, 
private storage divisions for trunks, spare 
furniture, etc., have been provided. 


SMALL APARTMENTS 


A circular building of this size is par- 
ticularly suitable for the provision of small 
apartments. A larger one involves rooms 
of an over-long conical form. There is, 
too, the problem of adequate ventilation. 
With a building of this size this important 
aspect has been efficiently achieved. 


Plan of a typical flat. 
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In addition to the housing of hospital 
staff, a building of this type could well 
be used as an old folk’s home, or pen- 
sioners’ home, since with its compact 
design and equipment it compares favour- 
ably with such buildings of the more 
conventional type. The “tower” could 
easily be carried up to several more storeys 
aad a lift installed through the staircase. 


This first group of round houses is in 
the nature of an experiment, although the 

near-by Bromma Church, which is mainly 
in the form of a tower, is an early example 
o: this type of construction. The human 
eve reacts all too easily to the uncon- 
ventional and the incongruous. It is, 
therefore, of great importance that a 
project of this kind should be carefully 
sited in a suitable locality. 


The design was by Arkitekt Gosta 
Wallén, SAR, Stockholm, by whose 
courtesy the plans and diagrams were 
provided. 


REPRESENTATION OF 
SALARIED ARCHITECTS 


ABT Statement 


Y,HE Association of Building Tech- 
nicians issue the following statement: 

“The RIBA letter on the representation 

of salaried members, having been com- 
nented on in the *technical Press, can 
be considered to be public property. The 
ABT therefore feels free to make known 
its views. 

“Tt is a source of satisfaction that the 
RIBA and the ABT have improved their 
already cordial relations by the manner in 
which full and friendly discussions have 
been conducted. Furthermore, the RIBA 
has now clearly stated that it cannot act 
as a trade union. 
this, but it is obviously an advantage to 
have the issue clarified by the RIBA itself. 

“The RIBA letter says, ‘A union ex- 
clusive to architects would be too weak 
numerically to compete with the existing 

- multilateral organisations.’ We agree. 
But most of these organisations attempt, 
unlike the ABT, to bring together mem- 
bers who have little in common. Such 
organisations do not, and cannot, satisfy 
architects. 

“As for the ABT, we can point to a 
number of positive gains on behalf of 
architects during the last few years. If 
such achievements result when the ABT 
works alone, how much more could be 
expected from an enlarged ABT working 
with the recognition and backing of the 
RIBA. 

“ Fifty per cent. of the membership re- 
plied to the RIBA questionnaire—an ex- 
ceptionally high proportion for an inquiry 


of this kind. Of these, 63 per cent. ex-. 


pressed themselves as willing to join a 
union. It is not surprising that there is 
bitter disappointment with the recent 
letter, for the RIBA has not answered the 
clear ‘demand of a large proportion of the 
membership but suggests only the per- 
petuation of the status quo. 

“Architects still need a strong trade 
union. The ABT is in existence and has 
had invaluable years of experience. Its 
constitution is democratic and adaptable 
tc change. Given widespread support it 
can become fully effective.” 





, * bg’ ae was reproduced in our issue of January 
4, p. A 
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RIBA 


Final Examination Results 


HE RIBA Final Examination was held 
in London and other centres from 
November 24 to December 3 last. Of the 
427 candidates examined, 157 passed as 
follows: Passed whole examination, 99; 
passed whole examination, subject to 
approval of thesis, 4; passed part 1 only, 53; 
passed part 2 only, 1. 270 candidates were 
relegated. The successful candidates are as 
follows:— 
WHOLE EXAMINATION 


(Miss) C. M. Alfey; J. H. G. Archer; G. B. 
Arnold; R. A. Ashdown; S. L. Barclay; Peter Ben- 
well; E. C. Best; R. C. Biddiscombe; D. M. Billam; 
B. J. Bird; Douglas Black; A. S. E. Bradley; Robert 
Bruce; R. K. Brzezinski; Lucjan Buchwald; fC. H. 
= John Burke. 

J. Chamberlain; J. H. F. Coffin; A. G. Cooke; 
F. AS. Corlett; R. H. LC eneeg Pp. Cc. Curtin; D. J. 
Dalton; (Miss) D. C. Downer; A. Dunnings; G. T. 
Edge; A. H. Farrar; M. J. L. Seana (Mrs.) R. J. 
Fleck; D. H. Fleming; J. E. C. Forsyth; y ee: § 
French. 

N. J. J. Gawronski; G. R. George; Thomas Glass; 
tA. W. M. Grant-Nelson; B. H. Hansford; J. A. 
Hardy; M. G. Hicks; N. §S. Hubbard; D. J. 
Humphries; P. L. James; Gordon Jameson; D. H. 
Jenkins; G. Graham Jones; Jan Kot; Derrick Lees; 
Re Liddell; S. H. Longson; *A. J. Lyne. 

F. A. A. Mackenzie; E. A. McOnegal; A. R. 
Gilbert Mellers; William Mercer; W. S. 
Milner; J. M. oore; O. Morhaim; F. C. M. 
Morris; K. A. Neivens; Gerald Norwood; A. H. 
Osborne; K. H. Panter; R G. Parry; Roy Payne; 
La & Pring; R. B. Prisgrove; J. L. Pujdak. 

R. W. Read; E. J. Redstone; M. K. Reeves; 
L. H. A. Ringrose; P. W. Robinson; Andrzej 
Rudowski; D. P. Saunders; (Miss) C. P. L. Shorney; 
W. G. Silvester; R. D. Sinclair; B. M. B. Skelton; 
(Miss) Margaret Skelton; John Small;: Colin Smith; 
David Leonard Smith; *John Lewis ‘Smith; *Ralph 
M. A. Smith; D. W. Stonelake; M. T. K. Szarowicz. 

D. R. Tapper; A. R. Thomas; C. H. G. Tims; 
(Miss) J. M. Tonge; Frank Turner; J. J. Turner; 
A. L. Vasbenter; N. E. Walford; E. S. Walton; 
P. J. W. Ware; B. E. Watt; A. H. R. Weitzel; Alan 
West-Jones; G. N. Woodcock; K. C. J. Wright. 


PART 1 ONLY 

D. G. F. Andrew; G. C. Atkins; P. A. S. Benton; 
Keith Bottomley: P. E. Boyes: K. J. Broughton; 
G. B. Burgess; Bryan Collins: (Miss) J. S. Colwill; 
G. T. Dodgson; J. K. Drobik; G. W. Edmands. 

P. V. Farley; Geoffrey Favell; E. G. Finlason; 
R. A. Fisk; R. K. Fletcher; M. P. E. Foster; V. G. 
Fry; R. K. German; K. E. Gilham; (Miss) Denyse 
Goddard; Alwyn Hull; W. T. Jarosz; Z. B. 
Jaszczolt. 

P. J. Kilpatrick; D. G. King; Jan Kleiber; J. E. 
Knight; K. T. Kowalewski; Roland Lancon; N. T. 
Lawrence; B. D. Meeking; P. E. J. Parker-Jones; 
J. H. S. Portsmouth; E. A. Reynolds; J. M. Rich- 
mond; R. S. Riggs; T. R. W. Roberts; L. K. 
Robinson. 

T. W. Saunders;.W. J. Sloan; John Shortland 
Smith; Kenneth S. Smith; G. S. Speechley; R. C. 
Stapleton; B. J. Stevens; P. A. Stewart; D. S. Tid- 
marsh; D. M. Watson; A. S. West; K. L. Westrope; 
W. N. A. Willis. 


PART 2 ONLY 
*Roy Mitchell. 


The Special Final Examination 


The Special Final Examination was held 
in London and other centres from November 
24 to December 3 last. Of the 263 candi- 
dates examined, 56 passed as follows: Passed 
whole examination, 46; passed part 1 only, 
9; passed part 2 only, 1. 207 candfdates 
were relegated. The successful candidates 
are as follows:— 


WHOLE EXAMINATION 

R. R. Allen; D. H. Armstone; A. W. Arrow; 
T. F. Axon; R. L. Barclay; A. G. Bentley; D. S. 
Briggs; F. J. Brown; T. H. de W. Coleman; Neville 
Cooley; Stanley Dawes; M. A. Diserens; George 
Djurkovic; J. H. Edleston; N. M. Fleming; Donald 
Fraser. 

Raymond Gent; B. A: Gilonis; M. G. Sees 
H. S. Hallam; C. L. Headings; W. S. Hendry; D 
Hews; Cliffe Hickling; E. P. Hill; D. W. Tefiriee: 
W. H. Jellema; A. E. Johnson; D. J. Kershaw; S. M. 


— L. F. Longshaw; L. F. Lumb; H. E. Mate; 


D. Mirrington; R. M. Molesworth; Kenneth 
Newton. 


L. 'V. Rayner; A. M. Read; W. J. Reed; Alan 


*Subject to approval of Thesis. 
+Distinction in Thesis. 





219 


Reid; W. G. J. Sowersby; Dennis : /% | Me Ay 3 
Taylor; R. E. Walker; H. L. Webb; P. V. Yap. 
PART 1 ONLY 


E. A. Burnett; George Hannah; K. H. Jarvis; 
Rainer Klaprott; Z. S. Krawczak; R. R. Plunkett; 
K. N. Sutcliffe; E. Tierechow-Pienkow; J. F. Turton. 


q PART 2 ONLY 
T. W. Davis. 


The following candidates have also passed 
the Special Final Examination:— 
E. H. G. Child; Donald Waite; P. A. Watkinson. 


POLICE STATIONS 


Home Office Memorandum on Design 
and Construction 


(THERE has been a spate of handbooks 

since the war, telling architects how 
to design everything from a doorknob 
to a dormitory neighbourhood. Some of 
these were out of date before they were 
out of print, because they tried to specify 
too much detail. Others, in an effort to 
avoid regimentation, offered so many 
choices of design as to leave the reader 
in confusion. The Home Office has 
avoided these errors in a short Memo- 
randum on the Design and Construction 
of Police Stations. (HM Stationery 
Office, Is. 6d.). This gives exactly the 
general guidance that an architect appre- 
ciates, particularly in the early stages of 
a scheme. It deals with the all-important 
matter of procedure and approvals; it sets 
out a few sound principles of planning 
and construction; and it gives a complete, 
but not over-elaborated, schedule of 
accommodation. There is an appendix 
on the planning of cells, of which, it is 
assumed, many architects will not have 
had personal experience. 


CORRECT RELATIONSHIP 


The correct relation between the 
various entrances and such rooms as the 
inquiry room, the charge room, the cells 
and the parade room always presents a 
difficult planning problem, and an archi- 
tect must use his fund of resource in 
accommodating all the details within the 
main lines of a well-organised plan. No 
handbook can tell him how to succeed in 
this. 

‘The hint of parsimony in materials and ° 
finishes is to be regretted. There is no 
department of public building which justi- 
fies a higher standard of design and finish. 
The police forces themselves set an 
example of smartness and discipline. 
Architects should not be prevented by 
short-term economies from making police 
stations orderly and substantial in appear- 
ance and robust and permanent in con- 
struction and finish. 

D. H. McM. 


CLERK OF WORKS WANTED 

’ A clerk of works is required for the build- 
ing contract for a State Hospital in the Per- 
sian Gulf. Salary £1,600 per annum. Term 
of appointment in the first case, 18 
months. Details are advertised in this issue. 


FORTHCOMING EXHIBITIONS 

Among the exhibitions of interest to the 
building industry due to take place this year 
are the following: The Building Exhibition, 
Olympia, London, November 16 to 30; 
“The Birmingham -Mail” Midlands Ideal 
Home Exhibition, Bingley Hall, Birmingham, 
September 28 to Oetober 22; Ulster’s Own 
Ideal Home Exhibition, The King’s Hall, 
Belfast, August 31 to September 17. 
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“PLANNING BY FORM” 


A Lecture at the Architectural Association 


om PLANNING by Form” was the sub- 

ject of a philosophical lecture given 
by Mr. J. B. Bakema, at the Architectural 
Association, 36, Bedford-square, WC1, on 
January 26. The meeting was a crowded 
one. It was organised by the Students’ 
Committee and, after preliminary busi- 
ness had been disposed of, the President 
of the Association vacated the chair in 
favour of Mr. G, Gibberd, chairman of 
that committee. 

Introducing lecturer to audience, THE 
CHABRMAN said that Mr. Bakema had 
come from Holland to address the meet- 
ing. He had had a lot to do with plan- 
ning, and had helped rebuild the centre of 
Rotterdam._ This was something that had 
not been achieved in this country to any- 
thing like the same extent. The plan had 
been completely integrated in architecture 
right down to the shop and small business. 

Mr. BAKEMA said that in Rotterdam 
there were the same planning difficulties 
as in Britain and other countries, and 
there was the chance to approach life 
and achieve a kind of clearness. His trip 
by aeroplane that day had helped him 
to realise what planning was like—it was 
like the new plane touching the old earth. 

We were living in the age of machines; 
it was an age in which. technique had 
come to a kind of decision; and we now 
had to come to a kind of decision about 
something that human beings had to 
realise after living a hundred years in the 
machine age. It could be personally 
known to us that each one of us was part 
of a generation that had to bear on its 
back all the circumstances of such a kind 
of decision. The situation was very 
interesting and very difficult. We were all 
of a generation that had gone through 
two world wars, and we knew that the 
effect of total war penetrated to every per- 
son in every country that had taken part 
in the second world war; and now, not 
only in the matter of war but in every- 
thing, we felt that if something happened 
on the other side of the earth, it had an 
effect on ourselves. 


A UNIVERSAL MOVEMENT 


Things happening in China affected us 
here. If the Americans tried to explore 
the possibilities of a bomb, although it. 
was only an exercise, it produced an effect 
on our circumstances. Knowing that all 
things were part of one universal move- 
.ment we knew that every thing was re- 
lated to every other thing, and we knew 
that in the circumstances of a meeting of 
a school of architects, where students and 
teachers come together, in the kind of 


architecture being practised, i.e., creating. 


forms of architecture, town planning and 
planning generally, they were partici- 
pating in this universal movement. It 
was good to think simultaneously that 
every single thing was so related to all 
others that, speaking symbolically, if there 
was a push on one side of the earth the 
effect was felt on the other side. 
Architects knew that form could not 
be developed in an ivory tower, but at 
the same time it was not a thing for a 
conference. When the architect left the 
ivory tower and went to the conference 
table to discuss with the housewife, the 
social surveyor, the technician, etc., every- 
one present became a specialist: There 


was a growing opinion that form could 
result from such a conference, but it was 
good for architects to realise that the 
people at the conference table were not 
pursuing form all with the-same mind. 
There was a negative side of the situa- 
tion; sometimes it resulted in what archi- 
tects liked, but at other times it resulted 
in what they disliked. Form became 
more and more significant: it had to take 
part in the definitions we were making 
about life to-day. We were in the middle 
of the machine age. We were a genera- 
tion by ourselves, having the foundations 
prepared by other men but having to solve 
another problem. 


ARCHITECTURAL FORM 


Speaking about form, Mr. Bakema said 
some considered this problem in a per- 
sonal way, and personally he thought 
form was simply a tool. It was not an 
end in itself but a tool to do something 
with. It was a tool by means of which 
mankind acquired a kind: of awareness of 
space. By architecture and town planning 
we created spaces. Man lived in total 
space, and the moment we made differ- 
ences in this total space, we cut off and 
at the same time gave positive form to 
the portion cut off. We lived in the part 
cut off, and we should realise that it 
was part of total space, and should realise 
the relationship between the cut-off space 
and total space. This was a responsibility 
going far beyond the discussion table. By 
means of architectural forms man got 
shelter for living and his ‘various activities. 
We could say that we made space for 
working, recreation, traffic and so on. 
These were primary functions. 

It was remarkable that in exercising his 
full responsibility for a primary function, 
man had always an element of choice 
among several possibilities. In architec- 
ture that choice might be in style. A 
house was a concentrated piece of space. 
Anyone who went to Holland and saw the 
little houses in Utrecht would see there a 
definition about space—a definition about 
the relationship between man-made space 
and the universe. Things had been done 
in a new way. The architect had made 
detailed surveys in every case, but he had 
not then made the decision. He had a 
certain responsibility for the moment of 
decision. 

In the days of eclecticism the making of 
the decision would have been easy, but it 
had become aifficult under to-day’s con- 
ditions. The photographic film had made 
clear what a man would see if he went 
from one side of the earth to the other, 
and somewhere we had to realise this 
new feeling of a man going through 
space. The new houses in Holland were 
typical of the circumstances from which 
Holland had set out. They were related 
to this movement, They had brought 
ideas about town planning into a clear 
plan for the first time. It was part of 
a creative process. Motor cars had first 
come into the creative process of town 
planners and architects about 1928. They 
had then ceased to be regarded as some- 
thing which was defeating the architect’s 
idea about a town. They had become 
something which architects loved and in 
which they lived. This was a big thing 
and would have results. 
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In this matter of relating architecture 
to things which had come on the scene 
in the process of life, in this case the 
motor car, there had come the realisation 
of the fact that if you were making a 
pattern for a textile, or if you were mak- 
ing —_. else, you had to realise that 
by means of machines imagination could 
have a chance. By means of form one 
advanced towards a further realisation oi 
life. The results were around us. If we 
tried to define things we should at the 
same time define what had been done. 
Who had made the stepping stone from 
which we had to make the next step? One 
bit of that next step would be that we 
had a deep respect for the continuous 
flow which was behind everything that 
we were doing. At the same time we 
had to recognise that what was surround- 
ing us was the result of the work of those 
who had gone before us. We had to 
think about the things we had lost. The 
result had often been a compromise of 
doubt and isolationism. 

Form was still an isolated thing. It re- 
mained a kind of luxury, of vanguardism, 
a kind of artists’ movement. The archi- 
tect felt a need to reintegrate form into 
daily life, and there was growing under- 
ground the need to see what form was in 
every kind of activity. In economics, 
politics, science, etc., form was necessary 
as part of the process towards harmony. 
We had to recognise the fact that after the 
second world war Russia and the neigh- 
bouring countries had been lost for pro- 
gress in form for architecture. 

Some weeks ago, when at a conference 
in Berlin, he and the other architects 
had received an invitation to take part in 
the reconstruction of the city. After 
spending a week in the western part they 
had passed through what was called the 
Iron Curtain, and had gone into Stalin 
Alley. There, if you looked from the 
top of one of the great buildings, you saw 
the kind of architecture that was used for 
housing and so on. The architect took a 
column, cut it across and repeated the 
result three hundred times. The columned 
facade went on for three and a half kilo- 
metres. When you saw it you felt that 
things were coming to a kind of decision. 
On the western side architecture was a 
haphazard spread with no discipline at all. 
The two worlds were facing each other 
not at a great distance, but nose to nose, 
and the eastern influence would penetrate 
into the western architecture. 


“FORM AS A WEAPON” 


On one side form had been taken as 
a weapon, and on the other side it had 
been taken as a weapon, too. It was 
not kind to speak of architecture as a 
weapon on both sides, but we saw on the 
one side a world trying to find its way 
on a democratic basis, and on the other 
side a world seeking to find its way on 
another basis; and form was an element 
that must be somewhere. Architects might 
say, “ Don’t use it; we are architects ” 
but they would find in practice that form 
was atool. Anyone thinking about medi- 
cine or science would know that an en- 
closed space would have an effect on the 
mind differing from that of an open space: 
but did the architect realise as a fact thai 
the moment he put a line on paper he 
was doing more than being an architect’ 
He was taking a decision, and that de- 
cision was known in an unlimited circle. 

In Holland politicians and architects 
shook hands in a friendly way and com- 
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promised. That compromise you could 
see in Zeeland. There, and in other 
places, the endeavour was to reconstruct 
in the style of the medieval city. You 
saw there the result of making reconstruc- 
tion in what he would call a “ shake- 
hands” style. Politicians and architects 
had said to each other, “ We must try to 
find a common basis,” and anyone could 
see that there was nothing against such 
an attitude after the war. What was the 
lesson? It was that form got in its value 
in the discussion. Speaking about it, archi- 
tects did not think of it merely.as a tool. 


“ SHAKE-HANDS” ARCHITECTS 


To-day the architect was isolated in 
society somewhere, but architecture ought 
to be a very everyday thing. In the 
Middle Ages architecture was side by side 
with bread and water, but now it was 
necessary to fight to make a certain clear- 
ness. _ Were architects against society? 
No. Did they like to live with other 
people? They liked it. But the moment 
the architect created form the world was 
against him. Form was isolated from life. 
If you spoke with a “shake-hands” archi- 
tect he would say, “I know it exactly; but 
if you don’t like to shake hands you will 
make an enemy, and then you will become 
an enemy to the others.” Seeing the 
result in architecture they knew that the 
“shake-hands” architect was wrong 
scmewhere, but that was the situation in 


‘Holland, and in this country, too. 


There was in architecture a movement 
related to cubism and futurism in art, and 
it was possible that a way might be found 
toward a kind of understanding of what 
form could do in life. Sitting at the con- 
ference table, and speaking with the medi- 
cal man, the sociologist and other 
specialists, the architect felt that he was 
lost. At the same time he knew these 
were people speaking honestly for the 
things they saw. He asked himself: 
What did he have to say at this table? 
Was it necessary to come to it? Some left 
the conference table and went back to the 
ivory tower. But it was necessary for 
the architect to sit at the conference table. 
His responsibility there was a great one. 
It was to use his visual feeling and his 
imagination. 

_Lantern slides showed how the prin- 
ciples enunciated had been applied in the 
reconstruction of Rotterdam. 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 
Higher Fees for Patents and Designs 


THE Board of Trade announce that from 
February 1 higher renewal fees will be 
charged for patents and designs registrations 
due to expire after April 30, 1955; and after 
that date there will be a general increase in 


fees payable in respect of a number of. 


patents and designs matters. These fees 
have remained substantially unchanged for 
Many years despite considerable increases in 
administrative costs. 


The BOT have laid before Parliament 
revised Rules which amend those made 
under the Patents Act. 1949, and the 
Registered Designs Act, 1949. 


‘n addition to providing for higher fees, 
the Patents Rules have also been amended 
in minor respects to make them conform to 
the requirements of the European Conven- 
tion of December 11, 1953, relating to the 
formalities required for patent applications. 


THE BUILDER 


NEW RANGE OF 
COLOURS 
British Standard May Follow 


[DEVELOPMENTS which have led to 

the selection of a new limited range 
of colours recommended for general use 
in building are outlined in the following 
statement issued by the Royal Institute of 
British Architects : — 

Prompted by the Anglo-American 
Council on Productivity Report on Sim- 
plification, the Paint Manufacturers’ 
Co-operation Committee in 1951 set up 
the Paint Industry Colour Ranges Com- 
mittee, to select a limited range of colours 
that would be acceptable both to the paint 
industry and to large and important users 
of building paints, like Government de- 
partments and local authorities. 

PICRC set about their task by first of 
all examining in some detail the existing 
colour ranges of the British Standards 
Institution, the Ministry of Works, the 
Air Ministry, the Ministry of Education 
(Archrome Range) and the LCC, and 
from these, with the aid of the British 
Colour Council, arrived at an initial selec- 
tion of 76 colours. 

At this stage PICRC decided to invite 
comments and suggestions from other 
interested bodies on this selection; and 
in particular they sought the guidance of 
the RIBA on contemporary trends in the 
use of colours, so that the industry would 
have full knowledge of the needs and 
wishes of the architectural profession. 

The RIBA in turn appointed a com- 
mittee, which included representatives of 
the Ministry of Works, the Ministry of 
Education, the LCC, the Building Re- 
search Station, and one of the art schools, 
to select, with the 76 colours as a basis, 
a compact, comprehensive and systematic 
range of paint colours for building, which 
would serve as an instrument of design 
for the architect. The tasks of this com- 
mittee, extending for a period of 26 
months, entailed the analysis of several 
colour ranges in use, together with the 
examination of trends and various uses of 
colour. The long and detailed technical 
work involved was carried out largely at 
the Building Research Station, which has 
special experience in this general field. 

The range selected by the RIBA com- 
mittee and approved by the Council in 
October, 1954, was then examined jointly 
in a series of meetings between represen- 
tatives of the industry and of the RIBA. 
In the course of these meetings, certain 
adjustments and changes were made by 
agreement to overcome marketing and 
technical difficulties. This friendly 
collaboration brought the work to suc- 
cessful completion and has resulted in the 
production of a range of 101 colours for 
building, commendable to the industry, 
the RIBA and important users of paints, 
including, it is hoped, the public at large. 

The Paint Manufacturers’ Co-operation 
Committee and the Royal Institute are 
confident that this agreed range provides 
a sound, systematic and realistic compro- 
mise between traditional and contem- 
vorary colours, and will serve as an 
intelligent and practical guide to the selec- 
tion of harmonious paint colours for 
buildings. This mew range has, in fact, 
already been adopted by the “liaison 
committee for building paint supplies for 
Government departments.” 

The range has now been submitted to 
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the British Standards Institution with the 
purpose of its being incorporated in a 
new British Standard. The new range 
is on display until February 26 at the fol- 
lowing places :— 

London: RIBA, 66, Portland-place, 
W1; British Standards Institution, 2, Park- 
street, W1; The Building Centre, 26, Store- 
street, WC1. 

Birmingham: The School of Architec- 
ture, Margaret-street, 3. 


Manchester: British Standards Insti- 
tution, Coronation House, Market- 
street, W1. 

Glasgow: The Scottish - Building 


Centre, 425-427, Sauchiehall-street, C2. 


DIRECT LABOUR AT ROWLEY 
REGIS 


Architect's Comments 


Mr. R. H. ScrIVEN, architect to Rowley 
Regis BC, writes in regard to a paragraph 
and a “ tender accepted ” given in our issue 
of January 28 (page 193 and 200, respectively) 
which, he states, “are both incorrect and 
opposite to the actual.” 

The facts, he says, are that an additional 
allocation of 50 non-traditional houses for 
1954 was granted by the Regional Office of 
the Ministry of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment, in August last. The Housing Com- 
mittee, after inspecting various types of new 
traditional houses, decided on a specific type 
and negotiations were commenced with this 
firm and, eventually, a tender amounting to 
£74,915 was received for 38 three-bedroom 
and 12 two-bedroom houses. 

This tender was submitted to the House 
Building Committee on December 15 last, 
when it was “ Resolved that, in the opinion 
of the committee, the tender is too high; 
that the architect be requested to prepare an 
esimate of cost for the erection of the houses 
by the council’s direct labour organisation; 
and that the chairman be requested to dis- 
cuss the matter with the regional office of 
the Ministry of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment.” 

On December 16, a deputation from the 
council visited the regional office of the 
Ministry when it was agreed that, in view 
of the shortage of time, competitive tenders 
could not be obtained and approval be given 
by December 31; the BC thus stood to lose 
this allocation of 50 houses; hence, a 
tender of £65,624 by the direct labour 
organisation was ‘decided upon and sub- 
mitted to the Ministry, by hand, on 
December 22, and approved by the regional 
architect on December 23 last. This shows 
a saving on the cost of erecting by direct 
labour of £130 on a two-bedroom house, 
and £190 on a three-bedroom house, as 
against the contractor’s original tender for 
these houses. 

In the post-war period, adds Mr. Scriven, 
the Borough Council have erected some 
300 houses by direct labour and it has been 
proved that this organisation is building 
houses cheaper than those by contractors. 

We regret that our previous reference was 
misleading and are glad to give Mr. Scriven’s 
statement, 


PREFABRICATION COURSE 


The Birmingham School of Architecture 
has organised a residential course on pre- 
fabrication in building’ at the Shropshire 
Adult College, Attingham Park, near Shrews- 
bury, from February 14 to 18. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


Air Pollution Bill 


IARLIAMENT returned to work after 
the Christmas recess on January 25 
with the prospect of a busy session, writes 
our Parliamentary correspondent. One 
important piece of legislation which will 
come up for consideration between now and 
Easter will be the private member’s Bill 
relating to air pollution, which Mr. GERALD 
NABARRO will introduce for second reading 
to-day, February 4. 

Mr. Nabarro has modelled his Bill) on the 
report of the Beaver Committee, and as a 
preliminary skirmish in his efforts to get it 
through the House, he asked the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government on Janu- 
ary 25 for a statement of Government 
policy on the recommendations in that 
report. 

Mr. SANpDys said that the Government 
had given most careful consideration to the 
report of the committee which estimated 
that the smoke, grit, dust and noxious gases, 
emitted into the air from domestic dwellings 
and industrial plant, caused damage to pro- 
perty and other harmful effects to the tune 
of about £250m. a year. To this had to be 
added the value of the heat wasted through 
excessive smoke, which was assessed by the 
committee at between £25m. and £50m. a 
year. These figures took no account of 
injury to health and loss of life, as, for 
example, the 4,000 deaths caused by smoke- 
laden fog in London two years ago. 

The committee had made a number of 
important proposals, the adoption of which 
would, in their opinion, reduce the density 
of smoke in the atmosphere to an extent 
amounting perhaps to as much as 80 per 
cent. during the next 10 or 15 years. 

The main recommendations were :— 

(1) That, subject to certain exceptions, the 
emission of dark smoke should be pro- 
hibited by law. 

(2) That industries, when installing new 
plant, should be required to take all practi- 
cal steps to prevent the emission of grit and 
dust. 

(3) That, subject. to confirmation by the 
Government, local authorities should be 
empowered to designate ‘“‘ Smokeless Zones ” 
and “Smoke Control Areas.” 

(4) That the duty of inspection and en- 
forcement should be placed upon loca} 
authorities, except in the case of certain 
industrial processes, which should be -super- 
vised by Government inspectors. 

(5) That householders in smoke restricted 
districts should be required to burn onlv 
smokeless fuel, and that the cost of con- 
verting domestic fireplaces for this purpose 
should be met, to a large extent, by grants 
from the Exchequer and the local authori- 
ties. 

“These are far-reaching proposals,” Mr. 
SANDYS continued. “ They involve a number 
of complex technical problems, and entai! 
the expenditure of considerable sums of 
money. In addition, they raise important 
issues of policy, which directly affect local 
authorities, industry and private individuals. 

“All these various questions are at pre- 
sent being examined by the Government in 
co-operation with outside interests con- 
cerned. I have already had preliminary dis- 
cussions with representatives of local 
authorities and the Federation of ‘ British 
Industries. These first-meetings indicate that 
industry would be ready to play its part in 
implementing this policy, and that the local 
authorities would be prepared to accept the 
additional responsibilities involved.” 
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“The Secretary of State for Scotland is 
having similar consultations in Scotland, and 
at the same time, the Minister of Fuel and 
Power. is examining the question of increas- 
ing the availability of the smokeless fuels 
that will be needed 

“ These studies and consultations have not 
yet reached the stage at which I can make a 
detailed statement on the various aspects of 
this question. Nevertheless, while reserving 
their position about individual proposals the 
Government have decided in principle to 
adopt the policy recommended by the 
Beaver Committee.” 

Mr. NaBarro also asked for a list of those 
local authorities which had now taken 
powers under local Acts of Parliament to 
establish and operate smokeless zones. and 
to deal with smoke from industrial fusnaces. 
and associated matters. ' 

Mr. SANDyYs gave the following particu- 
lars of local authorities in England and 
Wales :— 

(1) Local authorities with local Act powers. to 
establish smokeless zones: Birkenhead CBC, Birming- 
ham CBC, Bolton CBC, Bradford CBC, The City of 
London, Coventry CBC, Crewe BC, Manchester 
CBC, Oxford CBC, Preston CBC, Rochdale CBC, 
Salford CBC, Sunderland CBC, Swindon BC, Totten- 


ham BC, Urmston UDC, Walsali CBC, West Bridg- 
ford UDC, Wolverhampton CBC. 


(2) Local authorities with local Act powers jor the 
control of smoke from industrial furnaces: Birken- 
head CBC, Birmingham CBC, Bolton CBC, Bradford 
CBC, Brighton CBC, The City of London, Coventry 
CBC, Crewe BC, Darwen BC, Dudley CBC, Fareham 
UDC, Kingston-upon-Hull CBC, Leamington BC, 
Leyton Manchester CBC, Newport CBC, 
Nottingham CBC, Preston CBC, Rochdale CBC, St. 
Helens CBC, Salford CBC, Slough BC, Smethwick 
CBC, Sunderland CBC, Sutton and Cheam BC, 
Tottenham BC, Urmston UDC, Walsall CBC, West 
Bromwich CBC, Wolverhampton CBC, Worcester 
CBC, and District Councils in Berkshire, Cheshire. 
Derbyshire, Essex, Nottinghamshire. 


DISTRIBUTION OF OPERATIVES 


On January 25, MR. SWINGLER (Newcastle- 
under-Lyne) asked the Minister of Works. 
how many building workers were employed 
each quarter since the beginning of 1953 on 
new houses, industrial building, agricultural 
building, school building, repair work, and 
all other forms of building work. 

Mr. NIGEL BIRCH, in a written reply, said 
that the labour force employed in the build- 
ing and civil engineering industry up to the 
third quarter of 1954, as later figures were 
not available, was :— 
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HOUSE COMPLETIONS 


On January 25 WING COMMANDER BULLUS 
asked the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government, how many new houses were 
completed in the three years ended October 
31, 1954; and what was the comparable 
figure for the previous three years. 


Mr. SANDYS said that in the three years 
ended October 31, 1951, 591,675 new 
permanent houses were completed in Great 
Britain. In the following three years the 
number was 883,470. 


EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


On January 25 Mr. ARTHUR Lewis askec 
the President of the Board of Trade if he 
was aware that during 1955 the Chinese 
Government was to build 80 to 100 new 
cities, consisting of 200,000 inhabitants ir 
each city; that these cities would be equippec: 
with new schools, hospitals, power stations. 
etc.; and whether he would make inquiries 
of the Chinese Government to ascertain wha’ 
plant and equipment could be exportec 
from Great Britain to assist in this recon- 
struction. 


Mr. A. R. W. Low, Minister of State 
Board of Trade: I am aware that the 
Chinese Government have announced their 
intention of building a number of new 
cities. I see no necessity, however, for any 
special inquiry by the Government about 
the plant and equipment which will be re- 
quired for their construction; British in- 
dustries are well able, through their normal 
contacts with the various Chinese purchasing 
agencies, to make such inquiries for them- 
selves and also to let the Chinese know 
what goods can be supplied from this 
country. 


CUMBERNAULD DEVELOPMENT 


On January 25 Mr. JoHN RANKIN asked 
the Secretary of State for Scotland if he 
would make a statement on the progress 
made so far towards the development of a 
new town at Cumbernauld. 


Mr. A. Stuart: Glasgow Corporation are 
at present considering certain further sug- 
gestions I put to them at a meeting I had 
with them on November 235 last, and I have 


DISTRIBUTION OF BUILDING TRADE WORKERS (Thousands) 

















New Work (a) 
Repair and 
ri Industrial | Agricultural All other mainten- Total 
Housing building building Schools new work | ance, etc. 
(d) 
(i) (ii) (iii) (iv) (v) (vi) (vii) 
1953 
Ist Quarter ... 295 123 § 33 104 407 967 
2nd Quarter ... 314 121 4 35 103 418 995 
3rd Quarter ... 317 118 5 36 99 427 1,002 
4th Quarter ... 318 118 5 33 96 417 987 
1954 
ist Quarter ... 304 114 4 28 96 411 957 
2nd Quarter ... 319 121 4 31 101 409 985 
3rd Quarter ... 319 122 6 35 108 399 989 




















(a) Men engaged on work exempted from 
authorisation and licensing are included in column 
(vi) ** Repair and Maintenance ’’ work, except that 
for industrial and agricultural buildings an estimate 
has been made for men employed on work below 
the exemption limit of £25,000. 


These figures, he explained, excluded the 
building trades workers directly employed 
by local authorities, public utilities and pri- 
vate firms in other industries, for example, 
in brewing and shipbuilding. Of these, about 
25,000 men had been employed throughout 
1954 by local authorities on new house 
construction. The remainder were employed 
mainly on repairs and maintenance. 


(b) These figures cover the contractors’ labour 
force employed on the erection of factory storage 
premises and on work for the basic industries in- 
cluding gas, electricity, transport and communica- 
tions. 


no doubt that they will be submitting their 
reply at an early date. 


ENGINEERS’ GUILD 

Mr. Bryan Donkin and Mr. I. A. Currey 
have been elected president and chairma® 
of the general council, respectively, of the 
Engineers’ Guild for the new session. 
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THE BEAVER REPORT 
Fuel Institute's Discussion 


A MEETING for the discussion of the 
‘i Beaver Report was held by the 
Institute of Fuel in London on January 
20. The chair was taken by Mr. R. H. 
Gummer, and some introductory remarks 
were given by Dr. G. E. FoxweELt, past- 
president of the Institute and member of 
the Air Pollution Committee. Extracts 
have been taken from Dr. Foxwell’s 
address and are given below: 

The Committee on Air Pollution was 
appointed on July 21, 1953. Our report 
is published and you have it before you 
for discussion tonight. It is for the 
Government, supported and indeed im- 
pelled by public opinion, to implement it 
i’ it appears to them desirable to do so. 
Our proposals could be divided into (a) 
technological and (b) administrative. The 
Committee had no doubt that technologi- 
cally the amelioration of air pollution is 
mainly a problem in fuel technology. At 
the best only a partial solution of the 
sulphur p6rtion of the problem can be 
envisaged in the present state of 
knowledge. 

You will have noticed that our recom- 
mendations on smoke elimination may be 
divided into (i) industrial and (ii) domes- 
tic. The industrial problem involves no 
more than putting our coal-burning plants 
into a sound condition, soundly opera- 
ted. We believe that all who handle 
industrial combustion equipment should 
be trained in. its use. That is a problem 
for management to solve. 


SMOKELESS FUEL SUPPLIES 


One consideration of practical impor- 
tance is the provision of the necessary 
quantity of smokeless fuel needed to 
implement the report. The Air Pollution 
Committee envisages the replacement of 
19m, tons of house coal, almost entirely 
large coal, by smokeless fuel, Large 
coals are used mainly by the householder 
and the railways, as is shown in the 1953 
report of the NCB. It is unlikely that 
the railways will require large coal after 
about 15 years hence, and their require- 
ments will be diminishing during the 
intervening period. The householders 
who formerly burnt the 19m. tons of 
house coal will not require large coal. 
From the displaced large coal alone it 
would be possible to obtain all the 
additional coal required for the manufac- 
ture of solid fuel. 

We can go farther, however, because 
something like 50m. or 60m. tons of car- 
bonisable coal is now used in industry 
for steam raising and other purposes for 
which it could be displaced by oil or by 
non-carbonisable coal. Can it be seriously 
contended that with good will and a little 


ingenuity 10m. tons of carbonisable coal - 


could not be found by substitution of 
—_ of this coal by oil or by non-caking 
coal? 

What is the present likelihood of a 
Clean Air Act coming into force? A 
development since the issue of our report 
has been the introduction into Parliament 
of a Private Member’s Bill by an Associ- 
ate of The Institute of Fuel, Mr. Gerald 
Nabarro, to put into effect most of the 
recommendations of the report. This 
Bi'l, which is to come up for second read- 
in; on February 4, proposes to enact 
ali the recommendations of the report en- 
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tailing legislation (Section 121) excepting 
those involving fiscal proposals, Financial 
provisions are regarded as outside the 
scope of a Private Member’s Bill, being 
properly of budgetary concern. One 
school of thought regards this Bill as a 
sharp spur to quicken the pace of Govern- 
ment action. Another deprecates the intro- 
duction of the Bill in the fear that action 
on air poHution may thereby be caused 
to go off at half-cock. 

Mr. Nabarro’s view, strongly suppor- 
ted, is that the Beaver report will go the 
same way as the Simon and Ridley reports 
unless and until a private member, such 
as himself, does something objectively to 
project the legislation on the Government. 
The trouble at present is that the major 
industries that would supply smokeless 
fuel, the gas industry and the Coal Board, 
feel hesitant about the ambitious plans for 
expanding production of smokeless fuels 
because the Government has not yet, 
legislatively or otherwise, embraced a 
clean-air policy. The House of Commons 
on their part might well hesitate to pass 
legislation embracing such a policy be- 
cause they do not know whether the 
nationalised industries could meet the 
onrush of additional demand for the fuels 
concerned. So no one gets anywhere, 
because no one has come into the open 
to say that this thing should be done or 
could be done—that is, no one but the 
Beaver Committee. We have no doubts 
whatever. f 


THE CLEAN AIR BILL 


National Society's Resolution 


Tue Executive Councit of the National 
Smoke Abatement Society passed a resolu- 
tion at a meeting on January 27 in which 
it declared its firm support for early and 
effective action on the lines recommended 
by the Beaver Committee on Air Pollution. 

The resolution continued: “ Recognising 
that this necessitates the introduction, with- 
out delay, of legislation, the Council (1) 
welcomes the stimulus to such action by 
Mr. Gerald Nabarro, MP, in using his first 
place in the ballot for Private Members’ Bills 
to introduce a Clean Air Bill, and (2) urges 
that during the present session of Parliament, 
HM Government should without fail 
either: (a) accept responsibility for adapting 
and supplementing Mr. Nabarro’s Bill, or (b) 
substitute for it a single comprehensive 
Government measure.” 


CLEAN AIR POLICY 
Exhibition at Charing Cross 


THE BEAVER COMMITTEE'S report on air 
pollution gave a practical programme for 
progressive action to rid the country of 
smoke and dirt, said Mr. JoYNSON-HICks, 
Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of 
Fuel, when he opened a Smoke Abate- 
ment and Fuel Efficiency Exhibition, at 
Charing Cross Underground Station on 
Tuesday (February 1). 

Referring to the Government’s accep- 
tance of the principle of a Clean Air 
Policy, he said that there were many 
points of detail to be settled if a pro- 
gramme for cleaning the air was to be 
soundly launched. “ But we mean to go 
forward as quickly as we can,” he said. 
“ And we hope that we shall have the 
support of the whole country in giving 
effect to this principle of clean air.” He 
continued : — 

“The war must be waged with modern 
weapons. In this exhibition we see that 
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old device, the brazier, to show us that 
solid, smokeless fuel has always been able 
to give us heat without smoke, but we see 
in contrast some of the latest weapons 
in the anti-smog armoury. We are in- 
debted to the manufacturers of smokeless 
appliances who, since the end of the war, 
have done so much to perfect and produce 
in increasing numbers new equipment for 
burning solid fuel smokelessly and effici- 
ently. The present exhibition is a tribute 
to their resourcefulness.” 

The exhibition will remain open until 
February 19. 


AIR POLLUTION 
Administrative Problems Involved 


QIR HUGH BEAVER, chairman of the 

Government Committee on Air Pollu- 
tion, told members of the Royal Sanitary 
Institute in London, on January 26, that 
nothing but a comprehensive Government 
Bill could fully meet all the objectives sought 
in his committee’s report on air pollution. 

Sir Hugh said the great problem was how 
they were going to apply and carry out any 
regulations that might be passed. The same 
query had been raised over 30 years ago by 
the Newton Committee, he added, and the 
existing legislation and powers were wholly 
inadequate and largely illusory. That did 
not mean that there were not marked 
differences between one authority and 
another in the way the law was administered. 

Sir Hugh declared that their findings were 
that the more efficient and enthusiastic a 
local authority was, the more its officers 
realised the weakness of the weapons they 
were trying to use. The best that 
could be made of existing legislation was 
quite insufficient, and a large number of 
authorities did not even try to obtain the 
modicum of benefit. 

Effective administration by local authori- 
ties of existing or proposed air pollution 
legislation depended upon the existence of 
Officials ,with the right knowledge, experi- 
ence and time to perform their duties. It 
was a Sspecialist’s job. This meant that 
there must be a considerable expansion in 
the number of officials trained to be capable 
of dealing with air pollution. 

A heavy responsibility would be laid on 
local authorities if anything like the recom- 
mendations of their report in regard to 
smokeless zones and smoke control areas 
were accepted. It would be a detailed time- 
consuming matter, as each combustion unit 
on every building would have to be examined 
before the practicable boundary of the pro- 
posed zone could be drawn. This would 
necessitate the increasing, by three times its 
present size, of the Alkali Inspectorate. 

With regard to pollution by exhausts of 
motor vehicles. Sir Hugh thought the re- 
sponsibility of enforcing the law would have 
to continue to rest with the police. But a 
much more effective method of checking 
and observing would have to be found. Re- 
garding smoke from railway engines, com- 
plete elimination could only be obtained by 
electrification and dieselization. 

There were some 1,500 smoke measuring 
recorders in operation in the United King- 
dom, and from these the Fuel Research 
Station received 100,000 reports each year. 
There was a danger of important research 
work being submerged by the routine of 
dealing with reports. The latter, Sir Hugh 
believed, could be done locally. He con- 
cluded by pleading for close co-operation 
between neighbouring bodies. 
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GOOD ADVERTISING 


Some Suggestions on the 
Presentation of Trade and 
Technical Literature 


By G. CUTMORE DRUMMOND 


"THE importance of the proper presen- 

tation of information to the 
customer was stressed in “100 Good 
Catalogues,” the recent London exhibi- 
tion sponsored by the British Federasion 
of Master Printers and the Council of 
Industrial Design. The exhibition was 
reviewed in The Builder (October 15, 
1954) by Basil Marriott, who wrote of 
the building trade catalogues represented 


as being “some of the best of the 
hundred, and _ proportionately quite 
highly, considering some 1,150 sub- 


missions went to the selection panel. 
Judged purely visually under glass, with- 
out mentioning firms’ names, amongst 
the best were steel tubes; ironwork and 
fencing; metal windows; thermal insula- 
tion; extruded sections and, particularly, 
perforated metal.” What of the rest of 
the industry? Is the standard equally 
high? 

It is a fact that advertising generally 
and catalogues in particular have shown 
a marked tendency towards improve. 
ment since the war. This is due to a 
number of factors. Initially the lack of 
newsprint may have led to a conserva- 
tion which resulted in a measure of 
quality. British Standard 1311: 1946 for 
Manufacturers’ Trade and _ Technical 
Literature (Building Industry), has most 
definitely played a large part in ensuring 
the proper presentation of advertising 
matter to those engaged in architecture 
and its kindred professions. Architects, 
surveyors, civil and municipal engineers, 
builders and contractors have a language 
of their own, and hard facts and figures 
must be clearly and elegantly presented 
in this language if they are to achieve a 
full measure of success. There are still 
advertisers who cling too closely to the 
type of display used generally in publica- 
tions for the masses instead of present- 
ing full and descriptive aspects of the 
products and services offered. Little 
wonder that many of their publications 
are swiftly consigned to the wastepaper 
basket. 


FILING DIFFICULTIES 


Good presentation is essential in all 
advertising, but it: must not be forgotten 
that the generalities used for the general 
public are not the best means of pre- 
senting trade literature. The retention of 
advertising matter in a professional office 
is a problem not easily solved. The 
number of pamphlets, booklets, cata- 
logues and the diverse shapes and sizes of 
them make filing a nightmare. Various 
trade and standard type catalogues are 
issued from time to time and these are 
nearly always presented in “set” form 
for easy reference. 


Fortunately some success has been 
achieved in the matter of size, following 
the recommendation of the British Stan- 
dards Institution, for information sheets 
and general catalogues of the building 
industry—uniformity in layout and size, 
namely 11 in. by 84 in. This recom- 
mendation has been particularly en- 
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couraged by the Council of the Building 
Centre for the trade literature of all ex- 
hibitors at the Centre. 


It is perhaps more in the presentation 
of advertising matter than in the size 
of catalogue sheets that improvement is 
desirable. Reference to this point was 
made at the British Architects’ Con- 
ference in Torquay in May last by 
William Allen and Edward D. Mills in 
the presentation and subsequent discus- 
sion on their paper “ Materials and 
Techniques.” 


Speaking during the discussion on the 
Conference Paper, Mr. Mills, said “ the 
general quality of the technical material 
put out by manufacturers is deplorably 
low.” He envied the catalogues put out 
in the USA; they were “objective and 
helpful. ... Our manufacturers must 
improve not _— their products,” he went 
on, “ but their literature.” At the same 
discussion Mr. Eric Ambrose said that 
he- had “long been campaigning for 
technical information to be issued on 
postcards for easy filing and reference.” 
In reply to this Mr. Mills asked whether 
there was any possibility of advertising 
managers “putting pressure on adver- 
tisers to publish information that was 
more factual and less of a blurb.” 


BS RECOMMENDATIONS 


With all due respect, one cannot help 
wondering if those gentlemen concerned 
with circulation figures could or would 
be in a position to sit in judgment upon 
such matters. Surely it would be far 
better if all manufacturers followed more 
closely the recommendations laid down 
in British Standard 1311: 1946? 


Careful attention to the points covered 
in the following extract from that publi- 
cation cannot fail to be of benefit to 
everyone concerned: 


(1) What the Publication is About: ¢.g., 
description of the product, system of service 
(hereinafter called the ‘‘item’’}—the nature 
and derivation of the raw material—the 
method of manufacture—the reason for the 
system—the need for the service. 


(2) What the Item Will Do: e.g., scope— 
qualities—capacities—official standards and 
tests—advantages and disadvantages in rela- 
tion to codes of good practice. 


(3) What Form the Item Takes: e.g., sizes— 
shapes — finishes — components — definitions 
and terminology—design and manufacturing 
considerations — detailed drawings — time 
schedule for manufacture or construction— 
work off site. 


(4) How the Item is Applied: e.g., labour 
and time considerations—structure or space 
needed—fixings required—drawings showing 
application—work on site. 

(5) What the Item Needs: e.g., ancillary fit- 
ments—collateral services. 

(6) How to Ensure Satisfaction: e.g., draft 
specification—schedule of quantities—site in- 
spection and testing—maintenance. Transport 
and storage considerations. 

(7) How the Item is Obtained: e.g., price— 
despatch and delivery—method of ordering 
and avenue of supply—trading symbols and 
codes — guarantee — business location and 
branches—telephone and telegraphic address. 

(8) Index. 


There are continual demands for a 
higher proportion of technical data. It 
is appreciated that there are some cases 
where precise measurements, weights, 
strength figures, etc., dd not apply; e.g., 
matters of a decorative or purely 
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aesthetic appeal, or the provision of some 
service. Where, however, particular and 
precise technical data can be given, it is 
obviously advisable to give it. Similarly 
where test results can be given, full use 
should be made of this fact and the 
authority for such results should te 
quoted. 


The arrangement of trade catalogues, 
etc., in a definite standard order so th:t 
architects and builders become 
accustomed to the layout, and conse- 
quently can find any item quickly, is most 
desirable. 


PLANNING COMPLEXITIES 
RICS President's Comments 


THe Town and Country Planning Act, 
“which attempted to cover all contingencies 
and also to provide for the one exception:! 
case which might after all never occur,” was 
criticised by Mr. CHARLES P. Bowyer, presi- 
dent of the RICS, at a recent meeting of 
the Lancashire, Cheshire and Isle of Man 
branch of the Institution of Chartered Sur- 
veyors at Southport. 


Mr. Bowyer expressed the view that it was 
“high time” they rebelled against that com- 
plex legislation. They had been told by the 
Secretary to the Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government not to worry about the 
Town and Country Planning Act of 1954 
because so much of it would never apply. 
“Why then legislate for the exceptional case 
that will never happen? ” he asked. 


They were nowadays getting this complex 
legislation whereas years ago Acts were 
generally Acts for decent behaviour. Now 
they tried to legislate for everything, and 
tried to put their thumbs into every tiny 
pinhok. 


PRESTRESSED ‘CONCRETE 
1955 International Congress 


THE SECOND Conaress of the International 
Federation of Prestressing is to be held in 
Amsterdam from August 29 to September 2. 


The principal subjects for discussion will 
include the following: Function of grouting 
and anchorages in the behaviour of pre- 
stressed elements; Experiences and problems 
concerning the manufacture and the use of 
steel for prestressing; Progress of precast 
prestressed work in the factory and of the 
assembling, by prestressing on the site, of 
precast units; Moment distribution in 
statically indeterminate prestressed  struc- 
tures beyond the elastic phase; and Influence 
of plasticity on the strength and instability 
of prestressed thin shells. 


In, addition to discussion on the above 
reports, two further communications are to 
be presented, these being: Comparative 
analysis of specifications and codes of prac- 
tice on prestressed concrete used in various 
countries; and the economic advantages of 
prestressed concrete in various countries. 


Two afternoons will be devoted to tech- 
nical visits, and whole-day excursions are 
also being planned. A programme is being 
arranged for wives and guests accompany- 
ing members of the Congress, for whom 
special excursions will be organised. 


Those interested in membership of the 
Congress should write to the Secretary, Pre 
stressed Concrete Development Group, 
Cement and Concrete Association, 52, 
Grosvenor-gardens, SW1. 
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1HE BUILDER 


DEVELOPMENT PLANS: OBJECTS AND OBJECTIONS 
A Paper Given at the RICS 


SOME of the difficulties experienced in 
“connection with development plans 
were discussed by Mr. MICHAEL E. Rowe, 
CBE, QC, in a paper which he read at 
the RICS on January 18. In the first 
part of his paper, Mr. Rowe examined 
certain provisions of the 1947 Planning 
Act which relate to development plans 
and we take the following extracts from 
his remarks : — 

Section 5 (of the Act) requires that 
the plan shall indicate the manner in 
which the planning authority propose that 
land in their area “ shall be used (whether 
by the carrying out thereon of develop- 
ment or otherwise) and the stages by which 
any such developments should be carried 
out.” I have deliberately kept these two re- 
quirements together, for I think that some 
of the major difficulties experienced in 
connection with development plans spring 
from the fact that they must deal not 
only with proposals as to land use but 
also with proposals as to time. 

The Ministry by regulation and circular 
added two very important requirements 
or suggestions. First, it was said: “ Some 
of the proposals . . . will be diagrammatic 
rather than precise (i.e., ‘approximate 
locations’ will be shown by means of 
symbols) because it may be impracticable 
to define ‘areas’ accurately . . 
Secondly, it was said: “As a general 
guide, planning authorities should limit 
themselves to reasonably firm proposals 
and not include them unless they see a 
likelihood of their being carried out 
within about 20 years. 


DANGEROUS PROBLEMS 


These two suggestions or requirements, 
whichever you like to call them, have led 
to what are to my mind the most 
dangerous of the problems produced by 
development plans. In two instances they 
have occurred over and over again in 
combination. I refer to road and school 
proposals, which have in many cases been 
shown as diagrammatic or symbolic pro- 
posals to be carried out from 10 to 20 
years hence. Where land already 
developed is concerned, such proposals 
will sooner or later lead to very great 
hardship indeed. Property shown under 
the “ “ symbol ” or “diagrammatic mark- 
ing” on the map has been depreciated 
already and as the years go by will be- 
come unsaleable and property in the 
vicinity will also be affected in greater 
or less degree. 

The risk of creating considerable areas 
of stagnation is, I believe, a real one. It 
is no use saying that in due course com- 
pensation will be paid at market value, 
because if and when acquisition does take 
place the market value will have been de- 
pressed or destroyed and it is even less 
consolation to anyone who has to deal 
with his property in the meantime. The 
widow who has to sell, the man who has 
to change his job or the person who wants 
to raise a mortgage will find that the value 
of their property (and perhaps the good- 
will of their business) has disappeared. 

I confess that I have been surprised 
that there has been so little public out- 
cry about this. I can only attribute it 
to three factors: (i) that the generality of 
the public affected do not believe that 
the proposals will ever be carried out; 


(ii) that the shortage of accommodation 
generally has kept prices up, despite the 
shadow; (iii) that the number of cases 
where the shoe has actually pinched so 
far has been relatively so few and so 
scattered as to prevent any general sense 
of outrage. But the public conscience is 
stirring in matters such as this and the 
seeds of another “Pilgrim” case are 
there. 


I appreciate the dilemma facing the 
authorities. If they refer to such a pro- 
ject, they are charged with applying the 
dead hand of planning: if they do not 
refer to it, they can be charged with sup- 
pressing the truth. But rightly or wrongly, 
{ have come to the conclusion that the 
balance of justice and convenience lies 
on the side of omitting such uncertain 
proposals altogether from development 
plans. My reasons are these. First, no 
one can really plan 15 or 20 years ahead: 
the pace of modern life precludes it abso- 
lutely. The most that one can say is 
that on present evidence such a develop- 
ment is possible. 

Cast your minds back 20 years if you 
can, and compare the theories and prac- 
tice of those days with the theories and 
practice of to-day. In many respects 
they are as different as chalk from cheese 
— and it will happen again. Indeed, 
sometimes the pendulum swings back- 
wards and discarded theories are taken 
up again. Secondly, even if it can be 
said with reasonable certainty that the 
principle of any particular project (for 
example an arterial road) is right, it is a 
pound to a penny that the line adopted 
20 years hence will be different from that 
thought to be correct now. 

The mere fact that the locations are 
described as “symbolic” or “ diagram- 
matic” proves the probability; and in the 
meantime, development applications will 
be decided in the light of what is shown 
in the plan, and those decisions will either 
result in so circumscribing the symbol or 
diagram that it cannot be moved or in 
making it impossible of achievement. I 
feel, therefore, that until the planher is 
certain that a particular development is 
needed and can be begun within five or at 
most 10 years, he should keep silent and 
not add to the already considerable un- 
certainties of life. 


LONG-TERM PLANS 


But it may well be asked: “If ‘long- 
term’ outline plans are not to be referred 
to in the development plan, how are plan- 
ning authorities to safeguard the land 
affected?” The difficulty is a real one. 
There must be some long-term planning 
even if it be recognised that changing 
facts may lead to abandonment or modi- 
fication, and those plans must be discussed 
with the planning authority by those con- 
cerned. If symbols are to be abolished, 
it would obviously be wrong to zone the 
land that may be affected for any pur- 
pose other than that to which it is now 
put—unless such land is only part of an 
atea the general character of which it is 
proposed to change in the near future. 

Where land is already fully developed, 
the problem is likely to arise only in iso- 
lated cases: it is when land is either not 
developed or under-developed or ripe for 
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redevelopment that major difficulties are 
likely to arise often. I would suggest that 
where the future of land is uncertain be- 
cause of long-term possibilities, the plan 
should show the zoning of that land as 
undetermined. Unless the owner has some 
present scheme of development, there 
would be no need for him to object. It 
is possible that some owners might put 
in applications for permission to develop, 
in a purely exploratory manner: in such 
cases, planning authorities should be em- 
powered to refuse such applications on 
the ground that they are premature, there 
being no real intention to develop. 


Against such a refusal there would, of 
course, be a right of appeal. But all appli- 
cations would not be premature in this 
sense and when a genuine application was 
received, the planning authority would 
have to decide whether the long-term plan 
was of such importance and would be so 
jeopardised by the proposed development 
that it must be prevented, even if it in- 
volved the immediate acquisition of the 
land if the owner served a purchase 
notice. 


This is a problem which faces authori- 
ties under the present system, and I think 
it may fairly be argued that the placing 
of symbols and diagrams on the plan 
tends to increase such awkward appli- 
cations and therefore to increase the cost 
ot safeguarding and of execution. But 
surely it is a just principle that if plan- 
ning demands temporary sterilisation, 
planning must pay for it. It is to be hoped 
that in the future, restrictions on capital 
expenditure will be less drastic, but 
whether they are or are not, it cannot to 
my mind be right that a public authority 
should be able to sterilise private property 
without making adequate compensation 
to the owner. If the authority cannot 
afford to do so, it cannot afford the plan 
and must modify it accordingly. But I 
doubt very much whether in practice the 
omission of symbols and diagrammatic 
markings would lead to anything like the 
difficulties and hardships likely to be 
caused by the present system. 


NO POLICY CHANGE 


Since the last few paragraphs were first 
written and revised, a somewhat remark- 
able thing has happened. The Ministry 
(that is, of course, Dame Evelyn Sharp!) 
has forestalled the inevitable outcry by 
admitting the existence of the problem but 
so far as I am aware has not indicated 
a change of policy. That the Ministry is 
less than three years behind the times is a 
hopeful sign. It seems even possible that 
before it is too late it will realise that 
the only solution to what has been called 
the “overspill problem” is to diminish 
the overspill by building really high. 

Continuing through section 5, one finds 
there provisions for defining and designa- 
ting sites for various public purposes, 
whether those of central or local govern- 
ment or statutory undertakers. These pro- 
visions have led to an interesting develop- 
ment in the process whereby, as one 
hopes, an increasing measure of the prin- 
ciples of law and justice are coming to 
be applied to the administration of plan- 
ning. Until quite recently, it was, I think, 
practically unheard of for departments of 
the central government to appear or give 
evidence at public inquiries. If the 
Ministry of Planning required to know 
the wishes of another department, it found 
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out by inter-departmental. inquiries and 
discussion. 

The one person who was never allowed 
to know the case against him was the 
owner of the land affected. He could 
generally force the local authorities or 
statutory undertakers to disclose their 
hand, but he was helpless against the 
central government. It was no doubt a 
very useful rule to the civil servant, for 
it made life much easier. He did not have 
to prove his facts: mistakes could be 
covered up more easily: he did not have 
to disclose the policy. 

But equally it was a rule which had 
become utterly unjust and unfair in these 
modern times when the State impinges 
on the affairs of its citizens at so many 
points. Latterly, there have been clear indi- 
cations that the iniquity of the rule has 
been appreciated and that the right of the 
individual to query the omniscience of the 
State has been recognised. The process 
will not be complete until the rule is re- 
versed, and the right of the individual to 
know what he is up against and to test 
it by evidence and cross-examination is 
acknowledged fully and freely in all forms 
of proceedings. Incidentally, may I say 
that I am not in favour of departmental or 
inter-departmental minutes being made 
available as evidence. Such a course 
would either cripple effective admini- 
stration or put an intolerable strain on 
the telephone service. 


YORK GUILD OF 
BUILDING 


Mr. Parish’s Inaugural Address 


MTPHE inaugural meeting of the York 

Guild of Building was held in St. 
William’s College, York, towards the end 
of last year. Since then two other general 
meetings have been held—one a film show 
and the other devoted to plumbing prac- 
tice. The first president is Mr. P. M. 
Shepherd. 

Following the inaugural ceremony 
(which was performed by Mr. C. C. 
Burdge, regional director of the Ministry 
of Works, who read a goodwill message 
from the Minister of Works) the inaugural 
address was delivered by Mr. David 
Woodbine Parish, past-president, LMBA, 
and member of council of the City and 
Guilds of London Institute. After briefly 
outlining the history of the old craft 
guilds, Mr. ParisH said that the aim of 
the York Guild was both bold and imagi- 
native, and embraced all sections of the 
building team. There was a great need 
to understand the climate and philosophy 
of modern industry and to learn the 
secret of ensuring that the individual 
members of the building team should 
work happily together. Results were 
only achieved through people, and unless 
that simple truth was understood formid- 
able difficulties would inevitably arise. 
“Many people suffer from a shut mind,” 
said Mr. Parish. “The jelly mould of 
people’s brains becomes set and it is diffi- 
cult to sécure a universal willingness to 
accept change. The Guild should pro- 
vide an admirable opportunity for the 
cross-fertilisation of ideas and experience 
and should assist in ensuring a change in 
thinking and outlook which alone can 
help to overcome many of the present- 
day difficulties facing industry. Until 
problems are found and stated clearly 
there can be no hope of solving them.” 


THE BUILDER 


We were witnessing today a time of full 
employment when there were 23 million 
folk in employment in this country. We 
were operating under a planned economy, 
and those circumstances tended, un- 
happily, to encourage a sense of lax dis- 
cipline. We were assaulted by the ped- 
lars of false standards, by apathy and 
indifferent morale at all levels in the com- 
munity. There was a marked economy of 
sustained effort, a lack of a sense of obli- 
gation, yet in these exacting times when 
the process of social evolution was mov- 
ing very fast, there was an invasion of 
industrial thought into the field of human 
relations. 


NEED TO WORK TOGETHER 


“It is becoming increasingly evident,” 
declared Mr. Parish, “that we have to 
learn afresh the art of working together, 
of recognising the importance of our indi- 
vidual contribution to society, concern- 
ing ourselves more with what we put into 
and less with what we get out of life. 
This ability to work harmoniously to- 
gether requires enlightened and dynamic 
leadership. Management today has a 
social responsibility. Those in respon- 
sible positions have a duty to establish 
a high level of integrity and proficiency 
and to give a lead by example rather than 
direction. The contribution of the indi- 
vidual to the mutual and inter-related 
problems of industry could be immeasur- 
ably improved by greater courtesy and 
self-discipline and improved manners.” 

There was no section of industry or 
commerce in this country that could not 
make improvements in greater or lesser 
degree in standards of efficiency, con- 
tinued the speaker. Efficiency was extra- 
ordinarily infectious, and in the building 
industry we must endeavour to raise the 
general standards to the standards of the 
best. We were all engaged in a protected 
industry unaffected by overseas com- 
petition; the cost of our work, however, 
was reflected in the cost of the country’s 
exports, and the ability of the community 
to import raw materials and food depen- 
ded on a continuing ability to export 
goods and services of a quality and price 
that could compete in the world markets. 

Living as we did in an elaborate and 
increasingly complex civilisation we 
needed to understand our mutual prob- 
lems, most of which were matters of mind 
and spirit. Many of us led dull lives, 
there was a need for escape, and yet if 
we went hand-in-hand and readily shared 
our joys and sorrows there was no need 
to lose faith in the future relationship of 
man to man. Men who participated in 
the work of creative production had hearts 
as well as hands. They were endowed 
with intellect and sentiments. “ Strength, 
intelligence and technical ability can be 
paid for in money,” said Mr. Parish, “ but 
the throbbings of a heart cannot be pur- 
chased, for these are the impulses of a 
sentiment. When we have learnt to use 
our hands and minds efficiently we may 
then begin to learn the tremendous lesson 
of how to use our hearts.” 


IES BROCHURE 

A brochure describing their activities and 
development can be obtained from the Illu- 
minating Engineering Society, 32, Victoria- 
street, SW1. The Society, founded in 1909, 
now has a membership of nearly 2,500, in- 
cluding 130 firms and organisations who lend 
their support as sustaining members, 
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“THE HOUSE AND 
HOUSEWORK” 


Results of a Building Research Station 
Investigation 


T a discussion on “ The House and 
Housework” held at the Housing 
Centre on January 18, Mr. R. G. BaTE- 
SON, of the Building Research Station, 
gave an account of the research which he, 
Miss K, Jean Noble and Mr. J. J. Atten- 
burrow had conducted into the house- 
wife’s use of her house in the performance 
of routine household tasks. 


It would be recalled, said Mr. Bateson, 
that at the BRS experimental establish- 
ment at Boreham Wood a “ mock-up ” of 
a three-bedroom terrace house of 889 sq. 
ft. gross area, corresponding closely to one 
of the types recommended in the second 
supplement to the Housing Manual, 1949, 
was built. After making surveys of work 
done in some 80 houses conforming more 
or less closely to the type represented by 
the “ mock-up,” the team obtained the 
co-operation of ten housewives who came 
to the “ mock-up” for definite periods 
each day over a five-day week running 
from Monday morning to Friday even- 
ing. 

The movements of these housewives in 
carrying out their daily tasks in the house 
(and each ‘housewife was asked to go 
about these exactly as if she were at 
home) were scientifically observed and re- 
corded. One of the pieces of apparatus 
used for this purpose was an electric 
counter specially developed for the tests, 
and connected up to each of 52 zones into 
which the floor of each room was divided 
up, so that as the housewife moved from 
on part of the room to another she closed 
an electric contact for that area and her 
movement was transmitted back to the 
recording mechanism, This counted and 
recorded the time she stayed in that part 
of the room. Another electrical device 
warned the upstairs observer when the 
woman was going upstairs. 


OBTAINING STATISTICS 


Visual observation by one or more of 
the team was co-ordinated with electrical 
recordings. From all these observations it 
was possible not only to compile tables 
showing exactly how much time was spent 
by each housewife in each room, but also 
how much time she spent on each house- 
hold task. From this information in turn 
were compiled tables showing the number 
of times each part of the house was used 
and from other records the distances 
traversed in a week on various tasks. 


Diagrams showing at a glance the 
“* paths ” most and least traversed by the 
housewives inside the house, room by 
room, were also drawn. 


Mr. Bateson said he believed that it 
would be possible, with the help of prac- 
tising architects and all other people 
interested in housing, to develop a series 
of performance tests which could be 
applied to any existing houses, or, better 
still, to a model of a house, to see whether 
it was serving the purpose for which it 
had been built. 


Two kinds of tests could be made, said 
Mr. Bateson. One was what could be 
called the “workability” test, which 
tested the house for its suitability for the 
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routine household jobs to be done in it; 
the other was the “livability” test, 
ascertaining what the house would be like 
when people were living in it and pur- 
suing their hobbies and other home 
interests. 

The research he described in detail was 
the first “ workability ” test. He and his 
team, he said, felt that the housewife’s 
tasks must be the most important aspect 
of the studies. They believed this was the 
first occasion on which a complete house 
had been studied where the housewife had 
been performing her routine tasks. 


CRITICISMS OF TESTS 


The greater part of the audience at the 
Housing Centre consisted of women, and 
their questions and comments were en- 
lightening as to the interest they had 
taken in the account of the tests and of 
the value which they placed upon them. 
There seemed to be a feeling among some 
of the audience that the tests, while in- 
formative and amusing in their results, 
were too specialised, i.e., that they were 
not necessarily representative of the way 
women go about their household tasks; 
not even in houses of similar size and 
type to that which was a pattern for the 
“ mock-up.” Mr. Bateson, however, ex- 
plained that the results could not be 
claimed to apply universally to houses; 
they referred specifically to the ten co- 
operating housewives and to one type of 
house. But they probably represented 
general orders of magnitude which were 
often sufficient to direct attention to 
matters worthy of further and more 
representative study by survey and field 
experiment. 

He also pointed out that the team used 
not only the recorded tests but the sur- 
veys of 80 houses and the work habits 
and methods of the housewives who lived 
in those houses. 


“COMPARISON NOT VALID” 


One member of the audience suggested 
that no valid comparison could be made 
between the results of the tests Mr. 
Bateson had described, which were on a 
small but fairly conveniently planned 
house, and the way housewives had to 
carry out their. household tasks in the 
old, Victorian type of house in which so 
many were still compelled to live to-day. 

Answering a question, Mr. Bateson 
said it was hoped the team would in the 
future carry out similar tests on different 
types of houses. He also said that the 
team could not go into the question of 
how that particular type of house could 
be improved, because most of the im- 
provements would involve extra cost. It 
was true, of course, that if you provided 
an extra w.c. and additional washing 
facilities you would relieve the early 
morning pressure on those amenities. 

In his comments the chairman, Mr. 
E. J. Epwarps, ARIBA, director of 
housing for Westminster, thought the 
results of the tests had made out a case 
for sliding doors, judging from the num- 
ber of times the women moved from one 
room to another and from the personal 
account given by Mr. Bateson, who had 
said how infrequently the women seemed 
to shut doors behind them when moving 
about the house. He thought Mr. 
Bateson and his team should be asked to 
do further studies, perhaps even bigger 
ones. 


THE BUILDER 
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NATIONAL FEDERATION ANNUAL MEETING 
Wages Policy and the Craftsman 


AT the annual general meeting of the 
5 National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers, held in London on 
January 26, the main discussion on the 
annual report, which was presented by 
the retiring president, Mr. G. W. Gros- 
venor, centred round labour ' relations 
and the importance of a wages policy 
that gave adequate encouragement to the 
craftsman. The report itself was sum- 
marised in our last issue. 

A speaker from Swindon said he was 
perturbed about the lad entering the in- 
dustry to-day as a craftsman: his wages, 
compared with a labourer’s, were at first 
so small that it was clear that he would 
not stick his training unless he was con- 
vinced that he would have something to 
gain ultimately. This meant that it was 
necessary to increase the differential in 
wages between the craftsman and the 
labourer, and therefore whatever hap- 
pened in the present wage negotiations it 
was important to see that the labourer 
got nothing out of them. 

Mr. Stephen Hudson, past-president, 
NFBTE, was then called upon by Mr. 
Grosvenor to make a statement on the 
current wage negotiations. MR. HUDSON 
said, in regard to the operatives’ claim for 
a 4d. an hour increase, that the employers 
were seeking to increase the differential 
between craftsmen and labourers, and 
since it was fairly obvious that labourers’ 
rates could not be brought down, any 
such change must take place in connec- 
tion with an increase in wages. He 
added that the operatives were basing 
their case for the extra 4d. on Govern- 
ment statistics that showed that produc- 
tivity had increased in the industry and 
that more materials were being used by 
the same labour force. Also, it was held 
that the 4d. increase recently awarded 
did not fully cover the increase in the 
cost of living. In addition, the operatives 
asserted that up and down the country 
very large numbers of employers were 
paying wages in advance of those now 
asked for. The outcome of the negotia- 
tions was likely to depend, he thought, 
on the results of wage claims in other 
powerful industries. 


DEMARCATION DIFFICULTIES 


Another matter that was causing the 
Federation concern, said Mr. Hudson, 
was that of demarcation between trades. 
The trouble had arisen because some 
unions had refused to take a broad and 
reasonable view of the problem. The 
Federation felt now that they must call on 
the operatives’ federation to help in 
reaching a settlement. 

A speaker from Evesham asked how 
they could expect boys to be apprenticed 
to the building industry at £2 10s. a week 
when they could start in a factory at £7. 
The differentials between craftsmen and 
labourers must be increased. Another 
speaker referred to the peace in the in- 
dustry as an “uneasy peace.” He hoped 
that the employers would follow the path 
outlined by Mr. Hudson promptly and 
swiftly. 

Some discussion then followed on 
when the second week’s holiday under 
the holidays-with-pay scheme should be 
taken, and on the arbitrary action taken 
by local branches of the unions, which 


was often at variance with the mutually 
agreed national policy of operatives and 
employers. To this Mr. GROSVENOR 
gave an assurance that the matter was 
receiving the Federation’s serious con- 
sideration. 


THE FLUCTUATIONS CLAUSE 


Several delegates spoke on the fluctua- 
tions clause in Government contracts. 
One speaker said that the present level 
of building costs was so high that it would 
force the client to go without the indus- 
try’s services, and was it not, therefore, 
time that the fluctuations clause was done 
away with? Surely, he said, after years 
of experience in working the fluctuations 
clause builders ought to be able to cover 
themselves without resort to the clause, 
even if its abolition did mean some slight 
increase in costs at the present time. 

Mr. GROSVENOR said that the Federa- 
tion did not think that the stage had yet 
been reached when they could recom- 
mend members to do away with the 
clause in the submission of tenders of 
large dimensions, though they were fully 
seized with the importance of getting 
back to fixed price contracts as soon as 
possible. 

Speaking on the organisation of 
general foremen, MR. WoopDBINE PARISH 
said that there had been a satisfactory 
development of foremen’s organisations 
in large parts of the country, but in others 
there was apathy and even opposition by 
employers, and he asked the representa- 
tives of the regions to go back home and 
have a look at things and, if possible, do 
something to further the foremen’s cause. 


REGISTERED HOUSE-BUILDERS 


Following the presentation of the 
NFBTE’s annual report, the report of 
the Federation of Registered House- 
Builders was taken. On this, MR. R. W. 
WHITTINGTON, the immediate past-presi- 
dent, gave a brief review of the housing 
situation, and referred to the difficulties 
facing builders in finding land on which 
to build. If the increase in private house- 
building was to continue, he said, there 
must be more flexibility in the adminis- 
tration of town and country planning 
than was shown at present. Referring to 
the work of the National House-Builders’ 
Registration Council, he said that of 
90,000 private houses built last year only 
some 12,000 came within the Council’s 
scheme, which was a very small propor- 
tion. He appealed to all who had not 
yet found it possible to do so to show 
the general public and the Government 
that builders could accept self-discipline 
in this respect and would build houses in 
compliance with the rules of the Council. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS 


Following the adoption of the reports, 
Mr. Harvey G. Frost, OBE, was formally 
elected president for the ensuing year; 
Mr. Nigel Hannen senior vice-president; 
and Messrs. L. A. Walden and C. 
Howells junior vice-presidents. Mr. 
Norman Longley, CBE, was re-elected 
hon. treasurer. 


PRIZE PRESENTATIONS 


Earlier in the proceedings, presenta- 
tions had been made of the Silver and 
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Bronze Medals awarded by the Federa- 
tion on the results of the 1954 examina- 
tions for the Higher National Certificate 
in Building, as follows :— 

(i) For Craft Apprentices and Young 
Craftsmen. Silver Medal. F. Hearn, 
apprentice carpenter and joiner (for- 
merly indentured to Wisking and Gil- 
lespie, Ltd., Gravesend); Bronze Medal, 
A. E. Williams, apprentice bricklayer 
(formerly indentured to W. Fearnley and 
Son, Ltd., Salford). 

(ii) For Building Students. Silver 
Medal, J. Cordwell, apprentice surveyor 
and estimator (formerly articled to 
William Whittingham, Ltd., Wolver- 
hampton); Bronze Medal, A. E. Walters, 
surveying assistant (articled to R. Holford 
and: Co., Ltd., Guildford). 


COVENTRY BUILDING PLANS 
Expenditure to Increase 


ProposaLs for a programme of capital 
works for the year 1955-56, costing 
£5,435,910, have been presented to the 
Coventry City Council for approval. This 
is £500,000 more than the estimated total 
of expenditure on capital works -in the 
current year which ends on March 31. 

“For some years past,” the policy 
advisory committee states, “ the predominant 
factor in determining a realistic capital works 
programme has been the effect of the control 
of building licences and the financial aspect 
has, for that reason, not been unduly import- 
ant. With the recent changes regarding 
building licences, consideration must be 
given, in settling the programme, to the 
financial capacity of the corporation to carry 
it out.” 

Of the total expenditure of £5,435,910, 
£4,434,992 is concerned with building trades 
labour, £476,957 with civil engineering 
Jabour, £381,991 with special type labour 
and £141,970 represents the cost of plant. 

The heaviest expenditure next year will be 
on housing. The housing committee sought 
approval of expenditure totalling £3,090,000 
in the year, but this has been cut to 
£2,864,500. 


HOUSING IN EIRE 
Minister's Progress Review 


Eme’s building industry was paying out 
directly in salaries and wages about £9m. 
yearly, and providing employment for 
ancillary industries and services to at least 
an equal amount, declared her Minister for 
Local Government, Mr. P. O’DONNELL, 
when he spoke at the annual dinner of the 
Irish Master Builders’ Association in Dublin. 

In a progress review, the Minister said 
that during the past 32 years more than 
230,000 dwellings were completed or recon- 
structed. A very substantial programme 
still required to be undertaken in the Dublin 
and Cork areas, and between local authori- 
ties and private builders an estimated 30,000 
houses would be built within the next three 
years. Mr. O‘Donnell said that, while hous- 
ing was undoubtedly the most important 
branch of construction, it represented only 
about 50 per cent. of all work carried out. 


LCC FIRE ESCAPE CODE 


The London County Council’s Code of 
Practice on means of escape in case of 
fire (publication No. 3868, price 6d.) has 
been revised. Copies from County Hall, 
SE1, or Staples Press, Ltd., W1. 
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LMBA 
NFBTE President's Visit 


]R. HARVEY G. FROST, OBE, the new 
president of the NFBTE, is to be the 
guest of the LMBA council at a luncheon on 
February 10, and afterwards he is to address 
the council and distribute the National 
Federation prizes for the year to winners 
in the London Region. The president of 
the LMBA, Mr. L. J. Holloway, will 
preside. 


Pension Fund Donation 


Tue LMBA has sent a donation of 10 
guineas to the pension fund of the Provi- 
dent Institution of Builders’ Foremen and 
Clerks of Works. 


Area Chairmen 


ALL the LMBA Area chairmen for 1955 
have now been elected and have entered on 
their duties. The list is as follows:— 


Central Area No. 1: L. J. Bradshaw 
(Dearsley and Carter, Ltd.); Central Area 
No. 2: Lt.-Col. W. W. Dove, CBE (Dove 
Bros., Ltd.); Central Area No. 3: F. L. 
Baker (Wm. Shurmur and Sons, Ltd.); 
Central Area No. 4: L. H. Mildwater (L. H. 
Mildwater and Sons); Central Area No. 5: 
R. A. Wood (J. W. Falkner and Sons, Ltd.). 


Northern Area: G. H. White (E. E. and 
A. Tee, Ltd.); North Eastern Area: T. A. 
Clark (T. A. Clark (Ilford), Ltd.); North 
Western Area: A. Green (Geo. Moss and 
Sons, Ltd.); Southern Area: H. G. Chapman 
(Siggs and Chapman, Ltd.); South Eastern 
Area: J. J. Jagger (J. J. Jagger and Co.); 
South Western Area: G. Haslehurst (G. 
Haslehurst (Builders), Ltd.). 

The Area chairmen are being entertained 
to lunch by the president before their first 
meeting on February 21. 


“STRIKES AND LOCKOUTS” 


Warning of Threats to Peaceful 
- Progress 


(THE following ‘article, which contains a 

timely warning of the damage to the 
industry of strikes and lockouts, is repro- 
duced from the January issue of the news 
sheet produced by James Longley and Co., 
Ltd., of Crawley: 


This seems to be the season when threats 
of strikes abound. Sooner or, later we may 
get involved in a serious stoppage in one of 
the major industries. 

Should this happen it is quite impossible 
to confine the damage to any one section of 
the industrial community. It is equally im- 
possible to prevent the strike from hitting 
financially directly or indirectly the public at 
large, and in some industries it would mean 
personal discomfort for many not im- 
mediately concerned with the dispute. 


The old idea no longer holds water that 
strikes are against the employers and that 
anything won for the wage-earner comes out 
of the bosses’ pocket. 


A strike that leads to a rise in wages 
assists the section temporarily, and almost 
entirely at the expense of wage earners in 
other industries, by putting the successful 
section higher on the list of industrial wage 
rates. This gives other industries an incen- 
tive to claim an adjustment to restore their 
status—and so on. 


The salaries of the staff and managerial 
sections go on whether there is a strike or 
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not. This means loss of profits by in- 
creased standing charges. When the strike 
hits profits it hits also capital expenditure 
on improvements. It may affect dividends, 
much of which go to the wage earners among 
the investing public. 

Strikes, except where local to call attention 
to a local grievance, are now a form of 
power politics. In the end the strike has to 
be ‘settled round a table with the Trade 
Union leaders looking after the interest of 
their members and employers safeguarding 
the cost of production—ultimately the con- 
sumer has to pay. 

Since 1926 the leaders on both sides of the 
building industry have managed to resolve 
their differences by using the machinery they 
have jointly devised without sacrificing im- 
portant principles and without resorting to 
strike or lockout action. 

This may not appeal to people who like 
a row for the sake of building up bad feeling 
but it has conferred great benefit on millions 
of households. 

If employers and trade unionists elect the 
right people to represent them and back them 
up they can be assured that the benefits of 
peaceful progress will be fairly distributed. 
The aim must be to raise wages without rais- 
ing costs—increasing productivity can bring 
this about without the setback of strikes or 
lockouts. 


“ ABOVE RATE” WAGES 


Employers Criticised 


zi PTHERE is increasing evidence that some 

of the larger firms of building con-. 
tractors are poaching labour from smaller 
firms by the offer of higher wages, and this 
is making nonsense of national wage agrec- 
ments that have been agreed by those same 
employers.” This statement was, made by 
Mr. L. B. VENNING, general secretary of the 
Federation of Master Builders, at Cardiff, 
on January 28. He continued :— 

It seems a senseless proceeding that, after 
protracted wage negotiations rates are fixed 
for the building industry, a section of build- 
ing trades’ employers promptly ignore such 
agreements and offer wages above the rate 
in order to attract labour for a particular 
contract. 

At the moment, our industry is facing 
a demand for 4d. an hour increase, which 


_ will add £40 million a year to the industry's 


wage bill. Can it be wondered that the 
operatives continue to press their demands 
when virtual barter conditions exist for 
labour? 

We have frequently urged the necessity 
for more discipline from the workers, but 
there is a great need to-day for more dis- 
cipline among the employers with regard to 
wage agreements. 

In fact, we must end this system of 
poaching labour from other firms by the 
offer of ‘“above-the-rate” wages. This 
pernicious system may give a temporary 
advantage to one of the larger firms of 
building contractors, but it will lead to 
anarchy in the industry. Meanwhile, some 
of the smaller firms may be starved of 
labour. 


BBI ANNUAL MEETING 


The annual general meeting of the 
Builders’ Benevolent Institution was held 
on February 3, at 47, Bedford-square, WC1. 
The business of the meeting was to 
receive the annual accounts, to elect the 
officers and management committee for 
1955, and to transact any other business. 
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STONE—continued £:s. d. 
Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. 
thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork per ft. cube 1°93 5° 
Do. do. fair one Fine on 33 — 
brickwork 1 710 
Hard York— 
12in. x 2in. Square Steps, rubbed on tp and edge per ft. run oe 
14 in. x 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top 
and front ... per ft. cube : 3.3 
12 in. x6 in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front . 18 3 
2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes per ft. sup. 7 10 
2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random sizes_ per yd. sup 2 13 10 
TILES and PANTILES 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 
Machine-made Pantiles and French pattern Tiles from 
Lincolnshire district ane ane a 29 8 O 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district she 47 10 0 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district 58 13 6 
Hand-made 104 x 64 tiles Berkshire district ué 6D 
Machine-made 104 x 64 Staffordshire district Bue 9 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. 1 .8,9 
Machine-made Hip and Valley tiles do. 1 6 6 
Concrete tiles 10$ x 64. 714-6 
do. Interlocking (49S) .. 18 9 6 
Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 
SLATES 
First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage 
paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Per 
1,000 actual 
24 x 12 113 0 4 
22 * 12 93 16 O 
ze & Ai 8415 0 
Zo x 12 79 19 6 
20 x 19 7412 0 
18 x 10 53 18 9 
18x 9 ‘ 47. S*+.6 
16 x 10 " 4470 
16x 8 2 34 10 6 
Note. —Breakage i in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 
TIMBER 
Softwood— 
Joinery quality Ex. Wharf per standard £110 to £130 
Carcassing quality do. i £95 to £100 
1 in. Tongued and Grooved Flooring do. pe £106 O 
Hardwood— 
Mahogany—African S.P. _ do. per ft.cube 1 5 O 
do. Honduras do. ... do. ua 3.3: 2 
Oak European do... do. es 2.2 6 
do. Japanese do. is do. oe 210 0 
do. English Logs sawn do. ke 110 0 
Teak 8 in. average S.E. do. os 3.8.0 
Walnut African Logs sawn do. a 1-1 6 
DOORS (in Lots 1-11) 
Delivered London area. 
1} in. 4 Horizontal +H _ neon 4 in. om 
2 ft. Oin. x 6 ft. 6 each 112-0 
2h. 3 im. x Of. is. ree “se _— = 1 13:.,@ 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. sae ais nee 3 114 0 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. one on an 116 6 
2 in. - " top panel open. Pattern 4 x G in deal 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ae vie ae on 2. Bt 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. = es cas . 218 6 
2 in. Panel, top panel er Pattern 2 x G in deal 
2 ft. 6in. x 6 ft. 6 sea a5 ad 3 2°49 
5 ft 9 in. x 6 ft. in se " am oa 2-3. 6 
SUNDRIES 
Delivered London area 
1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. O in. x 2 ft. 0 in. in 
quantities of 1 ton (89 yds. to 1 ton) soa? er ya. 5 x8 
1} in. do. (67 yds. tolton)... a5 K- T 
2 in. do. (52 yds.tolton)... at: sa 8 114 
2} in. do. (45 yds.tolton) ... oes +3 10 3 
3 in. do. (39 yds. to 1 ton) <i 11 54 
Quantities under 1 ton add 1d. per 4 in. of thickness. 
4 in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. 
-— 100 sq. ft. 2 2 6 
iin. Hardboard de. ais Shs ee : ‘s 2. a 06 
* in. do. do. 3 2 6 
is in. Asbestos Fiat Building § Sheets : : per yd. sup 32 
Roofing Felt, 1- ply 7 i.. Sea wee a 1 6 
do. 2-ply cae ste ess og {9 
~~ Scotch Glue, in slabs oo» prscwt.. 5 0 0 
pearl ra ‘i 5s 5 0 
Croid Glue 28 Ib. 2 6: 0 
Cut Nails 3 in. ‘(- ton lots) : per ton So.i0. 0 
do. 4 in. and up (1-ton lots) . a 5415 0 
Wire Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) . pha per cwt. 216 °3 
do. 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots) Aa at me Ze 9 
METALS STEEL Joists, Etc. 
Basis Joists— 
6in. X Sin., 8 in. xX Sin., 8 in. X 6in., 10 in. x 6 in. 
12 in. x 6 in. —_ cut to didn, delivered London 
area per ton 38 11 6 
Extra for sizes : 
3in. xX I4in., 4in. x Ii in. ... aoe ous si 310 0 
3 in. X 3 in. am ik ie ape ep a 210 O 
4in. x 3in., 10in. x 44in. ... oak ene mi 110 0 
5in. x 24 ¥ 5in. X 3 in. ie ruts wah et Lad. 0 
43 in. X 13 er wen Lee ae <x a 3 50 
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£*¢, d. 
Sin. x 44 in. 7in. x 34 in. 13 in. x Sin. ... per ton 15 0 
6in. x 3 in. 24in. x 7$ in Sai edd hike th eee, O 
6in. x 44 in. Tin. X 4in. 8in. x 4in. ... ie zo O 
9 in. xX 4in 10 in. x Sin bod A } 1:0 0 
12 in. x 5 in. 22 in. x 7in aw aie 
9in. X 7in. 10 in. X 8 in. 12 in. x 8 in. 
14in. x Shin. 14 in. x 6in 14 in. x 8 in. 
15in. x Sin. 15in. x 6in. 16 in. x 6in. 2 10 0 
16 in. x 8 in. 18 in. x 6 in. 18 in. X 7in. 
18 in. X 8 in. 20 in. x 64 in 20in. x 7+in. 
Steel angles average price te oe ry sia pO 
Steel tees average price sé ee nae | 
Fabricated work delivered London— 
R.S. Joists cut and fitted oe ies ue ian » 4 '0'O 
Compound girders as oie waa aa bs » 29 09 0 
Stanchions ae va nae ee ted igure Oued xo 
Compound stanchions ee ioe ate | OL .fo- — 
In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins ... daa bes of SOO" ® 
Average prices not for awkward work. . 
Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars to silts ex sane 
Stock § in. diam., and —— ; 40 6 0 
din. diam. a : as ‘ “pet tonextra 4 7 0 
* in. do. eee eve ove ove . a 2 3.. D 
2 in. do. ase = ae he san ad 2 ~>°*6 
4 in. do. at aa ou ora So re 112-0 


MiLp STEEL TUBES 
Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. List prices and following discounts : 
Galvanised Tube— W.I. Fittings Malleable Fittings 
ClasA —- 1% 


Clas B + 83% Light + 24% Malleable List— 35% + 40% 
Class C + 244° Heavy + 314% 
Black— 
Class A — 214% 
Class B — 11% Light + 113% Malleable List — 35% 
Class C + 14% Heavy + 194% 
C.I. HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 
Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths 
Stop 
Gutters Nozzles Ends 
3 in. pre Poe ree as sec 3/34 2/11 /10 
34 in. os cae rer ~ a ee 3/2 /10 
4 in. A sts ek osm vos. GES aft 1/3 
44 in. Fo Suet, bia cit Den ne Weal 3/11 1/7 
5 in. eee wea o 5/84 /4 1/9 
"C. 1.0. as GUTTERS 
3 in. /3 3/10 \/- 
34 in. 4/9 3/10 1/3 
4 in. 5/24 3/11 1/7 
4} in. 5/84 4/7 1/9 
5 in. 6/2 5/3 2/- 
Cl. RAIN-WATER PIPES 
Per yd. in 6-ft. lengths Pipe Bends Branches. 
2 in. ‘ate cae ie be 6/9 3/7 5/1 
24 in. a as «. 7/04 3/11 7/- 
3 in. oa as ou ave ats SORE 5/- 7/7 
34 in. - sis oe ree 8/114 5/11 9/- 
4 in. aes aaa be 10/5 7/2 10/8 
LCC. Con | SoiL Pipes 
2 in. ee Pere T/ll4d 6/2 7/6 
24 in. ae wee beg cae sss | ONO 6/10 9/4 
3 in. ae: ee ae ep we = 9/54 7/6 11/2 
3} in. eee oa sa —e os 10/7 9/4 12/11 
4 in. 12/1 10/5 15/3 


Above prices for gutters, rain-water and soil pipes for under 3 cwt. lot 


only. Lots over 3 cwt. see List No. 3200 dated May 1, 1952, plus 15% and 
tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent, 2-ton lots 24 per cent. 
L.C.C. CoaTeD DRAIN PIPES 
In 9-fts. 
cwt. qr. lb. per yd. Bends Branches 
4 in. see obs feo 4 24/5 17/4 30/2 
6 in. ees ~ ices 36/3 36/- 61/9 
ASBESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 
Orders under £30 less 124 per cent. discount. 
Orders over £30 less 174 per cent. discount. 
2 in. 24 in. 3 in. 4 in. 
Pipes 6-ft. lengths ...peryd. 3/9 4/- 4/10 6/5 
Shoes ... «. Cach 2/5 2/8 3/2 4/3 
Single Branches ne “ 3/9 4/6 5/4 7/6 
Bends square or obtuse = 2/8 2/11 3/9 5/4 
Swan Necks 44 in. proj. ,, 2/11 3/9 4/3 5/\t 
do. 6in. do. Re 3/2 3/9 4/10 6/5 
AssesTos O.G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
in. 44 in 5 in. 6 in 
Gutters 6-ft. Sn ss a yd. 3/7 3/11 4/8 5/7% 
Drop ends each 2/10 /4 3/10 4/7 
Stop Ends... ae be /10 /il 1/- 1/2 
Angles tee ase “3 2/11 3/5 4/1 4/10 
Nozzles eae nee as 2/10 3/4 3/10 4/7 
Union Clips ... Ss 1/5 1/8 2/1 2/5 
AsBestos HALF-ROUND GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
3 in. 4in. 44in. Sin. 6 in. 
Gutters 6-ft. mane «- -per yd. 2/6 2/114 3/04 3/7 5/- 
Drop ends «» each 2/1 2/5 2/8 2/il 4/3 
Stop ends oS aie gi /9 /10 /il 1/- 1/2 
Angles ne er, ag) eee 2/8 2/11 Sf2 4/3 
Nozzles ~ sais bere 2/5 2/8 2/11 4/3 


/ , 
Union Clips ... iy eek 1/1 1/2 1/4 2/- 
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1% + 40% 


33% 
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7/- 
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9/- 
10/8 
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METALS—continued Per ton basis 
in London 
£ «:-@ 
Iron—Staffordshire Crown Merchant ay ros 4117 6 
Mild Steel Bars ihe ve set Sh ae eG 
Mild Steel Hoops ... -f ie a ue be 
Ex Merchant’s 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 
Soft Sheets C.R. and C.A.— = ‘4 =. 
20 gauge ... ‘ ies ars eee nde cs: Sa 6. G 
24 gauge ... sen nee ane wae ode ek oi) Se 
26 gauge . - xed .. 54416 0 
Galvanised Corrugated sheets 6 ft. to 9 ft.— 
20 gauge ... : 53°12 "6 
24 gauge ... Pee ea yt cad or, ef ase, ee eee 
26 gauge . <a <a ote sco, Oe eS 
Galvanised Flat sheets C.R. and C.A.— 
20 gauge ... es ee <a ie aoe « 
24 gauge ... can ree aN ice Sia nas vee (608 Ea. 
26 gauge .,. mm vr “te bag aes ede ic Oe EFS 
PLuMBERS’ Brass Work, Copper, ZINC, ETC. 
Delivered in London area. 
M.O.H. 
All per doz. gin. fin. lin. i}fin. 1}in. 2 in. 
Screwdown bib cocks Crutch 
head foriron ... T7/— 114/6 
Toilet bib cocks for i iron. 99/— 142/- 


66/— 95/9 188/— 323/6 462/— 815/- 


Screwdown stop cocks for iron 
89/— 132/— 234/4 419/- 554/6 1234/3 


do. with two unions for lead 


Double nut boiler screws 16/6 23/3 42/— 43/- 59/6 83/8 
Heavy Croydon ball valves 68/3 155/3 237/7, 433/6 614/- 
Plumbers’ union brass — to 
iron is ae . 17/4 21/- 34/9 60/6 74/6 145/3 
I} in. 1}in. 2in. Zin. 34in. 4 in. 
Caps and screws oot) ane 30/6 52/9 pa — 137/6 
Brass sleeves... wan re 27/6 49/6 66/- 67/- 
“ax 61 i tind Oo ies x Fib: 
Lead P. trap with brass Caan 
screws pe 63/6 79/6 127/- 217/3 
Lead S. trap do. 77/- 95/- 156/3 281/- 
Solder s. d. 
Plumbers’ xe aes are per Ib. * 3 
Tinmen’ A vie dee was ade ae pee “ , ; 


Blow pip 

Copper takes BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of 364d. per Ib. plus gauge 

and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 3 cwt. 
aaa 


A d. 
sin. x 19 gauge aie 12} Total per Ib. 483 
fin. x 19 ,, A 103 ae 464 
1 in. x 18 ,, “a 9} ja “es 453 
Dea OC RE. 2s wes 8} a 445 
Igin. x 18 ,, ae 8} sat ea 44; 
2 in. x 17 10} oe 463 
Rolled Copper ‘sheets up ‘to 48 in. wide, basic price £ 2 
plus gauge and manufacturing extras es .. perton 37115 O 
Sheet Zinc 10 gauge (25 SWG) 5 cwt. lots gieaeing per-cwt. | 
do. 12 gauge (23 SWG) do. si 719 6 
do. 14 gauge (21 SWG) do. “ 718 3 
Brass tubes basic se a — os manufactur- 
ing extras per Ib. 2 44 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 
Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 
or Home Counties 


f a2 ¢ 
Lead Sheet, English, 3} lb. substance and upwards perton 142 5 0 
Lead Water Pipe in coils ea - 143 10 O 
Lead Soil Pipe 10 ft. or over 2 in. to 4 in. dia. 4 145 0 O 
do. over 4 in. dia. “ae + 147 0 0 
Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe ; on 145 0 0 
Extras over Basis for quantities under 1 ton 
5 cwt. and under 1 ton se per cwt. 26 
3 cwt. do. Scwt. ae nae Ae a an 4 0 
1 cwt. do. 3cwt. ae aa pe 6 0 
Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced ‘specially. 
Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
extra according to current trade schedule. 
Allowance for Old Lead, collected £100 5s. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 
PLASTER, etc. 
Coarse Pinki in 1-ton loads and over Delivered on Site per ton Pp -& @ 
do. White oO. do. i “4 74 3 
Sirapite Coarse do. do. an 2 t 9: @ 
do. Fine do. do. seh e 717 0 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads oes sie ack a 6 9 6 
Hydrated Lime do. oa a ae 2 A at sie 6 
Lump Lime qo... nae fr 2 2,6 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads pe 10 4 0 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads nee ve 918 6 
Granite Chips in 6-ton loads nr ne oi ~ > 
Haig ess, percwt. 417 6 
Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board Ri in. thick 600 
yds. and over in onedelivery. Deliveredsite . per yd 2: 2 
1,200 yds. fet 2 it 
Gypsum *Plasteg Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to 
12 ft., $ in. thick, 600 yds. and over in one 
delivery. Delivered site \.. fr: ae at ‘. 2" § 
1,200 yds. .... aan ae Kaa a ars pn 2 43 
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PAINT AND DISTEMPER 


Delivered London area 

Ceiling Distemper... aie eco 
Washable Distemper one 
Gloss Paint... 

Snowcem cement paint (in 1 ‘cwt. drums) . 


per cwt. 


per gal. 
per cwt. 


VNU th 
-OuUne 
coon 


— 


LEAD PRODUCTS AND OILS. 


Ground White Lead, 1 cwt. kegs 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 1- 19 gal. Jotsin 1 gal. tins per gal. 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, i ewt. ke eg ; per cwt. 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg ais bes pe 
Size XD quality, 28 Ib. <i --. per tin 9 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) Drums extra ... per gal. 12 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. ove ao fe 12 


per cwt. 


NA Woo 
ws 
acoovreso 


SUNDRIES. 


Turpentine substitute (5 gal.) drums extra wa - 
oO. do. 0 gal.) do. do. ... we - 
Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans) Exterior... a ee 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels)... ii i” ea 
Paste Powder (1 Ib. packets) 


—— NAL U 
SACABDN 
Ve ee 


per Ib. 
per piece 


} 
VARNISHES, etc. 


| Delivered London area. 


Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside pa aa 
Oak Pale Copal do. a e ase Poe ps 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside ie poe - ma 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. ... we aie ide _ 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. ... 6 asa Ss me 
Finest Carriage Varnish Sie ee “Ks wal ow 
Front Door Varnish ... ae oa ne re. ee 
Japan Gold Size ae roe a a 
Black Japan .. 2 ae nas aes aaa a 
Brunswick Black oud ree “aa oi a mn 
Berlin Black... oa wae — aia sd ia 
Terebene a aS ie _ 
Knotting (1 gal. bottles free)... xs oie “ss ae 
French and Brush Polish (do.) ai “a pan ss 


tS et te et eet he DD NN ND ee 
eococeonanc]ece|con 


GLASS 


Delivered London area. Per ft. super 


s. 
18 oz. Sheet Glass Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut Sizes 54 
4 oz. % ” ” % ” 9 
26 oz. » % 9 ” ” a 10 
32 oz. ” ” ” ” 1 1 
ti in. Rolled Plate whe “FF ce A aaa 9 
7s. in. and } in. Rough Cast . ae 1 0 
4 in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral, Standard patterns : 
hite : 
do. Standard Tints 
do. Special Tints ... 
4 in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, 
Luminating 
tin. Wired Cast ve ea oe Sze 
tin. Georgian Wired Cast ... 12 ea 
— Glass bee ; 
B.2 x 5% x 3} in. 
PB. 3 7 x 7} x 3% in. 
P.B.32 72 X 72 x 34 in. : 
a  Y Corner Blocks to match ses with— 
P.B. 2 <a 


P.B. 3 
P.B. 32 . “ 
din. Polished Plate Glass, G. G. Quality— 
In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. P 
5 ft. sup. 
45 ft. sup. 
» 100 ft. sup. 


tin. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e. plates extecding ide ft. 
sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. G.G. quality 
—Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one wine or 135 in. 
both ways i a 8 
Not eieeuling 180 ft. sup. or ditto. aaa aa 1 
Not exceeding 200 ft. sup. or ditto 
Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup., prices on application. 
Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at Special Prices. 
Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 
The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 
Minimum Per ft. super 
quantity %.¢& 


Ne 
oro 
toe 


Reeded, Reedlyte and 


PPNM ee 
5 
NROT Vw 

-_ 


Per ft. 


UAPwWaA ADU 
ij 
Amand Cow 
7 


—_ 
an 
ows 


Description of Glass 


18 oz. sheet O.Q. nee pee ide aga ... 3,000 4} 
SOn. x Be iss _ poe aed ... 2,000 64 
26 - a s ae ee ree aa acy ee 7x 
320 ~ wad _ pee «<~ aaa 10} 
} in. “Rolled Plate 1,000 74 
4 in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 

Patterns, White 1,000 7k 


4 in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, Luminating 
and Spotlyte... 1 

is in. and } in. Rolled Plate or Rough Cast 2 

4 in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal... ; o> See 1 

+ in. Georgian Wired Cast .. gag AO ead 
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CURRENT RATES OF WAGE 


(Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 


KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. 
Grade Classifica 





AS FROM FEBRUARY 7, 1955. 














Town. Grade. 
ADEFEVOD .....2.20ccccceceeseeees A 
Aberdare ....... uA 
Abergavenny cei 
Abingdon ..... .A2 


Accrington 


Addlestone . re 
Aldeburgh ............- stan 
Aldershot District... onal 
Alfreton U.D...........ccscese A 
Alnwick ...... car 
AMTINGDAM .....020000ccccrcsees A 
Amble......... . Al 
Amersham ... an 
Ammanford ..........0ccseeseeee A 
Andover . ~ ! 
Ardingly .A2 
Arundel .A2 
De A2 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch U.D....A 
Ashby Woulds U.D.......... A 
Ashford (Kent) ......... .A2 
Ashford (Middlesex)......... A 
Ashington .......---.++- LA 
AsIeNd — ..02020020000000- A 
Ashton-under-Lyne .. A 
Aspatria and Brayton ...... A2 
Atherstone R.D. (parts of) A 
Aylesbury A2 
Aylesby (Yorks) 

Aylesham 

Bagshot 

Bakewell 

Banbury 








Barnard Castle U. 
Barnoldswick U.D. .. 
ee a 
Barrow-in-Furness ............ A 
Barrow-upon-Soar R.D. 

(exc. Thrussington A2)...A 
BRRETY —.ncvcsccvcccceseccceveccens A 
Basford R.D.(exc. Willough- 

by-on-the-Wolds Al)...... A 
Basingstoke : A 
eee 


Baxterley 





Beamish  .......cccseser0e 





Bedlington ; 
ON RE ere 
Beeston & Stapleford U.D. 

Belper U.D.. - 
Belton ........- 
Berkhamsied 














>>>>ddd>>d 


Al 
me 
ow 
.A2 

Biggleswade .A2 
Billericay ...... ner 
aa ir 
Billingham U.D von 
Bilsthorpe ..... soo 
Birchington 

Birkenhead 


Birmingham C. 
Bishop Auckland.... 
Bishop’s Stortford. 
Bispham .........c000008 
Blackburn : 
Blackpool ........... 
Blackwell R.D. 
Blaydon U.D... 
Blidworth ... 
NS ee 
Bognor Regis. 
Boldon U.D 


>>>Bodd>d>d>d>d>d>d>>'ed 


Bourne End . 
Bournemouth 
Bracknell .............- 
BraWiard .....02220200008 
Bradford-on-Avon ‘ 
BrOimtTee — ......g2202s0ccccreeee A 
Breconshire, County of...fA 
Brent Knoll .........0...cc00« 

Brentwood ..... A 
Bridlington ..... 
Brierfield ........ 


Brera 


Ne 







>>d>d>d>d>2 


es ts 
te 


Broadstairs . 

Bromsgrove aes A 
Brough ..........-.e2eeseseeeeoees A 
Broughton (Cheshire) ...... A 
Buckley — .......cccccccccscsesses A 


For Birkenhead, Liverpool and 
Labourers, 3s. 5d. ¢Plus 2d. per working day. } T' 
Nore.—Carpenters and Joiners providing own tools w 
2d. per day; when employed on other building indust: 
“WoMEN’s RATES.—In all districts throughout the country the rate o 
craft processes, 2s. 7d. per hour. 
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Burnham-on-Crouch 
Burton-on-Trent C.B. Somerset, County of 


Southend-on-Sea Dist. . 








Gainsborough U.D. ......... A 








SIT A IRS Gloucestershire, Cnty. of $ 
Cardiganshire,County of ¢ 
Carmarthenshire,Cnty of $A2 
Caernarvonshire, Cnty. of [A2 


Market Harborough U.D. 
Stoke-on-Trent CB. 








Grimsby C.B. & R.D.(part) A Melton Mowbray U.D..... 


Grimsby R.D. (remainder) 





Stratford-on-Avon M.B.. 
Sunderland District 


Sutton Coldfield M.B. 


Chatham & District 
Cheadle (Staffs) R.D. 





Halesowen M.B. ...........++++ 


>>>Z>>>>> 





Swinton U.D. inadeesrere 


Newark-on-Trent R.D Tamworth M.Bisssssssss..00-- A 


Robd>d>>z 
b>d>b>2Rb> 


Newcastle-under-Lyme . 


Chippenham (inc. Chippen- 
New Forest District 


ham Within and Harden- 


> BB) 


Hemel Hempstead .. North of, to Billericay A 
A 


Northallerton Dist... 


>>>2R>22} 


Herefordshire, Cnty. of... a. 


SS SS. 454% < 





Uppingham (Salop) 


Cornwall, County of . Ossett and Horbury . 





>>d>>d>2 >d>d2 





B>2>>> 


Huntingdon (Staffs).. 


>Bz> 
b>> 


Pontypridd District... 


Darlington District 
g Welwyn Gar. City .. 


Portland Stoneyards . West Bromwich C.B. 


P>>>2 


Devon, County of . Weston-super-Mare 


Radnorshire, County of 


Whitstable and District... 


Dorset, County of (except- U 
ing Poole, Swanage and Redhill and Reigate 


Knaresborough U.D.. 


Leicester C.B. ....... 
Leighton Buzzard.. 





>>>>> Z>} >>>} 


E. Glam. & Mon. Val. ...... A 
East Grinstead District ... 
Eastwood (Notts.) U.D. ... 
Ebbw Vale & District 


Wolverhampton C.B. 


Wrexham (incl. Cefn).. 


Loughborough M.B. 














London the rates are:—Craftsmen, 3s. 11d.; Labourers. 3s. 5$d. In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radius is:—Craftsmen, 3s. 10}d.; 
his is the County rate and applies except where higher grades are stated. 

hen employed in establishments operating under the Supp 
ry work, 4d. per day. ‘ 


lementary Rules for Woodworking Factories and Shops, receive 
r women engaged in craft processes is 2s. 11d. per hour. Women engaged on work other than 


For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 236. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


TEAMWORK IN THE INDUSTRY 


A course of six lectures and discussions 
on “Teamwork in the Industry,” for 
advanced students and assistants in archi- 
tecture, surveying and other branches of the 
industry, will be given during February at 
the Building Centre by Mr. James C. Ken- 
nedy, ARIBA, assisted by guest speakers. 
The first of the lectures, admission free, will 
commence at 6.30 p.m. on February 14. Par- 
ticulars from Mr. F. R. Yerbury, Director, 
the Building Centre, 26, Store-street, WC1. 


COUNCIL’S AGM 


The fourth annual general meeting of the 
Southern Counties Council of Builders’ 
Foremen and Clerks of Works was held at 
the Polytechnic, Regent-street, W1, on Janu- 
ary 15. Mr. A. Beard, of the Buckingham- 
shire Association, was elected president, and 
Messrs. G. W. Smith (Kent) and A. Williams 
(Bucks) were re-elected treasurer and secre- 
tary respectively, The Buckinghamshire 
Association are to act as hosts for the 1955 
Rally, to take place on June 11. 


“YOU VERSUS PESTS” 


Mr. D. Heathcoat Amory, Minister of 
Agriculture and Food, will open a new 
exhibition, ““ You Versus Pests,” to be held 
at the Royal Sanitary Institute on Feb- 
tuary 14. The exhibition, which is to remain 
open until March 12, will include displays 
dealing with insects such as house-flies, blow 
flies, fleas, bed-bugs and lice. Lectures will 
be given to specialised groups upon previous 
application to the Secretary of the Institute, 
90, Buckingham Palace-road, SW1, stating 
the size of the party and the date and time 
of the visit. 


BUILDERS’ MERCHANT LIST 


A revised edition of the National List 
of Merchants is now being issued by Dis- 
tributors of Builders’ Supplies Joint Council. 
The list is published in two parts to cover 
both the “heavy ” and the “light” sections 
of the builders’ merchant trade. Copies 
from the Secretaries, DBSJC, Messrs. Peat, 
Marwick, Mitchell and Co., 11, Ironmonger- 
lane, EC2. 


ALUMINIUM IN BUILDING 


The view that the réle of aluminium in 
the building trades is firmly and permanently 
established is expressed in an article included 
in the January issue of “Light Metals,” 
published by Temple Press, Ltd., Bowling 
Green-lane, EC1. Written by Mr. R. A. 
Sefton Jenkins, AAMICE, and _ entitled 
“ Aluminium and the Building Industry—An 
Analysis,” the article states that aluminium 
may, in varying degrees as to quantity and 
success, take the place of slate, bricks and 
mortar and stone, and replace steel in struc- 
tures, as well as having introduced into 


building certain possibilities hitherto not. 


possible and not to be met by other 
materials. Some technical problems still 
temain to be solved, concludes the article, 
but future advancement rests principally 
upon an economic foundation. 


SHELL ROOF DESIGN 


A course of 12 weekly lectures on “ Prac- 
tical Shell Roof Design,” commencing Feb- 
Tuary 15, will be given by Mr. Colin Ross, 
BEM, AMIStructE, and Mr. Hugh Totten- 
ham, MA (Cantab), in the lecture hall of 
Willesden Technical College, Denzil-road, 
NW10, at 7 p.m. The course is intended 
for graduates and the design and executive 


THE BUILDER 


staffs of the structural and civil engineering 
professions. Application to attend the 
course should be made to the college office. 


RETIREMENT 


Mr. R. Wormell retired on January 28, 
after 37 years as Borough Engineer and 
Surveyor of Warwick. He is to take up an 
appointment as chief surveyor with a firm 
of estate managers. 


SHOPS IN THE CITY 


The City of London Retail Traders’ Asso- 
ciation, in a statement issued on January 28, 
view with serious concern the manner in 
which reconstruction in the City is being 
carried out. It is feared that if a change 
is not made there will be “a substantial 
reduction in the number of shops and 
restaurants, contrary to the intentions of the 
town planning committee report.” 


NEW APPOINTMENT 


Mr. Harry Fowler, formerly editor of 
The Master Builder, has been appointed 
Press and Public Relations Officer to the 
Federation of Master Builders. 


NOTTINGHAM PRIZE-GIVING 


A prize-giving to building students of the 
Nottingham and District Technical College 
was held on February 1. The presentations 
were made by Mr. T. G. Bowler, Master 
of the Worshipful Company of Plaisterers, 
and awards gained by students of the college 
included seven National prizes of the City 
and Guilds of London Institute, one National 
prize of the National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers, and a number of Mid- 
land Federation Regional awards. The prin- 
cipal award was that of the Snelling Cup to 
Mr. J. P. McCullagh, plastering apprentice, 
presented on behalf of the Worshipful Com- 
pany of Plaisterers. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Mr. A. E. Potter, sales director of Expandite Ltd., 
will be leaving on February 8 for an extensive tour 
of Canada. 
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CLINKER BLOCKS 


Federation’s Annual Lunch 


A PLEA for a concerted effort by all sides 

. of the industry to put building on a 
more economic level, was made by LtT.-Co.. 
A. E. HENSON, FRIBA (president, IAAS), 
when he responded to the toast of “The 
Building Industry ” at the annual luncheon 
of the Federation of Clinker Block Manufac- 
turers in London on Tuesday (February 1). 
Mr. L. Herring was in the chair. 

Lt.-Col. Henson said that the industry had 
never before been so well organised, its 
position had never been so secure and its 
workers had never enjoyed such good wages 
and conditions. “There is, however,” he 
said, “one important thing lacking—good 
hard and honest work.” Building costs were 
completely uneconomic; too much was being 
taken from the public purse to finance new 
building and unless everyone engaged in the 
industry (including arehitects) played their 
full part in helping to reduce costs, the indus- 
try would find itself in a bad period. 

Mr. HERRING, who proposed the toast, said 
that the days had gone when clinker blocks 
were used mainly as a substitute for other 
materials in short supply. Moré and more 
people were being converted to the view 
that it was an excellent material in its own 
right, being economical and having a high 
thermal value. In America cinder blocks 
were used as main walling units and it was 
to be hoped that British architects would 
find more uses for them. 

In his presidential review, Mr. Herring 
referred to the future problem with which 
clinker block manufacturers would be faced 
owing to the dwindling supplies of clinker. 
The hew power stations which were being 
constructed, he said, were mainly of the 
pulverised fuel-burning type producing fly 
ash instead of clinker. One of the most 
promising outlets and one which would take 
a very large proportion of the fly ash avail- 
able was by sintering, thus providing ap 
aggregate which could be used in the 
standard block-making machines. 

Mr. Herripg said that recent statements 
by the Minister of Housing regarding 
Government policy for future housing 
schemes and slum clearance were encourag- 
ing and indicated that there was still ample 
work waiting for them. He emphasised that 
maintenance of a high standard of quality 
was essential to keep their products to the 
forefront. 

Membership now totals 103. 


BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR 
Private Organisers Take Over 


EARL MOUNTBATIEN is to open the British 
Industries Fair at Olympia, London, on May 
2. It will be the first official opening of 
the Fair in its 40 years’ history. 

This year’s BIF is to be the first run 
wholly as a commercial undertaking. A 
company, British Industries Fair, Ltd., took 
over control from the Board of Trade last 
year and will run the London section at 
Olympia. The Birmingham section, at 
Castle Bromwich, continues to be managed 
by the city’s Chamber of Commerce. 

Sir Ernest Goodale, CBE, MC, chairman 
of the new company, has flown to the US 
to step up the campaign to attract American 
buyers. The Fair, at which more than 90 
industries will be represented, will be held 
at Olympia and Castle Bromwich from May 
2-13. The Queen and the Duke of Edin- 
burgh will visit Olympia on May 10. 


H 























































































234 


OVERSEAS BUILDING 


{From Our Own Correspondents] 


Argentine—The Esso Company in the 
Argentine has been authorised to build a 
large plant for the production of lubricat- 
ing oils.... The German firm A. W. 
Faber Castell has received permission to 
build a modern pencil factory.... The 
State Aeronautical and Mechanical Indus- 
tries have been authorised to build a nut 
and bolt factory to assist aeroplane 
production. 


Australia —The Melbourne Herald pro- 
poses to build a television station at an 
estimated cost of £jm. ... The Melbourne 
Sports Stadium (which was burned down 
recently) is to be rebuilt. About £100,000 
is to be spent on the project, which is to 
be opened in time for the Olympic Games 
of 1956. 

Australia’s first nuclear reactor will be 
built near Sydney at an estimated cost of 
£5m. An area of 150 acres has been 
reserved for the reactor and its associated 
research laboratories. The plans for the 
laboratories are almost ready and tenders for 
the first phase of the building programme 
will be called within three or four months. 


Canada.—Over $6m. is to be spent on 
modernising and enlarging airports at 
Montreal and Ottawa. In the spring, bids 
will be called for these projects and several 
others. Meanwhile in Toronto there are 
plans involving expenditure of $75m. for 
the modernisation and expansion of Malton 
Airport. At Dorval Airport in Montreal 
a new $4m. air-terminal building is to be 
built. The main runway is to be extended 
from 7,000 ft. to 10,000 ft., and a landing 
space is to be provided for helicopters. A 
$2m. terminal is also to be erected at 
Uplands Airport in Ottawa and an alterna- 
tive landing-field is to be constructed. 

Toronto also has a project in hand which 
involves the building of a 2,000-ft. auto- 
mobile tunnel under the western entrance 
of its harbour at a cost of $5m. . The 
Manitoba Hydro-Electric Board is studying 
a 10-year power expansion plan which 
includes the possible use of atomic energy. 
The Board puts forward a programme due 
to commence in five years’ time which is 
devised to develop the Grand Rapids site 
on the Saskatchewan River 250 miles north- 
west of Winnipeg. Estimated cost of this 
project is valued at $90m. Following this 
scheme, a $60m. project is outlined for 
harnessing the power of the Nelson River. 
: A new $8m. bridge, described as a two- 
bridge system, is to be built across the Fraser 
River, connecting the mainland of British 
Columbia and the island on which stands 
Vancouver Airport. 


Canada.—A 1,500 ft.-long deck-type bridge 
of prestressed concrete is to be built across 
the Chin Reservoir near Taber, Alberta Pro- 
vince, Canada. It is said to be the longest 
bridge of its type to be constructed in Can- 
ada, and is part of the St. Mary Milk Rivers 
Development. General Construction Co., 
Ltd., of Lethbridge, Alberta, has been 
awarded the contract for the job. Precast 
Concrete, Ltd., have the contract for the pre- 
stressed work. The structure has been 
designed by Structural Engineering Service, 
Ltd., of Calgary and Edmonton. . . , An 
economist has been appointed in Ontario to 
study the spending of $600m. in public works 
projects which have been planned for 1955. 

At Whitehorse a $3m. project is being drawn 
up for the construction of a hospital to be 
known as the Northern Health Service Hos- 
pital. The site is on the east bank of the 
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Lewes River. It also involves the building of 
a $75,000 highway bridge across the river. 
When this is completed there are also plans 
for large-scale residential development within 
a 3,000 acre boundary. .. . It is understood 


that a large scheme is at present under ... 


discussion by the Canadian Chemical and 
Cellulose Co. They have plans for a $65m. 
wood manufacturing project at Castlegar in 
British Columbia to be administered by their 
subsidiary the Celgar Development Co. A 
Kraft pulp mill will be one of the key units 
to be built at Castlegar. 

*Ceylon.—A drive has been initiated by 
the Minister of Housing to start on the back- 
log of private dwellings, estimated at about 
a quarter of a million. New regulations 
provide for the raising of loans to enable 
local authorities to put accelerated building 
programmes in hand and for the grant of 
mortgages to prospective purchasers on 
long-term repayments. Rs.25m. is to be 
raised for the National Housing Scheme. 


brick production and the increased demand 
anticipated, the government is stock-piling 
bricks for house-building. 


Egypt——The Board of the Suez Canal 
Company, Egypt, has decided to proceed 
with a five-year programme for improve- 
ments, The first part consists of a widening 
of the canal by 10 to 20 metres; the second 
an overall deepening by one metre; and the 
third the cutting of two more by-pass canals, 
one at Port Said and the other at the Bitter 
Lakes. Total cost will be about £16m. 

The Roads and Bridges Department of 
the Government has called for tenders for 
the widening and macadamisation of some 
of the main roads in the Delta, including 
the Cairo-Benha road, at a cost of £790,000. 
... Two missions from the International 
Bank have been studying the project for 
the building of the High Aswan Dam in 
co-operation with an international panel of 
experts who have been in the country for 
some time. They have also been examining 
Egypt’s request for a loan to build a 
fertiliser factory, which is to be powered 
by the dam. 

*Rhodesia and Nyasaland—Sir Roy 
Welensky, Minister of Transport and Com- 
munications, has stated that during the 
period 1954-57 no less than £18m. of capital 





*From the Board of Trade Special Register 
Information Service. 
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expenditure will be allocated for railway 
expansion. During the next few years a 
decision is likely to be taken regarding the 
construction of a railway between Sinoia 
and Kafue at an estimated cost of £20m. 
With a value of £5,155,149, building 
plans submitted to the City Council for the 
year up to June 30, 1954, were the highest 
in the history of Salisbury. Bulawayo City 
Council received plans for the period valued 
at £2,707,898. . .. Salisbury is planning to 
start a permanent exhibition of building 
materials next year. 


Switzerland—The Swiss authorities are 
considering a proposal for a £25m. canal 
to link the Rhone and the Rhine. This 
project also envisages the building of four 
new hydro-electric plants costing an addi- 
tional £17m.... A commission has been 
set up to produce a plan to modernise 
Switzerland’s road .network. An_ overall 
plan is expected by the end of this year. 
The St. Bernard tunnel project has 
now ‘been approved by the Italian State 
Road-Building Company. The tunnel will 
be six kms. long. 


USA.—An application has been filed by 
the Washington Water Power Company for 
permission to build an $87m, concrete- and 
earth-filled dam at Noxon Rapids, Montana, 
on the Clark Fork River. A power plant 
is also in design stage which will have a 
capacity of 328,000 kws. Construction is 
scheduled to commence in July. 

A scheme to construct university buildings 
in Jamaica, New York, is under way. 
Designed by Henry V. Murphy for St. John’s 
University of Brooklyn, the scheme is esti- 
mated to cost about $27m. The entire pro- 
gramme is to be completed by 1970. The 
first group of buildings to be erected are 
as follows: liberal arts building, $3m,; 
science building, $44m.; faculty house, $1m,; 
library, $3m.; and university chapel, $im. 
A stadium will be built later to accommo- 
date 8,000 people and 1,000 cars. The Veit 
Construction Company, of Brooklyn, is 
responsible for the construction of the liberal 
arts building. Subsequent buildings to be 
erected are as follows: business administra- 
tion building, $1m.; gymnasium, $24m, 
theatre auditorium, $4m.; convent, $300,000; 
athletic field and stadium, $1m.; graduate 
studies building, $1m.; school of law, $im, 
outdoor theatre, $150,000. 


Venezuela—It is proposed to construct 
an aerial railway at Caracas. ... A dried- 
milk plant is to be set up north-west of 
Maracaibo. The Venezuelan Development 
Corporation is granting a £300,000 loan to- 
wards the cost . . . The National Housing 
Institute is to spend £7m. on housing in 
Maracaibo. About 1,300 homes will go up at 
La Trinida, a new urban site. At La 
Pomona a large housing scheme is in 
progress. . Colonel Llovera Paez, 
director of the office of Special Studies in 
Venezuela, stated on his return to his country 
from a tour of Europe and the USA that 12 
European and American companies will be 
pore up quotations for the steelworks to 

erected at Puerto Ordaz. So far a UN 
expert of US nationality, Mr. Leighton Kord, 
has been contracted to the Venezuelan 
Government to advise on its establishment. 
A French expert, M. Mernillot, of the 
Schneider Group, visited Venezuela with a 
view to encouraging interest in French ability 
to supply and instal the steel works, _ 

Public works inaugurated by the President 
at the beginning of the year are valued as 
follows:—drainage works and aqueducts, 
£3,700,000; dredging and irrigation, 
£7,400,000; sugar refineries construction, 
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£1,200,000; construction of hotels and tourist 
holiday centres, £7,200,000; works for the 
armed forces, £23m.; buildings for sport and 
recreation, £4m.; construction of schools, 
£8m.; construction of government buildings, 
£24m.; electrification programme, £44m.; 
construction of churches and chapels, £1m. ; 
plans for urban development, £25m.; con- 
struction of markets and slaughterhouses, 
f£4m.; construction of hospitals and public 
health works, £17m.; construction of bridges, 
£3m.; planting and building of airports and 
ports, £5m.; construction of roads, £26m.; 
plans for housing, £13m. The total is in the 
region of £180m. 

The Venezuelan Government is also plan- 
ing to build a motor-car racing circuit round 
the local Caracfs airport of La Carlota to 
accommodate 170,000 spectators, at a cost of 
f4m, This scheme is now being planned 
and offers for foreign aid may be published 
in the very near future. Inquiries can be 
made from the Venezuelan Government 
Offices in London or direct at the Office of 
Special Studies in Caracas. : 


PRECAST UNITS FOR RUSSIA 


The first precast units shipped to Russia 
since the war have been sent to the Allied 
War Cemetery at Murmansk. They are 
headstone pads for the graves of Allied 
servicement and they were manufactured by 
Wates Concrete Factory at Bedfont, Middle- 
sex. The pads are used as a foundation in 
which headstones are wedged. They were 
sent by road to Glasgow and then shipped 
direct to Murmansk. 


CANADIAN POWER SHOW 


*Canada’s Power Show, sponsored by the 
Institute of Power Engineers, will be held 
in 1955 from November 8 to 11 in the Show 
Mart Building, Montreal. 

The show covers the whole range of pro- 
ducts connected with the power industry. 
{n addition to the exhibition there will also 
be technical sessions, panel discussions, 
lectures and technical films dealing with 
every aspect of power plant, building, heat- 
ing and ventilation, factory maintenance and 
the tools, machinery and equipment used for 
their operation, repair and new construction. 

Further information may be obtained 
from the General Secretary, Institute of 
Power Engineers, 410 Bloor-street East, 
Toronto, 5. The Exhibitions and Fairs 
Branch of the Board of Trade, Lacon House, 
Theobalds-road, London, WC1 (telephone 
number Chancery 4411, extension 436), will 
be pleased to answer inquiries and to lend a 
copy of the brochure to interested inquirers. 
Please quote reference number E and 
F 736/5. 


PLASTIC TOILET SEATS 


*Mr. L. C. Feldstein, 560 King-street West, 
Toronto, Canada, wishes to locate United 
Kingdom sources of supply for moulded 
plastic toilet seats. 

Firms interested in this inquiry should 
write by air mail direct to Mr. Feldstein 
giving full details of their offers and quoting 
cif prices in Canadian dollars. Telephone 
inquiries to Chancery 4411, ext. 776, quoting 
tef. No. ESB/1184/54. 


TRADE MISSION TO EGYPT 

It has been announced by the Board of 
Trade that Sir Edward Benthall, KCSI, has, 
on medical advice, been obliged to resign 
from the leadership of the United Kingdom 
Trade Mission, which left for Egypt, the 
Sudan and Ethiopia on January 29. Mr. 
G. C. R. Eley has been appointed leader of 
the mission in his place and Mr. T. A. L. 
Paton has been appointed as his deputy. 
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PREFABRICATED HOUSES 
Tender Opportunity, West Indies 


Mr. Paut N. MAHLER, of New York, 11, 
USA, has received an inquiry for an un- 
specified number of prefabricated houses 
for the West Indies and requires tenders by 
April 8 from the UK prefabricated building 
industry, as he proposes to go on an exten- 
sive business trip to South America and will 
see his customers on this occasion in the 
West Indies. The following types of houses 
are required: 

(a) Cheap type, sales price approx. $6,000 
erected; 

(b) Medium-class type houses, between 
$12,000 and $16,000. 

(c) Special good class for retired Americans 
up to luxury type. 

All prices to be inclusive of a cistern 
where rainwater, as the only source of water 
supply, can be accumulated. All need to be 
of substantial structure to be safe during 
hurricanes. Erection instructions should 
be supplied, and the cost of delegating ex- 
perienced erecting superintendents be indi- 
cated. 

This inquiry has come through Mr. 
H. C. Topham-Bruckmann, MIMechE, con- 
sulting engineer; 6, Clarendon Villas, Wid- 
combe, Bath, to whom all communications 
for Mr. Mahler should be sent. 


PROFILE PLYWOOD 


A new type of decorative plywood is being 
imported into this country under the name 
of “iPlyfa” profile plywood by Venesta, 
Ltd., Vintry House, Queen-street Place, EC4. 
“ Plyfa” is manufactured from Swedish 
Pine, and the face side is machined to pro- 
duce an attractive ribbed finish. 
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TRADE NEWS 


WOOD PRESERVATIVE 


The appointment has been announced of 
Silexine Paints, Ltd., Richford-street, W6, 
as the sole distributors in the UK of 
“Xylamon” wood preservative. This 
synthetic chemical has been used in Europe 
for over 30 years, on such famous buildings 
as the Palace of Versailles and St. Stephen’s 
Cathedral, Vienna. 


“IVORY ”-FACED HARDBOARD 


An “ivory ’-faced perforated hardboard 
being marketed in the UK by Pharaohs (Dis- 
tributors), Ltd., Adelaide House, London 
Bridge, EC4, is understood to be suitable for 
application in its natural state without need 
for further decoration, and therefore useful 
for shopfitting or display work. Manufac- 
tured by Messrs. Oy. Wilh. Schauman Ab., 
of Finland, this hardboard is available in 
thicknesses of } and + in. 


CONCRETE PROOFING 


A wide selection of famous buildings in 
which their “ Colemanoid” liquid integral 
proofer and hardener has been used are 
illustrated in a descriptive booklet produced 
by the Adamite Co., Ltd., Manfield House, 
Strand, WC2. Of interest to architects as 
well as other members of the industry, the 
booklet shows the various uses of this pro- 
duct; how it can be used as a surface treat- 
ment for hardening, dustproofing and oil re- 
sisting old or new concrete floors, as well as 
a waterproof cement rendering. The addi- 
tion of “ Colemanoid ” is claimed to produce 
a concrete resistant to the action of frost be- 
fore setting takes place. This integral 
proofer is also understood to be suitable for 
use in waterproofing renderings. 


GENERATING EQUIPMENT 


A comprehensive range of literature cover- 
ing the current equipment manufactured by 
Auto Diesels, Ltd., of Uxbridge, Middlesex, 
can be obtained from the company, including 
data on dual-purpose diesel or petrol gene- 
rators and self-priming pumps. 


SLOTTED ANGLE CONSTRUCTION 


Designed to provide a fast and economical 
method of construction for partitioning, 
racking, small buildings and equipment is 
the “ Handy Angle” being produced by the 
Handy Angle Manufacturing Co., Grand 
Buildings, Trafalgar-square, WC2. This 
component, with its ancillary range of 
accessories, is claimed to allow modifications 
and alterations without scrap, and it com- 
prises a slotted angle of steel or light alloy 
with cutting and measuring marks at every 
2 ft. The nature of the slot is understood 
to permit the rapid and secure bolting of 
joints and angles in the construction of 
framework of all types. Also available are 
standard packs of panels and shelves, and 
ancillary products include glazing strips, 
steel hinges, extension pieces and castors. 


METAL WINDOWS AND DOORS 


Details of their purpose-made metal 
windows and doors have been published by 
the Morris Singer Company, Forest-road, 
Walthamstow. E17, in the form of a bound 
and illustrated catalogue. This useful refer- 
ence work provides half-size and other 
details of their products, as well as illustra- 
tions and descriptions of their installation 
in various major schemes. A special sec- 
tion deals with the ventilators, furniture and 
fittings also manufactured by the company. 
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Design for Climate 


A PLEA for more attention to climatic 

conditions in the design of houses in 
Scotland was made by Proressor R. H. 
MatrHew, ARIBA, Chair of Architecture, 
Edinburgh University, speaking at the recent 
annual dinner of the House Furnishers’ 
Association of South East Scotland, in the 
Roxburghe Hotel, Edinburgh. 

Homes and _ houses, said Professor 
Matthew, were by no means synonymous 
terms. “I am sometimes tempted to ask 
whether we in Scotland make the best we 
can of both, in terms of modern living.” 

Professor Matthew said that one of the 
greatest problems today in building was 
adaptability and that meant not only know- 
ing what people wanted but also—much 
more difficult—knowing how to get what 
they wanted at a price they could pay. The 
building industry as a whole had dropped in 
efficiency behind the manufacturing industry. 
But it was not only on the practical side of 
building that we were falling behind: it was 
also in our modes of thought and especially 
in the field of house-building. 

“I was sorry to see only a few days ago 
on the outskirts of Edinburgh some homes 
being erected that seemed to me to show no 
advance whatsoever in design, planning, or 
construction compared to what we were 
getting even half a century ago.” 

Urging that there should be better heat- 
ing of houses and adequate insulation he 
said that he could not believe that, taking 
cost and maintenance together over the 
whole economic life of a home, we were 
not paying far more than we needed to, and 
not even then having the satisfaction of get- 
ting a home that was really designed for the 
climate. 

In America, in the University of Illinois, 
there was an enterprise firmly established 
over the years that we might well consider 
here in Scotland. “The Small Homes 
Council of Illinois, representing all possible 
interests in home building equipment and 
furnishing, exists as an experimental institu- 
tion affiliated to the university and financed 
from many private sources including manu- 
facturers of building materials and equip- 
ment. We have no such council in Great 
Britain. I do not know of any educational 
establishment here that has given five 
minutes’ serious study to problems of this 
kind, let alone the enterprise and the back- 
ing to engage in experimental building over a 
long period.” Professor Matthew said that 
what was needed above all in Scotland was 
a vital and practical school of interior de- 
signing and suggested that such a school 
might be started in Edinburgh. 


US Industry in Scotland 


LorD BILSLAND, chairman of the Scottish 
Council, revealed recently at Glasgow that 
three more American firms were contemplat- 
ing setting up branch factories in Scotland. 

Lord Bilsland was making his annual 
appeal to the Scottish public for a minimum 
of £35,000 to carry on the work of the 
council. While the industrial position in 
Scotland today was notably better than it 
had been some years ago, he thought they 
could claim that was in part due to the 
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activities of the Scottish Council. There 
was still important work for the council to 
do to create new industrial growth, attract 
enterprise from elsewhere, in addition to en- 
couraging native enterprise, and see that 
Scottish interests were upheld in relation to 
other areas of the United Kingdom. 


Contractors’ Association Appointments 


Mr. JoHN R. MITCHELL was appointed 
president of the Scottish Building Contrac- 
tors’ Association at the recent annual meet 
ing in Glasgow. Mr. D. C. Leggat of Barr- 
head was elected vice-president and Mr. M. 
Gilmour of Glasgow, honorary treasurer. 


Cumbernauld Deadlock 


AN ASSURANCE that he would be willing to 
consider any counter-proposals on the finan- 
cial contribution by Glasgow Corporation in 
connection with the development of a new 
town at Cumbernauld was given in the 
House of Commons on January 26 by Mr. 
JAMES STUART, Secretary of State for 
Scotland. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Aberdeen.—Corporation has two approved schemes 
in hand for dressing rooms at Inverdee Park and 
Hazelhead Park, est. cost £5,000 and £8,000, respec- 
tively. The architect is Alexander B. Gardner (F), 
Municipal Offices, The Castlegate, Aberdeen. 

Dunbartonshire.—Plans in hand for an approved 
CC scheme of new clinic, etc., at Ferryfield site, 
Alexandria. The Council A is P. A. Gibb, Ferry-rd., 
Old Kilpatrick, Bowling. 

Dundee.—Plans in hand for a kinema at The Sea- 
gate (these being by their architects) for J. B. Milne 
Theatres, Ltd., 27, South Tay-st., Dundee. 

East Kilbride.—Plans in hand for a factory (est. 
cost £100,000) for: Waterlow & Sons, Ltd., 11, 
Bothwell-st., Glasgow. 

Edinburgh.—Plans prepared by their architects have 
been approved for new halls, etc., at Walter Scott- 
ave. and Bellendon-gdns., by the Church of Scotland, 
George-st., Edinburgh. 

Falkirk. —Plans prepared and approved for develop- 
ment of the Bog-rd. housing scheme (32 three- and 
four-apartment es at an est. cost of £114,800. 
The Council A is J. M. Currell (A), Municipal 
Offices, Falkirk. 

Fifeshire.—Plans in hand for multi-storey building 
at Links-st., Kirkcaldy. The Council A is Robert 
Meldrum, Municipal Offices, Kirkcaldy. 

Forfarshire.—Plans prepared and approved for 
houses (est. cost of £16,140) at Ogalvie-rd. and 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 


FFOLLOWING are rates of wages 
authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from February 7, 1955. 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, 
Shetland, etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 3s. 94d.; Labourers, 3s. 4d. 
For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of For week of 


Year. Craftsman’ s rate. 44 wr 
. a. S. 
Ist ray a 2 41 8} 
2nd ad . oe, a 55 74 
3rd 50 83 5 
4th 664 111 23 
Sth 715 125 14 


For Sorat sabiiiie, the rates are: 


Operatives on craft ; peso a end of s. d. 
probationary period 3.4 
Operatives on labouring operations (at 
end of probationary period) ée Of 














Howard-st., Arbroath. The architect is George H. 
Rodger (F), Master of Works Offices, Municipal 
Buildings, Arbroath. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for scheme 
of reconstruction, alterations and additions near 
Shields-rd., Pollockshields. The architect is Peter 
Muirhead, 37, Aytoun-rd., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for R. P.. 
Ltd., for alterations and additions at Queen’s-dr., 
Cathcart-rd. The architects are James Taylor 
Thomson, MacCrae & Saunders, 212, Bath-st., 
Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for Braids 
& Co., Ltd., for alterations and additions at St. 
Georges- rd., St. Georges Cross, West. . The architects 
are Lennox & MacMath (F&A), 38, Berkeley-st., 
Charing Cross, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for the 
5th development of the Toryglen housing scheme 
(consisting of 117 four- and 195 three-apartment 
houses). The architect is J. Austen Bent (A), 15, 
Palmerston-pl., Westend, Edinburgh. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for altera- 
tions and additions for the Scottish Co-op. Soc., Ltd., 
95, Morrison-st., at Hardgate-rd. and Shieldhall-rd. 
The architect is Kenneth G. Masson (F), 119, Paisley- 
rd., Kinning Park, Glasgow. 

ow.—Plans prepared and approved for 
Douglas \ Cutie, St. Rollax, for alterations and 
additions at 27, Springburn-rd. The architects are 
Hamilton & "Call lender, 100, West Regent-st., 
Glasgow. 

Grangemouth.—Plans are to be prepared for new 
junior secondary school. Alexander J. Smith (F), 
County Offices, Old Infirmary-bldgs., Spittal-st., 
Stirling. 

Greenock.—Plans prepared and approved for 
scheme of 14 houses at Gleninver-cres. and Inverkip- 
rd. The architect is Robert L. Rankine. Master of 
Works Offices, Municipal-bldgs., Hamilton-st., 
Greenock. 

Hamilton.—Plans prepared and approved for Cor- 
poration clinic (est. cost £12,000). The Council A 
is James A. White (F), Municipal-bldgs., Cadzow- 
st. Bridge, Hamilton. 

Hamilton.—Lanarkshire CC is to have plans pre- 
pared for new extensions and alterations (consisting 
of 40 classrooms, two halls and two gymnasiums, etc.) 
at St. John’s Protestant Grammar School. County 
A is William R. Watt (F), Education Offices, Albert- 
st., Motherwell-Wishaw. 

Kilmarnock.—Plans prepared and approved for 
new development of the Bellfield housing scheme (50 
houses). The architect is N. Sutherland, and the 
QS N. B. MacColl, Master of Works Offices, Muni- 
cipal-bldgs., Kilmarnock. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared and approved for 
recreation buildings at the Station Park, Baillieston. 
The architect is Isaac Donald, 2, Dyke-st., Baillieston. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared and approved for 
new premises for the Hamilton Central Co-op. Soc., 
Ltd., at the Quarter-st. housing development, Eddle- 
wood. The architects are Malcolm Ross & Sons 
(F&A), 42, Main-st., Motherwell-Wishaw. 

Lanarkshire. —Plans prepared and approved for 
James Thomson, Ltd., 49, New Edinburgh-rd., for 
extensions, alterations and additions to The Powburn 
Commercial Garage, Uddingston: The architect is 
William Baird, 147, Main-st., Bellshill. 

Motherwell-Wishaw.—Lanarkshire CC is having 
plans prepared for the North Motherwell Catholic 
Primary School. Their architect is William R. Watt 
(F), Education Offices, Albert-st., Motherwell-Wishaw. 

Rutherglen.—Plans in hand for new houses at 
Bankhead housing scheme. The architect is Samuel! 
agg (A), County-bldgs., Beckford-st., Hamilton 

est. 

Perth.—Plans have been prepared and approve? 
for extension to the corporation slaughterhouse (est- 
cost £10,000).. The Council A is John Penman (F).. 
— of Works Offices, Municipal-bldgs., Tay-st.. 
erth. 
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FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 





Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (ft) denotes closing date for applications; the 
mame and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained 


BUILDING 


FEBRUARY 7. 
art Suffolk CC.—Police house, Little sey 5-4 
£. J. Symcox (F), » end A, Ipswich. Dep. 
Tenders by March 4 
*tHalifax CBC. — Quarry 
Northowram. BE, Crossley-st. 
FEBRUARY 8. 
*tLeeds Reg. Hosp. Bd.—Extensions to operating 
theatre and alterations to block D, Seacroft Hospital, 
York-rd., Leeds. Architect to the Board, Park-par., 
Harrogate. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by February 28. 
FEBRUARY 9. 
*tBristol City C.—Ambulance station, Feeder-rd. 
City A. Dep. £2 2s. 
*tHeston & Isleworth BC.—Lodge 
cemetery, Twickenham. 
Lampton-rd., Hounslow. Dep. £2 2s. 
March 7 


*+Westbury UDC.—18 houses and 9 flats, Oldfield 


House School, 


and shelter, 
B 


Powdermill-la. ‘ 4 
Tenders by 


Park. F. W. Featherstone, Clerk, Laverton 
Institute. 
FEBRUARY 11. 
*Barnsley CBC.—Sec. mod. sch., Kendray. H. A. 


Redburn, Director of Education. 

*tSouthampton CBC.—Extensions and alterations, 

Merry Oak sec. boys’ sch. Boro’ A. Dep. 
FEBRUARY 12. 

*tEssex CC.—Hutted classrooms Youth and Day 
celease centre, Clacton-on-Sea. H. Conolly (PF), 
County A, Chelmsford. 

FEBRUARY 14. 

*tEnfield UDC.—104 houses 
(South) estate. Frank Lee, E&S. Dep. £2 2s 

**SE Metropolitan Reg. Hosp. Bd.—Admission 
unit, St. Francis Hospital, Haywards Heath. Secre- 
tary, 11, Portland-pl., 

FEBRUARY 15, 

*tBeds Standing Joint Com.—Police houses on four 

sites. County A, Bedford. 
FEBRUARY 17. 

*Andover BC.—21 houses, Leigh-rd._ site. BS, 
“* Beech Hurst,’’ Weyhill-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 

*tHants CC.—Senior police officer’s house and fire 
officer’s house, Lyndhurst. County A, Winchester. 
Dep. £1 1s. 

*Malvern UDC.—Conveniences and garages on tour 
sites. C. C. Judson, S & Water E. Dep. £1 Is. each. 


FEBRUARY 19. 

*March UDC.—20 houses, Badgeney-rd. W. S. 
Pickett, A&S, Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

*+Middlesbrough EC.—Erection of Ladgate County 
prim. sch. and Park End County prim. sch. Direc- 
tor of Education, Woodlands-rd. Dep. £5 5s. each. 
Tenders by Mar. 25. 

*tPortsmouth City C.—40 houses, Lower Farlington 
farm, and 36 flats, Hambrook-st. City A, 
‘Western-par. Dep. £1 each. 

FEBRUARY 21. 

*Exmouth UDC.—Extensions to ladies’ cloakrooms, 

— Esplanade. R. J. Humphreys, E&S. Dep. 


on UDC.—Six Senge. Parsons Green. 
J. H. Davies, Clerk. Dep. £2 

*tIsle of Wight CC.—School, heater: County A, 
Newport, I of W. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by April 7. 

*Lineoln (Kesteven) CC.—Pig parlour, Kesteven 
Farm Institute, Caythorpe. County A, Sleaford. 

Melksham UDC.—45 houses at Lambourne Farm 
estate. E&S. Dep. £3 3s. 


Holtwhites Hill 


*tNorthumberland CC.—Police station, Hexham. 
County A, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 1. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Ongar RDC.—16 houses and _ three garages, 


E&S, Bowes Field. Dep. £2 2s. 
FEBRUARY 22. 
*Barking BC.—48 flats, Thames View estate. 
A. Dep. £5 5s. 
*Burnham-on-Sea UDC. — Extension, 
offices, etc. G. Harvey Mayhew, E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
— BC.—25 pairs of houses. BE&S. Dep. 


£2 2s. 
en’ BC.—Three houses, Clarissa-rd. BE. Dep. 


FEBRUARY 23. 
*Chesterfieddd RDC. — Convenience, 

J. B. Wikeley, E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Welton RDC.—Four houses and small sewage 
plant, Spridlington. Wm. Saunders & Ptnrs., archi- 
tects, 24, Castle-gate, Newark-on-Trent. Dep. £3 3s. 

FEBRUARY 24. 

CBC.—Schoolkeeper’s house, Shirley 
alterations, Heath Clark school; class- 
coom block, Fairchildes prim. sch., New Adding- 


Abridge. 
Boro’ 


town hall 


Frecheville. 


ton. Chief Education Officer, Katherine-st. Dep. 
£1 each. 
*Newcastle-upon-Tyne City C.—852 flats, 
benton estate. City A, 18, Cloth Market. 
*tTottenham BC.—301 dwellings, Potters Bar site. 


BE. Dep. £2 2s. 
FEBRUARY 25. 
*Southend-on-Sea CBC.—Dressing-rooms and con- 
veniences, Chalkwell-pk. Boro’ A, 30, Alexandra-st. 


Dep. £2 
FEBRUARY 26. 
Chapel-en-le-Frith RDC.—First instalment of 1955 
housing seas” E&S. Dep. 3s. 
EBRUARY 28. 
*Hampstead BC nis flats, Harben-rd., NW6. TC. 
MARCH 1. 
*Rugby BC.—Six shops and 6 maisonettes, Bilton- 
rd., Buchanan-rd. BS. Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 7, 
*Bletchley UDC.—Factory No. 6, Industrial estate, 
Watling-st. J. F. Smithie, E&S. Dep. £5. 
es ay CBC.—Secondary mod. schs., Orford. 


BS. Dep. 
MARCH 8. 

*Bournemouth CBC.—Four flats and pair of houses 
and outbuildings, junction Hadow-rd. and Bennion- 
rd. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 

APRIL 1. 

*Essex CC.—Erection of St. Albans Catholic 
primary school, Harlow New Town, and St. Joseph’s 
Catholic primary school, Harwich, for County Council 
of Essex and Trustees of Roman Catholic Diocese of 
Brentwood. R. A. Boxall (A), 81, Moulsham-st., 


Chelmsford. 
NO DATE. 
*NE Metropolitan Reg. Hosp. Bd.—Pathological 
laboratory, Chelmsford and Essex Hospital, London- 
= Chelmsford. Sec., Ila, Portland-pl., London, 


Long- 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 
FEBRUARY 7. 
*+Southampton CBC.—Redecoration and _ repairs, 
Deanery sec. sch., Technical College Annexe, Latimer- 
st. Boro’ A. Dep. £1. Tenders by February 21. 
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AC cola you niThiing, 


M22’ of the most imaginative lighting 
schemes of recent years have been 
the result of close co-operation between 
architects, electrical contractors and 
the Philips Lighting Design Service. 
This Philips Service is entirely free. 
The registered lighting engineers 
whom Philips employ for this work can 
call on the accumulated knowledge of 
the Century House staff which includes 
a fully qualified architect who has made 
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to architecture and colour. 
Ask your electrical contractor about 
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direct at the address below. 
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FEBRUARY 10. 

*tDarham CC.—Renewa! of floors to six schools. 

G. R. Clayton (F.), County A, Durham. 
FEBRUARY 14. 

*tBristol City C.—lInstallation of heating, etc., 
Bank Leaze .infants’ school, Lawrence Weston. J, 
Nelson Meredith (F), City A. 

FEBRUARY 15. 
Poole Boro’ and County C.—BE&S. (Materials.) 
Swadlincote UDC.—E&S. (Materials.) 
FEBRUARY 17. 
Kidsgrove UDC.—Clerk of the C. 
FEBRUARY 18. 
Brierley Hii UDC,—E&S. (Materials.) 
Hemel Hempstead BC.—BE. (Materials.) 
FEBRUARY 19. 

Bedworth UDC.—E&S. (Materials.) 

Caernarvonshire CC.—CS. (Materials.) 

*+Durham CC.—Steelwork, metal windows, felt 
roofing and thermoplastic floors at four schools. 
G. R. Clayton (F), County A, Durham. 

*+tDurham CC.—Electrical and heating installations, 
Bishop Auckland Woodhouse Close County inf. 

G. R. Clayton (F), Durham. 

Eastbourne CBC.—BS. (Materials.) 

Neath BC.—TC. (Materials.) 

FEBRUARY 21. 

*Stepney BC.—Replacement of slipper baths. W. 
Reeve, TC. : 

Tynemouth CBC.—BS. (Materials.) 

FEBRUARY 22. 

Leighton Buzzard UDC.—E&S. 

FEBRUARY 24. 
Newbury BC.—About 3,100 ft. of chain link fencing 
at Bath-rd. housing site. 
FEBRUARY 26. 
Bury teases (Materials.) 
EBRUARY 238. 

Broadstairs and = Peter’s UDC.—E&S. 
rials.) 

Cannock UDC.—E&S. (Materials.) ; 

Heston & Isleworth BC.—Additions to sanitary 
accommodation, Grove-rd. inf. sch., Hounslow. 
BS, 88. Lampton-rd., Hounslow. Dep. £2 2s. 

Newark-on-Trent BC.—BS. (Materials.) 

Westhoughton UDC.—S. (Materials.) 

MARCH 2. : 

*Chester-le-Street RDC.—S. (Materials.) 

MARCH 8. 

*Southport CBC.— Alterations and repairs to four 

properties. Boro’ A and TP Officer, 99-105, Lord-st. 


Dep. £1 1s. each. 
NO DATE. 
*Birmingham City C.—List of contractors for ex- 
ternal painting of dwellings. Housing Manager, 19-29, 
Sumner-row. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


FEBRUARY 14. 
*+Portsmouth City C.—Dressing and retopping of 
tarmacadam playgrounds. City A, 1, Western-par. 


Dep. £1. 
FEBRUARY 18. 

Bedfordshire CC.—Harrold Bridge, construction of 
steel sheet piling, cut-off wall and concrete aprons. 
S. Dep. £2. 

Berkshire CC.—Making-up of various private 
streets. County S, Reading. Dep. £2. each contract. 

Cambridge City C.—Construction of 9-in. dia. soil 
sewer, Rosemary4ta., Cherry Hinton. City E&S. 
Dep. "£3 3s. 


(Materials.) 


(Materials.) 


(Mate- 


FEBRUARY 21. 
Manchester City C.—Roads and sewers . overspill 
site at Outwood-rd., Hill Green. City S 


FEBRUARY 22. 
scheme. 


Maldon BC.—Mundon-rd. sewerage 
Roberts and Farran, 1, Prince-st., Doncaster. Dep. 
£5 5s. 


West Lancashire RDC.—Extensions to Thornton 
sewage disposal works, Home-green. E&S. Dep. 

SR. 

FEBRUARY 23. 

Dorking and Horley RDC.—Charlwood drainage, 

Comet No. 3. Kershaw and Kaufman, 1, Victoria- 
SWI. Dep. £5 5s. 

* teathigien RDC.—Water main extensions, Old 
Weston and Buckworth. Pick, Everard, Keay & 
Gimson, engineers, 6, Millstone-la. ., Leicester. Dep. 
£2 2s. each contract. 

FEBRUARY 28. 

Swansea CBC.—Sewerage works at Glynderwen- 

cres., Lower Sketty. BE&S. Dep. £5 5s. 
ieee 7. ae ‘i 

Gipping RDC.—Stowupland sewerage, Contract No. 

1. Lemon and Blizard, 59, Tufton-st., SW1. Dep. 


£3 3s. 
NO DATE. 
Wolverhampton Corpn.—2} miles of spun-iron 
water mains. Water Engineer and Manager. Dep. £3. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Camberwell.—RoMaN CATHOLIC CHURCH.—Founda- 
tions are being laid for the second and final stage of 
the new Church of Sacred Heart, which is being built 
on the site of the old one. Construction will be in 
brick and concrete, and when finished, the church 
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will hold 900 Joom- Its estimated cost is about 
£45,000, and architect is D. Plaskett Marshall, 
FRIBA, 59, Gordon-sq., WCl. Tenders will be 
invited very ly. 

Deptford.—Housinc PrRoGRAMME.—LCC approval 
has been given to the formation and laying-out of 
streets and erection of dwellings on the ‘Brockley-rd./ 
Wickham-rd./Wickham-gdns,. site; lay-out of Break- 
spears-rd./Harefield-rd. site, which provides for the 
erection of 40 flats and nine garages; lay-out of the 
site of Wickham-rd./Glensdale-rd. site, which pro- 
vides for erection of 14 maisonettes, 54 flats and 11 
garages; and lay-out of Lausanne-rd. site, which pro- 
vides for. the erection of 15 flats and three garages. 

Friern Barnet.—Houses.—TP permission granted 
to proposals by W. G. Wingrove & Son, builders, 
26a, Willow-walk, N15, for the erection of four 
houses on a site adjoining No. 37, Oakleigh Park 
North, N20. 

Friern Barnet.—Housrs.—The erection of three 
detached houses on land at Nos. 51, 55 and 57, 
Athenaeum-rd., N20, proposed by R. Amesbury, 
Ltd., builders, 61, Brent-st., NW4, has been given TP 
consent. 

Friern Barnet.—Fiats.—County Plan. Com. have 
granted permission to UDC for the erection of 10 
two-storey blocks of flats at Roman-rd., N10; also 
for the erection of 12 flats on land at the rear of 
Nos. 171-179, Oakleigh-rd. North, N20. 

Friern Barnet.—Fiats.—Area Plan. Com. have 
granted TP permission to E. H. Jackson, Ltd., 
builders, 14, Queen’s-rd., E17, for the erection of 36 
flats and 11 lock-up garages at Woodhouse-rd., N12. 

Lewisham.—Fiats, Houses AND MAISONETTES.— 
Hsg. (Bldg.) Com. have approved revised layout pro- 
posals for the proposed development of the Lee 
Church-st. and adjoining lands by the erection of 31 
flats, 89 maisonettes, 49 houses and seven shops. The 
scheme is to be carried out in sections, the first section 
comprising eight terraced houses, 10 flats, 20 
maisonettes, four shops and nine garages. 

,Westminster. — SANITARY INSTITUTE HaLL.—A 
scheme is being — by Sir Hugh Casson, 
FRIBA, 110, Old Brompton-rd., SW7, for the erec- 
tion of a new museum hall for the Royal Sanitary 
Institute, 90, Buckingham Palace-rd., SWI. . 

Westminster.—FLats.—Working drawings are being 
prepared by Powell & Moya, AA.RIBA, 36, Gt. 
Smith-st., SW1, for the development of section 3 
of the Churchill-gdns. Housing Scheme, with a view 
to two blocks of flats being started during 1955. Con- 
tract for the completion of section 3 to be let in 
early 1956. City C are recommended to acquire 
properties in the area bounded by Claverton-st. 
Grosvenor-rd., Ranelagh-rd. and Lupus-st., west ot 
Dolphin-sq., with a view to its redevelopment as 
section 4 of the Churchill-gdns. housing scheme. 

White City.—BBC TELEvIsION CeNTRE.—Graham 
Dawbarn, CBE,: 5, Gower-st., WCl, is preparing 
drawings for the new BBC Television Centre at White 
City. Tenders for this project may be invited in 
1956. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Accrington.—TC approved plans for central area 
development: of town, including bus station against 
Market Hall. Approved scheme for modification of 
refuse disposal works, £45,203 est. 

Ashton-under-Lyne.—BC propose erection of 32 
houses on Neal-ave. playing fields. Approved plans: 
Erection of private houses off Curzon-rd., Cedar-st., 
Rodney-st. for Silcock Bros., Ltd.; erection of bacon 
curing factory and slaughter-house at Conduit-st. for 
A. L. Dixon; erection of storage building off Oxford- 
st. for J. Merriman. 

Aveley.—D. Plaskett Marshall, FRIBA, 59, Gordon- 
sq., WC1, working on sketch plans for junior section 
of new Roman Catholic school for LCC estate. 
Infant’s part is in’ final stage of construction, and 
work for junior section will be going out to tender in 
very near future. Estimated cost of work, £40,000. 

Barrow-in-Furness.—BC to invite tenders for 102 
dwellings at Margate-st. site. 

Bedale.—RDC to place contract for erection of 41 
houses. A, Richardson & Shaw, 3, Skinnergate, 
Darlington. 

Bedlington.—Funds to be raised for proposed new 
miners’ hall, to cost about £20,000. Site already 
chosen for scheme. 

ckpool.—EC received approval for first instal- 
ment of new RC prim. sch., £51,392 est.—BC to 
invite Cleveleys Hydro, Ltd., to submit application for 
erection of houses and licensed hotel at junction of 
Anchorsholme-la. West and Fleetwood-rd. 

Blaydon-on-Tyne.—UDC acquiring land in Der- 
went-st., Chopwell, for proposed bus station. 

Boldon.—J. Potts & Son, John-st., Sunderland, 
preparing plans for erection of houses on about 19 
acres of land at South Bents, Whitburn, belonging 
to Trustees of Sir Hedworth Williamson.—UDC ap- 
proved proposals by Hebburn UDC to erect houses 
at East Fellgate Farm for overspill population.— 
William Leech, Ltd., builders, 2, Clayton-st., New- 
castle-on-Tyne, commenced development of second 
part of Mill-la. housing estate, Whitburn. 

Bolton.—TC to approve erection of 162 dwellings at 
Breightmet Neighbourhood Unit (phase 1, northern 
section). Approved plans: Extensions at Bolton Sch. 
for Trustees; loading bay, garages and offices at Sofa- 
st. for Lonsdales Bakery, Ltd.; reconstruction of 
premises at Baldwin-st. and Emblem-st. for Entwistle 
& Walker, Ltd.; extensions to bakery at Hereford-st. 
for Warburtons Bakery, Ltd.; extensions at 110, St. 
George’s-rd. for G. L. Headley, Ltd. 

Bootle.—BC propose 28 dwellings on Kirby-rd. site, 
£39,431 est. 
programme. 


Seek allocation of 150 houses in 1955 


THE BUILDER 


Brierley Hill.—TC approved scheme for construction 
of new swimming baths, £77,000 est. To invite 
tenders for second phase of new civic buildings. 

Brighton.—TC to build 133 houses, 12 flats, 4 shops 
and 4 lock-up garages .at Woodingdean, to cost 
£229,690 (est.). 

‘Brighton.—TC to erect 14 bungalows for old people 
at Manor Paddock House, Manor-rd., to cost (with 
road works) £19,500 (est.). 

Burnopfield. — Contract to be let and building 
started this year on factory, for Sturdy Electric Co. 
A, Marshall & Tweedy, Grainger House, Blackett- 
st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Bury.—EC approved preliminary plans for gym- 
nasium at Elton Sec. Mod. Sch. 

Carlisle.—TC approved plans: Bakehouse and garage 
at Durranhill estate for W. C. Robertson & Co., Ltd. 
Architects, Johnson & Wright, Castle-st., Carlisle. 

Carlisle.—EC propose extensions to County High 
Sch: for Girls, £63,000 est. 

Chadderton.—UDC propose erection of 80 bunga- 
lows on Broadway site adjoining Lower Bare Trees 
site. 

Cheadle Hulme.—Cheshire CC propose erection of 
one-form entry sch. on Orrishmere Farm site. 

Clayton-le-Moors.—UDC to seek Min. sanction for 
erection of new assembly hall at Woodlands. 

Cockermouth.—UDC invited North-Eastern Hous- 
ing Assoc., Curzon-st., Maryport, to arrange for 
erection of four old people’s houses and 46 other 
types of dwellings on Park-la. Estate. 

Cockermouth.—RDC proposes building 30 houses 
at Broughton Moor. North-Eastern Housing Assoc., 
Curzon House, Maryport, to erect 18 houses at 
Oughterside. 4 

Cumberland.—CC to place contracts for erection 
of nurses’ houses at Dalston, Crosby-on-Eden, 
Threlkeld and Whitehaven. County A, H. 
Haughan, Portland-sq., Carlisle. 

_ Darlington.—Corpn. Dev. Com. been asked to pro- 
vide site for library in Harrogate Hill area. Boro’ A, 
E. A. Tornbohm. 

Darlington.—EC to ask M of E to include in 1956-7 
building programme second stage of proposed Tech. 
College and College for FE. Boro’ A, E. A. Torn- 
bohm, Central-bldgs. 

Darlington.—C. Waux & Son, The Brewery, Sun- 
derland, seek licence for proposed new public-house 
to be erected in Neashamerd., Darlington. 

Dewsbury.—EC approved inclusion of further stage 
of St. John Fisher RC Mod. Sch. in 1955-6 
programme. 

Doncaster.—MoT stated that Doncaster’s Mill 
Bridge, which carries Great North-rd. over the Don, 
to be reconstructed at est. cost £290,000 as part of 
this year’s road programme. Work also about to 
begin on strengthening of Rossington Bridge, south of 
Doncaster, at est. £44,000.—Preparatory work for 
reconstruction of Aberford River Bridge in hand 
under this year’s programme, and actual work will 
Start next year at est. cost of £26,000. 

_Easington. — RDC received sanction to erect 23 
disabled persons’ bungalows on various sites, and 
also six houses at Hawthorn. S is R. R. Lumsden. 

Ellesmere (Salop).—UDC to cone plans for 36 
houses on Oswestry-rd. site and four bungalows at 
Beech-gr. 

Ellesmere Port.—Bowaters Paper Corpn. propose 
erection of either new mill or extensions to existing 
building. 

Guisberough.—_UDC asked Newcastle Reg. Hosp. 
Board to complete Borough Hosp., est. cost £45,000. 

Halesowen.—TC approved plans: New factory at 
Coombs-rd.,_ Hilt. and Cakemore for Chemical 
Engineering Constructions (Pensnett), Ltd.; layout for 
factory estate at Lodgefield-rd., Gorsty Hill, for 
Birmingham Asbestos Co., Ltd.; extensions and part 
ecranpy y of works at Mount-st., Hasbury, for B. B. 

rice, td. 
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Hebburn-on-Tyne.—Following recent inquiry, MH 
and LG approved erection of houses on acres of 
land by J. M. Black, Ltd., builders, Glen-st., Heb- 


burn. 

Hindley.—UDC seek loan £21,397 for erection of 
eight bungalows and 12 houses on Wooddagger Estate. 

Irthlingborough.—_RDC propose erection of 40 
houses in Baker and Park-st. area and 30 at 
Addington-rd. Estate. 

Jarrow-on-Tyne.—Newcastle Breweries, Ltd., Hay- 
market, Newcastle-on-Tyne, seek permission from 
licensing authority to erect new hotel in Leam-la., 
Jarrow. Architects, J. Oswald & Sons, 68, North- 
umberland-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. ay te 

Jarrow-on-Tyne.—Contract may be decided within 
two or three weeks for proposed additions to Jarrow 
works of Shell-Mex and B.P., Ltd., London. 


Keighley.—TC approved plans: Extensions to 
pathological laboratory at Victoria Hosp. for Leeds 
Reg. Hosp.. Board; extensions to church and Sunday 
sch. at Braithwaite for Trustees of St. Matthew’s 
Church. 

Kidsgrove.—UDC received allocation of 100 houses 
in 1955 programme. j : 

Leeds.—Jewish Community propose erection of new 
synagogue and community hall and youth centre at 
Street-la., £50,000 est. 

Liverpool.—Tavener Routledge, Ltd., propose exten- 
sions to factory at Beech-st. Architect, Sir A. E 
Shennnan & Ptnrs., 17, North John-st., Liverpool.— 
J. C. Prestwich & Sons, Bradshawgate-chbrs., Leigh, 
architects for new church®*and extensions to presbytery 
at Stableton-ave. for Rev. Father McCarthy. 

Liverpool.—Schweppes, Ltd., propose extensions to 
factory at Long-la., Fazackerley. Architects, Holford 
& Shennan, 80, Bedford-st., Liverpool. — 

Llanidloes.—TC propose erection of eight flats and 
24 houses at Llangurig-rd. site. ' 

Macclesfield.—RDC propose erection of six houses 
at Pott Shrigley, 12 at Rainow, 12 at Prestbury and 
12 at Sutton. : 

Manchester.—Nathan Fine, Ltd., propose erection 
of transport offices and depot at Manchester-rd. and 
Albany-rd., Chorlton-cum-Hardy. Architects, Matley, 
Brotherton & Mills, 39, Oxford-rd., Manchester.— 
Hollingdrake Automobile Co., Ltd., propose erection 
of garage, workshops and motor showrooms and 
offices at Lord-st., Whitefield-st., Caernavon-st. and 
Pimblett-st., Cheetham. Architects, W. T. Gunson 
& Son, 10, Marsden-st., Manchester, 2. 

Middlesbrough.—TC to let contract for erection of 
another 82 houses at Park End. BE, J. A. Kenyon, 
Municipal-bldgs. ‘ 

Middlesbrough.—Sketch plans prepared for chil- 
dren’s home on west side of borough.—Quantities in 
hand for erection of eight shops and houses on Berwick 
Hills housing scheme (3rd Development).—Preliminary 
sketch plans being prepared for proposed new police 
headquarters, for TC.—TC invited Mr. W. E. Price, 
local builder, to submit tender for erection of another 
20 houses in Glenfield-dr. and Glendale-rd.—TC to 
obtain fresh tenders for proposed additions ta Mid- 
dlesbrough Fire Station. 

Milnrow.—UDC propose erection of one- and two- 
bedroom type bungalows. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Large multiple concern has 
bought Sopwith House, Northumberland-st., and it is 
proposed at later date to reconstruct premises to pro- 
vide frontage in Northumberland-st. and also in new 
shopping street proposed to east of Northumberland- 
st. Hindmarsh & Ptnrs., 114, Pilgrim-st., agents for 
vendors. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City C. to build nine blocks 
of flats, three storeys high, on Kenton North Estate. 
City A, G. Kenyon, 18, Cloth Market.—Robert 
Deuchar, Ltd., Sandyford-rd., to erect new public 
house in Armstrong-rd. and Ranmere-rd., Newcastle. 
Approval of Licensing Justices to be sought. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—North-Eastern Hsg. Assoc., 
Metrovick House, Northumberland-rd., to build 42 
houses at Tow Law, Durham, for UDC.—New C of 
E school to be built in St. Peter’s Rectory grounds, 
est. cost £15,000. On completion, it is proposed to 
build junior sch. and modernise present school build- 
ings. A, R. Burke, 10, Lambton-rd. 

Northampton.—Healing & Baker, London, pro 
pose erection of parade of shops at Abington-st. 

North Riding.—CC to build infant welfare centre, 
school clinic, health office, nurses’ house and garage 
in Park-la., Guisborough. Plans by County A, 


County Hall, Northallerton. 


North Riding.—QS, Davies, Belfield & Everest, 9, 
Ashley-pl., Westminster, SW1. Mechanical and elec- 
trical consultants, Stinton, Jones & Ptnrs., 21, 
Gloucester-pl., London, 

Oldham.—Textile Machinery Makers, Ltd., propose 
erection of buildings and laboratories at Helmshore. 
Consulting architects, Elliott, Cox & Ptnrs., 172, 
Buckingham Palace-rd., London, SW1. ‘ 

Penrith.—UDC invited John Laing & Sons, Dal- 
ston-rd., Carlisle, and Thomas Armstrong, Ltd., 
Cockermouth, to submit estimates for erection of 76 
‘* Easiform ’’ and ‘‘ Clinecon ’’ houses respectively on 
Scaws Estate, Penrith. S, F. Birkbeck. 

Richmond (Yorks).—TC considering if public hall 
to’ be built in town. 

Sheffield.—Reg. Hosp. Board approved inclusion of 
following in 1955-6 programme: New X-ray depart- 
ment at Beckett Hosp., Barnsley; new burns. unit at 
Derbyshire Royal Infirmary; outpatients’ department 
and clinic accommodation at Ripley and District 
Hosp.; TB ward pavilion at Doncaster Infectious 
Diseases Hosp.; maternity unit at Hinckley and Dis- 
trict Hosp.; engineers’ workshop and store at Lincoln 
County Hosp.; central kitchen at Victoria Hosp., 
Mansfield; dental laboratory unit and mass miniature 
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radiography centre at 30, The Ropewalk, Nottingham; 
six staff houses at Aston Hall; development City 
General Hosp., Sheffield; enlargement of lower gym- 
nasium at Nottingham Orthopedic Clinic. 

Southport.—TC approved. plans: Erection of factory 
at Dock-la. for Mullard Blackburn Works, Ltd. 

Stockport.—BC approved plans: Extensions at 
Conway-st. for Storey Foundry Co., Ltd.; extensions 
to Offices at Lancashire-hill for J. Hadfield & Son 
(Carpets), Ltd. 

Stretford.—BC approved plans: Conversion of part 
of works to form garage at Trafford Park-rd. for 
Lancashire Dynamo & Crypto, Ltd.; storage and 
issembly building at Trafford Park-rd. for Knowsley 
Cast Metal Co., Ltd.; workshop and store at Barton 
Dock-rd. for Courtaulds, Ltd. 

Sunderland.—RDC submitted to Min. scheme pre- 
pared by S ( Emmerson) for proposed improve- 
ments to 1,600 old council houses, cost £83,000. 

Sutton Coldfield.—Alexander Controls, Ltd., 141, 
Wood End-la., Erdington, Birmingham, 24, propose 
new factory and offices at Reddicap-hill Industrial 
site. Architect, R. E. Hancox, Royal House, South- 
par., Sutton Coldfield, 

Tynemouth.—F. R. N. Haswell & Son, 77, Tyne- 
t., North Shields, architects for proposed canteen, 
stores, garage and incinerator in Dock-rd., North 
Shields, for Baltic Sawmills. 

Tynemouth.—TC to let contract for eight terrace 
houses in Rowan-av. Plans by BE, 16, Northumber- 
land-sq., North Shields. 

Wellingborough.—_UDC approved scheme for 
erection of 359 houses off Northampton-rd. 

West Byfleet.—Working drawings completed for 
new Roman Catholic Church known as Our Lady 
Help of Christians. Building will be of brick and 
reinforced concrete, will hold 300 people, and cost 
£17,000. Work may be undertaken by negotiation 
instead of tender. A, D. Plaskett Marshall, FRIBA. 
59, Gordon-sq., WC1. 5 

West Hartlepool.—Parks and Recreation Comm. 
recommend scheme for construction of assembly hall 
and cafe at Seaton Carew, to cost £56,000. Boro’ A, 
A. G. Sinclair, Municipal-bldgs., authorised to pre- 
pare detailed plan. $ 

West Hartlepool.—EC being recommended to erect 
nursery for 120 children in Wynyard-rd. on Owton 
Manor Estate. Boro’ A, A. G. Sinclair, Municipal- 
bldgs. 

West Riding.—EC to include following in 1955-6 
schools programme: Wath RC Sec., £15,000 est.; 
Sowerby Bridge Cty. Sec., £210,000 est.; Holmfirth 
Cty. Sec., £160,000 est.; Elland Cty. Sec., £155,000 
est.; Dinnington Cty. Sec., £175, est.; Thurcroft 
Cty. Jun., £56,000 est.; Cudworth Snydale-+rd. Cty. 
Inf., £45,000 est.; Settle Cty. Sec., £100,000 est.; 
Bawtry Cty. Prim., £35,000 est.; Morley Wide-la. Cty. 
Prim., £50,000 est.; and Barnchurch Cty. Prim. Sch., 
£35,000 est. County A, Hubert Bennett, Wakefield. 

Workington.—Plans in hand for proposed mater- 
nity wing, to cost £76,000, at Workington Infirmary, 
for Newcastle Reg. Hosp. Board, ‘‘ Dunira,”’ 
Osborne-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. It will be about 12 
months before tenders are obtained. Board’s Chief A 
is P. H. Knighton, MBE, ARIBA 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes rec ded for accep A 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

@ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 

Annfield Plain.—Factory additions for Ransome 
and Marles Ball Bearings Co., Ltd. A: J, H. Napper, 
Eldon-pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne: *Holland & Hannen 
and Cubitts, Ltd., Wallsend. 

Ashton-under-Lyne.—29 aged persons’ bungalows at 
Henrietta-st., Turner-la., Lees-st. site for BC: *Direct 
labour, £31,350. 28 flats at Taunton estate: *Martin 
and Shepley, Ltd., Hyde, £39,762. 

Birmingham.—Research centre at Meadway for 
BSA, Ltd.: *C. Bryant & Son, Ltd., 65, Whitmore- 
td., Birmingham, 10. 

Blaydon-on-Tyne.—90 houses at Winlaton and Row- 
lands Gill for UDC: *Direct labour. 

Bolton.—Extensions at Moss Dye Works, Breight- 
met, for John Twisse & Co., Ltd.: *A. & F. Winder, 
33, Oakenbottom-rd., Bolton. 

Brackley.—50 houses at Dairy Ground, King’s 
Sutton, for RDC: *Reema Construction Co., Ltd., 
Milford Manor, near Salisbury, Wilts. 

Caernarvon.—Factory for Thomas & Evans, Ltd., 





Porth, Rhondda: *Williams & Williams, Ltd., 
Caernarvon. 
Cardiff.—County secondary school for boys, 


Lianishen, for EC: *Davies, Middleton & Davies, Ltd., 
Cardiff, £112,000; secondary modern boys’ school, 
Llanrumney, for EC: *Davies, Middleton & Davies, 
Cardiff, £121,000; new pump house, Llwynon, Cwm 
Taff Fawr, near Merthyr Tydfil, for Cardiff Corpn. 
Waterworks: *Davies, Middleton & Davies, Ltd.. 
Cardiff, £23,000; houses at Llwynon Reservoir, Cwm 
Taff Fawr, near Merthyr Tydfil, for Cardiff Corpn. 
Waterworks: *Davies. Middleton & Davies, Ltd., 
Cardiff, £15,500 (subject to Ministry approval). 

Chelsea.—Eight maisonettes for BC. *Holloway 
Bros. (London), Ltd., £27,364. 

Coseley (Staffs).—76 houses for UDC: Gregory 
Housing, Ltd., Worthing, Sussex, £102,086. - 

Dudley.—Extensions at Church-st. for Minories 
Sheet Metal Co., Ltd.: *Messrs. Narburgh, Stour- 


ridge. 

Glasgow.—168 houses erected at Castlemilk 
housing site unit No. Architect is Archibald G. 
Jury, Housing Offices, Glasgow Cross, The Trongate. 


~ 


THE BUILDER 


*L. K. Mackenzie & Partners, Parliamentary-road, 
Townhead, Glasgow, £240,637. 

LCC.—Construction on the Roehampton-la. (Nos. 
2 and 3) sites, Wandsworth, of 660 flats in 15 eleven- 
storey blocks, 375 maisonettes in five eleven-storey 
blocks, 588 maisonettes in 26 four-storey blocks, 25 
maisonettes over 21 shops in three three-storey blocks, 
two maisonettes over two public houses, 133 houses in 
one three-storey and 14 two-storey blocks, and 56 
one-room dwellings for old people, together with a 
warden’s house. There will.also be a central heating 
and hot-water system, an old people’s club, 830 
tenants’ stores, 73 garages and an estate workshop 
and district office For the purpose of inviting 
tenders, the work was divided into two sections: sec- 
tion 1 comprising mainly the eleven-storey blocks, 
and section 2 mainly the other blocks. 


Section 1 


Taylor Woodrow Construction, Ltd. .. £697,112 
Unit Construction Co. ae = .. 695,554 
Prestige & Co., Ltd. .. -t a 649,191 
M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd. 644,657 
Tersons, Ltd. .. os a a 629,764 
John Laing & Son, Ltd. 617,058 
Rush & Tompkins, Ltd... 609,207 
Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd. 606,020 
*Wates, Ltd., Norbury. . +6 605,539 
Section 2 
Taylor Woodrow Construction, Ltd. .. £643,153 
Wates, Ltd... a os ra .. 585,466 
Unit Construction Co., Ltd. $70,131 
Prestige & Co., Ltd. .. oa 569,103 
John Laing & Son, Ltd. : 537,561 
Rush & Tompkins, Ltd. .. m, 532,673 
M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd. 532,648 
Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd. a 525,179 
*Tersons, Ltd., Finchley 524,853 


Construction of 20 flats in a five-storey block and 
24 maisonettes and a flat in a four-storey block on 
the Exmouth-st. site, Stepney. A fitted playground, a 
playspace and 23 tenants’ stores are included in the 


development. 

A. .E. Symes, Y4d. .«. as .. £108,950 
Charles S. Foster & Sons, Ltd. . 108,520 
F. R. Hipperson & Son, Ltd. 107,975 
Token Construction Co., Ltd. 107,591 
R. J. Rowley, Ltd. .. we 106,228 
Thomas & Edge, Ltd. os 105,966 
Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd. 103,122 
Rowley Bros., Ltd. .. us : 102,650 
Tersons, Ltd. .. Re ~ “te << Saae 
*Stewart & Partners, Ltd., St. Marylebone... 98,977 


The architect’s ‘comparable estimate is £98,911. 


Erection of a county primary school at Honor Oak- 
rd., Lewisham West. 


C. P. Roberts & Co., Ltd. .. £111,729 
Y. J. Lovell & Son, Ltd. .. 110,986 
Kirk & Kirk, Ltd. .. 109.954 
Thomas & Edge, Ltd. 109,870 
Geo. Parker & Sons, Ltd. 108,282 
Leslie & Co., Ltd... 8,090 
Halse & Sons, Ltd. * 104,220 
J. Garrett & Son, Ltd. 102,787 


Herbert Richardson & Sons, Ltd. .. .- 99,249 
*E. H. Smith (Croydon), Ltd., Croydon 96,362 

The comparable estimate of Mr. Peter Moro, 
yy ae the architect responsible for the work, 
is £101,528. 


Construction of 84 flats in two eleven-storey blocks 
and 232 maisonettes in two six-storey and six four- 
storey blocks on the Barchester-st. site, Poplar. Four 
shops, four garages, 158 tenants’ stores, four play- 
spaces and two transformer chambers are included in 
the development. 
Prestige & Co., Ltd. .. .. £684,895 
Stewart & Partners, Ltd. .. 

Thomas & Edge, Ltd... Tr ae .. 680,000 
A. T. Rowley (London), Ltd. 679,670 
Percy Bilton, Ltd. .. es 665,144 








iF NOT 
WHY NOT? 
SPECIFY 


STAND THE TEST OF TIME 





35 YEARS’ SPECIALIZATION 
IN 
CONCRETE BLOCKS 





Harrow Road, Leytonstone, E.11 


TELEPHONE: 
MARYLAND 4747 (2 tings) 


239 
M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd. . 661,847 
WOEERS ut 
Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd. |. =. °° 655°649 
Rowley Bros., Ltd... |. 655,584 
*Rush & Tompkins, Ltd., Sidcup 644,988 


The architect’s comparable estimate is £644,946. 
Construction of 36 flats in one three-storey and 
five-storey block and 14 tenants’ stores at Heathside 
estate extension, Greenwich. 
Halse & Sons, Lid. .. a ei .. £75,194 


F. Troy & Co., Ltd. : 

W. Walkerdine, Ltd. 12 *: ere 
M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd. 4,093 
Rt tow te. CC 72,852 
Thomas & Edge, Ltd... at oe 2 
W. J. Simms, Sons & Cooke, Ltd. 70,744 
Rowley Bros., Ltd. .. 70,659 


*Stewart & Partners, Ltd., St. Marylebone a Y 
= ——. Ser. yet estimate is £68,864. 
{London miralty).—Particulars 

a £1,000 in ae e 
‘ornwall: construction of hardstanding, No 

Bros., Lady-street, Helston, Cornwall. Staffs: ous 

ing works, Baxter Bros. (1920), Ltd., Collingwood- 

buildings, Newcastle-on-Tyne. Lancashire: painting 
works, Gregory & Jackson, Ltd., 17, St. Anns-square, 

Manchester. Surrey: building works, Chapman, 

Lowry & Puttick, Ltd., Station-road, Haslemere, 

Surrey. Hants: structural steelwork, South Durham 

a & Iron Co., Ltd., Malleable Works, Stockton- 

on-Tees. 

(London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to the 
of £500 or over for week ended January ley 

Removal of concrete paved areas: Ruddock & 
Meigham, Ltd., Burford House, Harrow View, Weald- 
stone, Middx Heating services: The Brightside 
Foundry & Engineering Co., Ltd., 29, Frederick- 
street, Edinburgh 2; N. Haden & Sons, Ltd., 
19/29, Woburn-place, WC1. Heating and hot-water 
services: Norris Warming Co., Ltd., 12A, Princes- 
street, Ipswich, Suffolk. Ventilating services: Aerex, 
Ltd., 6/7, New Bridge-street, EC4. General main- 
tenance work: R. Corben & Sons, Ltd., 26, Carlton- 
crescent, Southampton; Geo. Foster (Contractors), 
Ltd., Leamington-road, Broadway, Worcs.; Walter 
Lawrence & Son, Ltd., Ventnor House, London- 
street, Swaffham, Norfolk. Supply and installation 
of generating set: Houchin, Ltd., Garford-street, E14. 

{London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to the value of 
£500 or over for the week ended January 29:— 

Building work: M. A. Boswell (Contractors), Ltd., 
School-st., Wolverhampton, Staffs; Dudley Coles, 
Ltd., Bath-st., Plymouth; Y. J. Lovell & Sons, Ltd., 
Marsham-la., Gerrards Cross, Bucks. Aviation fuel 
installation: Cubitt and Gotts, Ltd., Westerfield, 
Ipswich: A. J. Darneley & Son, Ltd., 68, Spring-st., 
Hull. Re-surfacing work: Almond Asphalt Co., Ltd., 
Kingston-rd., Leatherhead, Surrey. Painting work: 
M. A. Appleton (Contractors), Ltd., 22, Bilston-st., 
Wolverhampton. Heating and ventilating services: 
E. L. Maiden, Ltd., 27, Fitzroy-sq., W1 General 
maintenance work: Walter Lawrence & Son, Ltd., 
Ventnor House, London-st., Swaffham, Norfolk; F. 
Parkinson, Ltd., Mowbray-dr., Blackpool, Lancs.; 
Tooley & Youngs, High-st., Stalham, Norfolk. 

(London (War Dept.).—Contracts placed by War 
Department for week ended January 22:— 

Cornwall: roadwork and sports ground, W. H. 
Gaze & Sons, Ltd., London. Essex: building work, 
Jas. C. Flaxman & Sons, Ltd., Southend-on-Sea; 
painting and decorating, Arnold Sharrocks, Ltd.; 
London; renewal of fireplaces, Sadler & Sons, Ipswich. 
Gloucestershire: building work, H. C. Ralph & Sons, 
Parkstone. Hampshire: roofing, Bitumen Industries 
(Contractors), Ltd., Slough; painting and decorating, 
F. Labbett & Sons, Nottingham; building work, L. F. 
Richardson, Chichester; tree and hedge planting, John 
R. Stutt, Ltd., Bournemouth. Leicestershire: build- 
ing work, Thomas Barker & Sons, Loughborough; 
bituminous painting, W. T. Pickering & Sons, Ltd., 
Watford. London: electrical work, A. W. Slater & 
Son, London. Middlesex: building work, A. Roberts 
& Co., Ltd., London. Norfolk: repairs to huts, H. 
Bullen & Sons, Ltd., Cromer; building work, Tooley 
& Youngs, Stalham. Oxfordshire: building work, 
W. & A. Collisson, Banbury. Staffordshire: floor- 
ing, Fred R. Searancke, Ltd., Swadlincote. Warwick- 
shire: building work, J. F. Neale, Ltd., Stratford- 
on-Avon. Wiltshire: building work, Farrans, Ltd., 
London; painting and decorating, Fields, Ltd., Read- 
ing; painting, T. H. Kenyon & Sons, Ltd., Corsham. 
Yorkshire: building work, Jaram & nm, Scar- 
borough; building work, Sangwin, Ltd., Hull. 

Lewisham.—Crematorium at Hither Green Ceme- 
tery, Verdant-la.: *A. Roberts & Co., £65,800 

Liverpool.—The Strand Hotel, nr. Liverpool Pier 
Head, for Threlfalls Brewery Co., Ltd. Architects: 
Medcalf and Medcalf, 3, Stanley-st., Liverpool: 
*William Moss & Sons, Ltd., Liverpool. 

Mansfield.—100 new tradition houses at the Lady- 
brook estate for TC: *Geo. Wimpey & Co., London, 
£129,224. 70 houses at Ladybrook estate: *Direct 
labour, £96,809. 

Middlesbrough.—Four bungalows and 20 semi- 
detached houses in Meadsfoot-dr., etc., architects: 
Garbutt, Archibald and Archibald, 23, Albert-rd., 
Middlesbrough: *T. Duncanson & Sons, Acklam-rd., 
Middlesbrough. 

Middlesbrough.—Houses in Church-la. and at the 
rear of Acklam-rd. and Hepthrop-dr.: *Wimpey & 
Co., Ltd., Orchard House, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—{a) 22 old people’s houses at 
West Denton, and (b) 17 houses on the Montagu 
estate for the City C. City A: G. Kenyon, 18, Cloth 
Market, Newcastle: (a) *H. R. Atkinson & Co., 
Darras Hall, Ponteland; (b) *J. H. Fisher & Co., 
Ltd., Lansdowne-ter., Gosforth. 


& 








240 


Newcastle-on-Tyne. —Reconstruction and extension 
of business premises in Shields-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne: 
*Sadler Bros., Welbeck-rd., 


Newcastle. | Steelwork: 








UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


THE LARGEST INDIVIDUALLY 
REPRESENTATIVE ORGANISATION 
IN THE KINGDOM 












ENROL NOW 
SUBSCRIPTION £5.5.0 p.a. 


London Region — 37 Areas 
And over 100 Provincial Branches 


Phone er write: 


SECRETARY, 
26, GT. ORMOND ST., HOLBORN, W.C.1 


Tel.: CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) 
Telegrams: *‘ EFFEMBE, Holb., Londen ™ 


The Address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded 






THE BUILDER 


*Ellis & Co., Newcastle. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Extensions to the Neptune 
Engineworks of Swan pearer « and Wigham Richard- 
son, Ltd. Engineers: T. F. Burns & Ptnrs., Saville- 
pl., Newcastle: *Demolition and Construction Co. ” 
Ltd., London (work in hand), 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Additions - Rw science block 
at the Royal Grammar School, Eskdale-ter. Archi- 
tects: Spence and Price, 26, St. ‘May’ s-pl., Newcastle: 
*John Jackson & Sons, Corporation-st., Newcastle- 
on-Tyne. 

Norton.—Six houses » S aaeed for RDC: *F. H. 
Calam, Rillington, £11,8 

Oxford.—Infants’ poh ie EC. Wood yoy estate, 
Oxford: *Y. J. Lovell & Son, Ltd., £37, 

Rochdale.—Laboratory at Royle-rd. "so “Dunlop 
Cotton Mills, Ltd.: *Lear and Heywood, Law-st., 
Rochdale. x : 

Rotherham.—Extensions to pithead baths at Smithy 
Wood Colliery, Rotherham, for NCB: *Ackroyd and 
Abbott, Ltd., 47, Willoughby-st. ., Sheffield, 4. 

Roxburghshire. 58 houses at the NW section of 
the Burnfoot and Burnhead housing development 5, 
at Hawick. George Bell, FRIBA, Council A, Muni- 
cipal Buildings, Hawick. Excavation, brick, build- 
ing, concrete and allied works: Scott Thomson, 
Ltd., 25, Commercial-road, Hawick, £34,644; joine: 7 
carpentry, Ironmongery, and allied works: James R. 
Scott & Son, Ltd., 13, Bourton-place, Hawick,£21,446; 
plaster, lathing, cement and allied’ works: George 
Macneil & Co., 80, Lindores-drive, Tranent, East 
Lothian, £6,462; plumbing, Sanitary engineering and 
allied works: Robert Russell, Ltd., Bourtree Bank 
Works, Hawick, £8,582. 

Shrewsbury. —Eight aged persons’ bungalows at 
Meole Brace, 5 at Springfield, and 2 at Meadows estate 
for TC: *Gregory Construction Co., Ltd., Birming- 
ham, £23,094. - Attested cattle section of the new 
Smithfield at Harlescott for TC: *Percy Tréntham, 
Ltd., Longton, Stoke-on-Trent, £129,020. 








STEEL- CRETE 


(SUPER METALLIC HARDENER) 





SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES 


HAVE BANISHED ALL weer 
'H OLD OR 


FLOORS 


Inspect one that has withstood 


HEAVY TRUCKING FOR 40 YEARS 


and consult 


STEEL-CRETE LTD. 
Savoy House, 115/116, Strand, London, W.C.2 
Tel.: Temple Bar 5621 








Patent 


Boyle's -.irono” Ventilator 


IN USE 





OVER TWO MILLION 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 
98, HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.10 
Tel.: LADbroke 2879 
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Slough.—398 council houses with roads and sewer 
on ‘the Wexham Court housing estate: *Georgu 
Wimpey & Co., Ltd., £674,000. 

Sunderland.—Erection of proposed Castle View 
County Junior Junior Boys’ and Girls’ School for EC. 
Architect: H. C. Bishop, Grange House, Stockton- 
td., Sunderland. QS: Martin and Felton, Lloyds 
Bank-chbrs., Faweett-st., Sunderland: *W. D. and R. 
Allison & Sons, Whitburn, £96,460 (recommended for 
acceptance). 

est Bromwich.—Depot at Colliery-rd. for Chloride 
oe wong Ltd.: *W. Snape & Sons, Ltd., Clifton-rd., 
ccles 

Wood Green.—Erection of one block of six flats 
in Granville-rd. and one block of two flats in 
Grainger-rd (Contract A), and (b) three blocks of 
three flats in Grosvenor-rd. and one block of two 
flats in Crescent-rise (Contract B): *Cawood Wharton 
& Co., Ltd., £15,426 (Contract A); *Dickinson & 
Clarke, Ltd., ey 149 (Contract B). 

Woolwich.—42 dwellings and a works depot on the 
Coldharbour estate, Eltham: *Direct labour, £60,761. 


Woolwich.—76 dwellings on the 
*Direct labour, £141,124. 


Bostall estate: 








BROAD-AGHESON 
UCTURAL BLOCKS 


rompt delivery 
from ee ae 
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THE ESSEX STEEL 
SCAFFOLDING C [° 


SALES,HIRE 


ERECTION 
CRADLES 


9. HIGH BEECH ROAD 
LOUGHTON ESSEX 


TEL: LOUGHTON 5022 











WOOD BLOCK 
FLOORS 
STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 


























E.C.i 

















GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS 


Registered Office: 
61 BARTHOLOMEW CLOSE 


MONarch 7597-8 


LIMITED 


BUILDERS 


CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 


Works: 
CRAYFORD BRIDGE 
KENT 
Bexleyheath 5651-4 
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